
USCGA Class of 1969 - 50th Reunion Information 
Bulletin #3 – USCGA 1969 Golden Tide Rips 

 
As part of our CGA Class of 1969 50th Reunion celebration, we will be creating a “USCGA 1969 
Golden Tide Rips” yearbook to share with our classmates, families, and friends!  
 
I (Wayne Gronlund) have agreed to serve as editor for this important undertaking! Mike 
Sprague has also agreed to help. We could also use assistance from a couple of others – please 
see the details below. 
 
I have been in touch with Mont Smith from ’68 who was the editor of their 50th Reunion 
Yearbook. He has sent me a detailed explanation of what they did, the pitfalls they 
encountered, and the lessons they learned. Cliff Carter from ’67 also shared a copy of their 50th 
Reunion Yearbook. The information derived from their experiences has been invaluable in 
helping get our project started on the right track. 
 
Example pages from the 50th Reunion Yearbook from the Class of 1968 are included to give you 
an idea of what you might want to include on your pages. 
 
Each classmate will have two facing pages in the book. Included will be a summary of your 
Coast Guard assignments and/or civilian career, whatever photos you would like to share, and a 
narrative/essay section written by you. In order to keep this project workable, the following 
guidelines apply: 
 

• Your Coast Guard assignment summary ought to include years, job, organization title, 
and location and any noteworthy events. 

 
• Our planned format can accommodate 4 to 6 photos. If possible, please send us photos 

in jpeg format with resolution of at least 72 dpi (higher is better) when the image is 
adjusted to about 2x3 inches in size. If you only have the photo in another digital 
format, send it anyway and we will convert it. If you only have hardcopy of the photo 
and can’t provide a digital version, please email me (tahoekid@mac.com) and we can 
figure out the best way to handle it. 

 
• For grads, I will be scanning the official photo from your 1/c page in the 1969 Tide Rips. 

For non-grads, I will look for an underclass photo in Tide Rips. This photo will appear in 
the upper right corner of your first page. One other “picture of choice” will appear in the 
upper left corner. 

 
• The contents of the narrative section will be whatever you would like to share, including 

talking about life since the Academy, education, jobs, family, activities, and keen 
interests. This section ought to be 500-750 words in length. 

 
• For our deceased classmates, we eagerly welcome and encourage a submission from 

their widow, children, or other family member to help make our yearbook as 
meaningful and complete as possible. 



 
• One important objective of this project is to help us reconnect with each other. Please 

indicate if you would like your email address included on your page. 
 

• As this project moves forward, we will email you a proof copy (PDF) so you will have the 
opportunity to proof/review/comment/ change your page, so we get it right! 

 
• We are actively working on this project and need your submissions as soon as possible! 

The sooner the better!!  
 

• If you have any good photos from any of our previous Reunions, please send those so 
we can add pages covering those events. 

 
• In order to get our Golden Tide Rips published in time for our 50th Reunion weekend 

(3-6 October 2019), we absolutely need ALL yearbook material submitted NOT LATER 
THAN 1 MAY 2019!  
 

• Email your submissions to Wayne Gronlund: tahoekid@mac.com 
 

• 1 May 2019 is a hard, no-slip deadline – missing it means your submission is likely to not 
make it into the yearbook!!  
 

• You are free to submit your page contents (assignment summary, photos, and narrative) 
separately if that helps, so we can get started on building the layout as soon as possible! 
 

• The ultimate success of this endeavor is dependent on your timely support! 
 
To date, Mike Sprague and I have committed to this worthwhile project. We could certainly use 
some more help! Specifically: 
 

• If someone is digital-photo-savvy, has the requisite software, and is willing to help with 
quality control of the photos (i.e., adjust size/format/light/dark/color balance/contrast/ 
etc), that would benefit our process flow.  

 
• If someone is especially good at grammar and writing, reviewing and editing the text 

submissions would facilitate the overall development process of our yearbook. 
 
