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’69 CLASS CORRESPONDENTS
CAPT Wayne Gronlund & CAPT Christopher Kreiler

classnotes@uscga69.org
Your class correspondents are sad to report the passing of Robert Clayton Belote, January 12, 1947 – February 17, 2026.
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69-1: Bob (Clancy) Belote

Bob’s (Clancy) Classmate Remembrance -.
Bob Pokress - just read the citation that accompanied Bob’s being awarded the Air Medal back in 1980. Truly impressive how he piloted his helicopter and was able to keep it on station under Hurricane force wind and storm conditions while he came up with a way under impossible hoist conditions to save the lives of two men who were on a sailboat that was sinking as a result of that Hurricane. Very proud to call Bob a classmate. 

Bruce Griffiths - So sorry to hear.  Bob and Carmel dear friends. Thinking of Carmel and their kids.

Tim Cenna - Sorry to hear about this. Bob was one of the "good guys".
Jerry Hale - Sad news indeed. Bob, Dave and I were together in June at Tom Rutenberg’s Memorial.
Bill Bowen - Bob and I were roommates at CGA and after graduation and our brief visits home to Florida we drove across country to long Beach together staying first at my cousins then to an apartment we shared with Stan Brobeck Ron Sharp and Roger Rufe. We shared the bottom floor of the 3-story apartment.  Watched the moon landing together. Rest in peace my friend. A great classmate and true hero. 

Mike Moore - Alice and I were deeply saddened to learn of Bob's passing. He held a special place in our life and our hearts: he was the best man at our wedding. Bob and I served at CGAS Corpus Christi, the first aviation duty station for us. He was an excellent member of that unit's pilots and a great friend to us. As stated by others, Bob was truly one of the good guys. May he rest in eternal peace.  Carmel and his family are in our thoughts and prayers, and, I am certain, in those of our class.

Rich Ford - Sad news.  My most enduring memory of Bob, involved him staring down at me, as I sat on the mat we were on, trying to stare back at him. As my vision slowly came back into focus, I realized he had just taught me everything I know about boxing. We had just been given the basics of boxing when the gym instructor paired us off because we were similar in size. We squared off against one another. Bob weaved a couple of times and then delivered three jabs to my head in quick succession with his left. Then, not having paid as close attention as I should have to the instructor, I was expecting another, when I took a hard, crushing roundhouse from his right. I tried to stay on my feet, but my legs buckled and I went down from the blow. I rolled up into a sitting position, trying to focus on him. I yelled, "No mas! No mas!" --Hey that's how I remember it!"-- and the fight ended within seconds. And the lesson Bob taught me is that jabs can be painful, but it is the punch you're being set up for that you should be looking out for.  Bob was a good man. I will pray for his family and friends who will sorely miss him.
Condolences may be sent to the address listed in the CGA Alumni Membership Directory.
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69-2: Bob and Carmel Belote at the 55th Reunion
Your class correspondents are sad to report the passing of Eric William Miller, March 30, 1947 – February 12, 2026.

Eric William Miller, born on March 30, 1947, passed away on February 12, 2026, at the age of 78.  He was a resident of Port Charlotte, Florida.
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69-3: Eric Miller
Chris and Judy Kreiler, Steve and Marlies Hungness, and Vince Kinal got together for lunch in Clearwater, Florida.  We dined at Vince’s favorite restaurant near his house.  Food was excellent and the conversation even better.  Vince is still trying to get his condo fixed up for sale.  It was damaged extensively by Hurricane Milton in October 2024.
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69-4: Kreiler’s, Hungness’s and Kinal at Lunch in Clearwater, FL
Congratulations to Kathy Gravino for being elected to the Town of Georgetown, Maine’s Special Select Board.  Kathy received over 60% of the votes cast.  Well done Kathy!
Steve Hungness has submitted the paperwork for nominating the 1969 Men’s Outdoor Track and Field Team for USCGA Athletic Hall of Fame.  Here is an excerpt for that nomination: The 1969 CGA Men’s Outdoor Track and Field Team is worthy of special recognition and induction into the CGA Hall of Fame.  As the ranking 1/c Cadet from the 1969 team (since Greg Magee passing), I am submitting this nomination.  As a 4-year CGA outdoor track and field varsity letterman I am very familiar with track and field meet strategy/scoring and will explain why this team was so exceptional.  Under the leadership of the 1969 New England inter-Collegiate Amateur Athletic Association’s Coach of the Year, Mr. Ed Tucker, this 1969 team had a perfect 10