If you are interested in helping with one of these two tasks and have the time/inclination to do 
so, please email me at tahoekid@mac.com as soon as possible so we can setup Dropbox 
sharing, etc as needed. 
 

USCGA 1969 Golden Tide Rips Working Group 
Wayne Gronlund – tahoekid@mac.com 

Mike Sprague – spraguem53@gmail.com 
Others – TBD 

 
ALL yearbook material needs to be submitted NOT LATER THAN 1 MAY 2019! 
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 3HJJ\�DQG�,�ZHUH�PDUULHG�LQ�6DQ�-XDQ�RQ�WKH�ZLQWHU�6ROVWLFH�LQ�¶����2XU�ILUVW�VRQ��/LDP��MRLQHG�
XV�LQ�6HDWWOH��:$�RQ�P\�ELUWKGD\��2XU�VHFRQG�VRQ��'DPLHQ��MRLQHG�XV�IRXU�\HDUV�ODWHU�LQ�
3RUWVPRXWK��9$��:H�DGRSWHG�RXU�GDXJKWHU��$QJHO��LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&�ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�WZR�PRQWKV�
ROG��$OO�DUH�IULHQGV��HDFK�VXFFHVVIXO�ZLWK�IDPLOLHV�DQG�SURGXFWLYH�FDUHHUV��$OO�OLYH�LQ�WKH�ODUJHU�'&-
1<�PHWUR�DUHD�DQG�VSHQG�D�JRRG�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�OLYHV�ZLWK�XV�RQ�0DUWKD¶V�9LQH\DUG�ZKHUH�WKH\�
HQMR\HG�PRVW�VXPPHUV�ZKLOH�ZH�PRYHG�DERXW�IRU�WKH�&RDVW�*XDUG��2XU�JUDQGGDXJKWHU�-DQHW�
MRLQV�XV�HYHU\�VXPPHU�LQ�WKDW�WUDGLWLRQ� 
 $IWHU�UHWLUHPHQW��,�WDXJKW�0LGGOH�DQG�+LJK�6FKRRO�PDWKHPDWLFV�IRU���\HDUV�LQ�0DU\ODQG�
IROORZHG�E\����PRUH�DW�WKH�0DUWKD¶V�9LQH\DUG�5HJLRQDO�+LJK�6FKRRO��'XULQJ�WKH�WLPH�DW�095+6��
,�DOVR�WDXJKW���\HDUV�IRU�9LUWXDO�+LJK�6FKRRO��DQ�RQOLQH�DFFUHGLWHG�SURJUDP�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�VWXGHQWV�
IURP�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG�� 
 ,Q�2DN�%OXIIV��,¶YH�EHHQ�DQ�DFWLYH�YROXQWHHU�LQ�7RZQ�*RYHUQPHQW��IRXU�WLPHV�HOHFWHG�WR�WKH�
)LQDQFH�&RPPLWWHH�IRU���\HDU�WHUPV��DQG�DSSRLQWHG�IRU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�WR�WKH�&DSLWDO�3URJUDP�
&RPPLWWHH��,�DOVR�VHUYH�RQ�WKH�%RDUG�RI�WKH�9LQH\DUG¶V�WKUHH�FKDQQHO�ORFDO-DFFHVV��QRQ-SURILW�
7HOHYLVLRQ�6WDWLRQ��� 
 $GGLWLRQDOO\��ERWK�3HJJ\�DQG�,�YROXQWHHU�RXU�WLPH�DQG�WDOHQWV�WR�PDQ\�FKDULWLHV�IRU�WKH�OHVV�
IRUWXQDWH��KXQJU\��KRPHOHVV�DQG�KXUWLQJ�RQ�WKH�9LQH\DUG�� 
 6LQFH�OHDYLQJ�WHDFKLQJ�LQ�������ZH�KDYH�HQMR\HG�LQFUHDVLQJ�RXU�WUDYHO�WR�YLVLW�PRUH�GLVWDQW�DQG�
H[RWLF�SODFHV���:H¶YH�EHHQ�WR�3HUX�ZLWK�&RDVW�*XDUG�IULHQGV�WR�H[SORUH�&X]FR�DQG�FOLPE�0DFKX�
3LFFKX��:KLOH�LQ�/LPD�ZH�PHW�3HJJ\¶V�8QFOH��$XQW�DQG�PDQ\�RI�KHU�IRXUWHHQ�FRXVLQV��DOO�
XQNQRZQ�WR�XV�HYHQ�WZR�ZHHNV�HDUOLHU��:H¶YH�EHHQ�WR�,UHODQG�DQG�IRXQG�WKH�KRXVH�LQ�&RUN�WKDW�
3HJJ\¶V�'DG�HPLJUDWHG�IURP�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV����:H¶YH�EHHQ�WR�0H[LFR�&LW\�DQG�4XHUpWDUR�LQ�0H[LFR�
DQG�WR�D�ZHGGLQJ�RI�FORVH�IULHQGV�LQ�6DR�0DWHXV��%UD]LO��� 

 :H�ULGH�ELF\FOHV��,�VSHQW�HYHU\�
VXPPHU�RQ�WKH�9LQH\DUG�JURZLQJ�XS��
2QH�RI�P\�EHVW��HDUOLHVW�PHPRULHV�LV�
ELNLQJ�LQ�D�ODUJH�QHLJKERUKRRG�JURXS�
RI�GDGV�DQG�PRPV�DQG�XQFOHV�ZLWK�
DERXW����NLGV�UDQJLQJ�LQ�DJH�IURP�
DOPRVW����PH��WR�����,�UHPHPEHU�RQH�
ORQJ�ULGH�–�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ���PLOHV�–�
ZKHUH�,�NHSW�SHGDOLQJ�DV�IDVW�DV�,�
FRXOG�WR�NHHS�XS��3HJJ\�DQG�,�ULGH�D�
WDQGHP��ELF\FOH�EXLOW�IRU�WZR��DQG�
KDYH�RZQHG�VHYHUDO�VLQFH�������:H¶YH�
SHGDOHG�RXU�WDQGHP�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�+Z\�
����³WKH�ZRUOGV�ORQHOLHVW�KLJKZD\�´�
DFURVV�1HYDGD��DQG�URGH�WKH�³&DPLQR�

GH�6DQWLDJR´�LQ�6SDLQ��:H¶YH�F\FOHG�WRJHWKHU�LQ�0H[LFR�&LW\��6DQ�-XDQ��:DVKLQJWRQ��'&�DQG�
PDQ\�RWKHU�ORYHO\�SODFHV�LQ�WKH�8�6��RQ�HYHU\�FRDVW���0\�ILUVW�RIILFLDO�DFW�RQ�WHUPLQDO�OHDYH�IURP�
WKH�&RDVW�*XDUG��ZDV�D�FURVV-FRXQWU\�ELNH�ULGH�ZLWK�P\�VRQV�IURP�6HDWWOH��:$�WR�:DVKLQJWRQ��
'&��,�ORYH�WR�ULGH�P\�ELF\FOH��� 
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 ,�IOHZ�WKH�+&-���%��&*$6�%$537���++-��$��&*$6�0LDPL��DQG�+8-��$��$7&�0RELOH���$IWHU�
UHWLUHPHQW�,�VWDUWHG�ZRUN�IRU�D�JX\�ZKR�ZDV�RQ�WKH�ERDUG�RI�1RUZLFK�8QLYHUVLW\��3HDFKHV�SXW�PH�
RQ�WR�KLP��DV�KLV�&22��,�VWD\HG�WKHUH�IRU�DERXW�D�\HDU�DQG�D�KDOI�DQG�WKHQ�PRYHG�WR�WKH�+DFNQH\�
*URXS�ZKR�ERXJKW�DQG�VROG�EXVLQHVVHV��,�ILUVW�PDQDJHG�D�IHZ�RI�WKHLU�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�WKHQ�PRYHG�
WR�WKH�IURQW�RIILFH�DV�+XPDQ�5HVRXUFHV��$IWHU�ILYH�\HDUV�,�PRYHG�WR�D�VPDOO�EDQN�DV�KHDG�RI�+5�
DQG�VWD\HG�ZLWK�WKHP�IRU�DERXW�HLJKW�\HDUV��XQWLO�WKH�KRXVLQJ�FULVHV�FDXVHG�WKH�EDQN�WR�IROG�DQG�,�
PRYHG�WR�D�TXLFN�RLO�FKDQJH�FRPSDQ\�DV�+5��$IWHU�D�\HDU�ZLWK�WKH�RLO�FKDQJH�JX\V�P\�IULHQGV�LQ�

3HWHU�$��3RHUVFKNH 
%LUPLQJKDP��$/ 



WKH�VPDOO�EXVLQHVV�JURXS�IRUPHG�D�QHZ�FRPSDQ\�DQG�DVNHG�PH�WR�DFW�DV�DQ�LQWHULP�*HQHUDO�
0DQDJHU�DQG�,�GLG�WKDW�IRU�DERXW�VL[�PRQWKV�XQWLO�,�GHFLGHG�WKDW�P\�WUXH�FDOOLQJ�ZDV�DV�D�VXSHU�
JUDQGIDWKHU�DQG�ZHQW�WR�ZRUN�LQ�WKDW�FDSDFLW\��3DJH�DQG�,�KDYH�VSHQW�RXU�WLPH�VSRLOLQJ�RXU�
JUDQGVRQV�VLQFH�WKDW�WLPH�DQG�KDYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�KDSSLHU��$IWHU�ZH�KDG�WZR�JLUOV��ZH�QRZ�KDYH�WZR�
JUDQGVRQV«QHYHU�UHDOL]HG�KRZ�GLIIHUHQW�OLWWOH�ER\V�DQG�JLUOV�DUH��,W¶V�D�ZKROH�GLIIHUHQW�EDOOJDPH��
%XW�ZKDW�IXQ�ZH�DUH�KDYLQJ��%RWK�IDPLOLHV�OLYH�OHVV�WKDQ�D�KDOI�KRXU�DZD\�DQG�ZH�VHH�WKHP�RIWHQ��
7KH\�NHHS�RXU�µROG¶�KDQGV�IXOO�DV�WKH\�DUH����0F/HDQ�3LWWV��DQG���PRQWKV��$XJXVW�+LFNV��DW�WKLV�
SRLQW� 

 
 
 

2XU�\RXQJHU�GDXJKWHU�0DEU\¶V�ZHGGLQJ�LQ�0DUFK�RI����� 

0DEU\�	�7KRPDV¶�EDE\�$XJXVW�
ZKR�ZDV�QDPHG�IRU�3HWHU��KLV�

PLGGOH�QDPH� 

3HWHU�DQG�0F/HDQ�)O\LQJ�DQ� 
++-��$�KHOLFRSWHU *UDQGDG��'DG��	�*UDQGVRQ 
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 �:+(&- �����/RQJ�%HDFK��&$
� 

µ��-¶�� 0DULQH�6DIHW\�,QVSHFWRU��0DULQH�,QVSHFWLRQ�2IILFH��/RQJ�%HDFK��&$���*UHDW�-RE��
 (QMR\HG�WKH�ZRUN�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�� 

µ��-¶�� 0DULQH�6DIHW\�,QVSHFWRU��86&*5���0DULQH�,QVSHFWLRQ�2IILFH��6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��&$ 


:H�VSHQW����PRQWKV�RQ�2FHDQ�6WDWLRQ�1RYHPEHU�DQG�2FHDQ�6WDWLRQ�9LFWRU��5HVHUYH�&UXLVH�DQG�5HIUHVKHU�7UDLQLQJ�LQ�
6DQ�'LHJR��,�GLG�D�WHQ�PRQWK�GHSOR\PHQW�WR�0DUNHW�7LPH�3DWUROV�LQ�9LHW�1DP�LQVWHDG�RI�IOLJKW�VFKRRO��0\�DSRORJLHV�WR�
0RXVH�&ODUN��0LNH�3KLOOLSV�DQG�WKHLU�VKLSPDWHV�DV�ZH�ZHUH�GHOD\HG�HQ�URXWH�DQG�UHOLHYHG�WKHP�D�PRQWK�ODWHU�WKDQ�
VFKHGXOHG���,¶P�TXLWH�VXUH�WKH\�KDYH�QHYHU�IRUJLYHQ�XV� 

3RVW-86&*�:RUN�+LVWRU\� 

µ��-¶�� 6HOI-HPSOR\HG�LQ�IDPLO\�EXVLQHVV�LQ�&HQWUDO�&DOLIRUQLD� 

µ��-¶�� )LHOG�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�(QJLQHHU��&RQWHO�&HOOXODU��)UHVQR��&$ 

µ��-¶�� )LHOG�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�(QJLQHHU��*7(�0RELOQHW��6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��&$ 

µ��-¶��� ,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�0DQDJHU��9HUL]RQ�:LUHOHVV��:DOQXW�&UHHN��&$ 

5HWLUHG�+LVWRU\� 

���� 5HWLUHG�IURP�9HUL]RQ�:LUHOHVV�DQG�UHORFDWHG�WR�/DV�9HJDV��1HYDGD 

µ��-SUHV 'RLQJ�&RQWUDFW�ZRUN�IRU�9HUL]RQ�:LUHOHVV�LQ�/DV�9HJDV�DV�WLPH�SHUPLWV�� 

)DPLO\� 

1HHGOHVV�WR�VD\��P\�JUHDWHVW�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�LQ�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�LV�P\�IDPLO\��*RG�KDV�EOHVVHG�
PH�ZLWK�D�ZRQGHUIXO�ZLIH����EHDXWLIXO�FKLOGUHQ�DQG���SUHFLRXV�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�� 

,�PHW�WKH�ORYH�RI�P\�OLIH�DIWHU�UHWXUQLQJ�IURP�9LHW�1DP�DQG�ZH�ZHUH�PDUULHG�LQ�1RYHPEHU�RI�

5RQ�6KDUS 
/DV�9HJDV��19 



������6KH�ZRUNHG�WKH�0,2�2IILFH���ILUVW�WLPH�,�PHW�KHU�VKH�KDG�WR�FDOO�PH�VLU��7KDW�GLG�QRW�ODVW�
ORQJ��2XU�ILUVW�EHDXWLIXO�GDXJKWHU��-HQQLIHU��ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�0DUFK�RI������ 

2XU�VRQ��*DU\��ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�0DUFK�RI������DQG�RXU�
VHFRQG�GDXJKWHU��9HURQLFD��LQ�2FWREHU�RI�������1RW�
EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�KDG�LWV�EHQHILWV�RQ�WKH�IDPLO\�
VLGH��$OO�P\�FKLOGUHQ�DWWHQGHG�WKH�VDPH�VFKRRO�IURP�
.-��WK�JUDGH�� 

,�VHUYHG�RQ�WKH�ORFDO�VFKRRO�ERDUG�IRU�HLJKW�\HDUV�DQG�
FRDFKHG�DW�WKH�ORFDO�KLJK�VFKRRO�IRU����\HDUV��
)UHVKPDQ�%R\V��-XQLRU�9DUVLW\�%DVNHWEDOO�DQG�9DUVLW\�
)RRWEDOO��0\�NLGV�VRPHWLPHV�GLG�QRW�WKLQN�WKDW�ZDV�
VXFK�D�JRRG�WKLQJ�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�RIWHQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�

&RDFK�6KDUS¶V�NLGV��RU�WKH�NLG�RI�WKDW�VFKRRO�
ERDUG�PHPEHU� 

'DXJKWHU����DWWHQGHG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
&DOLIRUQLD��6DQWD�%DUEDUD�DQG�JUDGXDWHG�WRS�RI�
KHU�FODVV�LQ�%XVLQHVV�(FRQRPLFV��DERXW�WKH�VDPH�
FODVV�UDQN�,�KDG����ZRUNHG�IRU�$OOHQ�*UHHQVSDQ�DW�
)HGHUDO�5HVHUYH�DQG�WKHQ�REWDLQHG�KHU�0DVWHUV�
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ��6KH�QRZ�OLYHV�LQ�

6DQ�'LHJR��
&DOLIRUQLD�ZLWK�KHU�
KXVEDQG�%RE�DQG�
WZR�RI�P\�
JUDQGVRQV��&\UXV�DQG�'DULXV� 

2XU�VRQ�DWWHQGHG�5HHGOH\�-XQLRU�&ROOHJH�IRU�WZR�\HDUV�DQG�WKHQ�
DWWHQGHG�6RXWKHUQ�8WDK�8QLYHUVLW\�RQ�D�IRRWEDOO�VFKRODUVKLS�IRU�
WZR�\HDUV��+H�ZDV�D�VWDUWLQJ�RIIHQVLYH�OLQHPDQ��""��DOO�IRXU�\HDUV�
DQG�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�DWWHQG�HYHU\�JDPH�H[FHSW�IRU�RQH��+H�QRZ�OLYHV�LQ�
/DV�9HJDV�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH�5XWK�DQG�P\�JUDQGVRQ�&RE\�DQG�
JUDQGGDXJKWHU�6DPDUD� 

'DXJKWHU����DWWHQGHG�$]XVD�3DFLILF�8QLYHUVLW\��UHFHLYHG�KHU�%$�
GHJUHH�DQG�WUDYHOHG�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWK�D�VWDWH�\RXWK�FKRLU�ZKHUH�VKH�
PHW�KHU�IXWXUH�KXVEDQG�&DPHURQ��7KH\�OLYH�LQ�.HOVR��:DVKLQJWRQ�
DQG�KDYH�DGGHG�P\��WK�JUDQGVRQ��1RDK� 

,�ZDQW�WR�WDNH�WKLV�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WKDQN�HDFK�RQH�RI�\RX��P\�µ���&ODVVPDWHV��IRU�WKH�LPSDFW�\RX�
KDYH�KDG�RQ�P\�OLIH��7KRVH�RI�\RX�LQ�:-��6ZDE�6XPPHU��)R[WURW�DQG�%UDYR�&RPSDQLHV��VWXG\�
KHOSHUV�WKDW�NHSW�PH�HOLJLEOH��DQG�P\�7HDPPDWHV�LQ�%DVNHWEDOO��%DVHEDOO��DQG�)RRWEDOO��*X\V�OLNH�
.%��=RUED��0RQGR��/-%ROW��2PDU��6FKXO]��-HUN��%ULOOR��5XG\��WKH�OLWWOH�JLDQWV�'DQ�DQG�1HG��7R]��
*KRVW��6WDQ�WKH�0DQ��WKH�%DE\�%XOO��0RXVH��6PHOO\��$QFKRU�%DOO��3ODQW��0RQN��+RRY\��)DQJ��
2EMHH��0XJV��WKH�3RODFN��%RRJ��WKH�+RXQG��6WXPS\��DQG�DOO�WKH�UHVW�RI�\RX�ZLWKRXW�FRRO�
QLFNQDPHV��,�DP�SURXG�DQG�KRQRUHG�WR�FDOO�HDFK�RI�\RX�)ULHQG�DQG�KDYH�FKHULVKHG�\RXU�
IULHQGVKLS�DQG�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV��0D\�ZH�KDYH�PDQ\�PRUH� 

6DPDUD��*DU\��5XWK��&RE\��'DULXV��%RE��&\UXV��
-HQQLIHU��/LQGD��5RQ��9HURQLFD��1RDK��&DPHURQ 

*UDQGNLGV�'DULXV��1RDK�� 
&\UXV��6DPDUD��&RE\ 

&\UXV��1RDK��/LQGD��'DULXV��
5RQ��&RE\��6DPDUD 
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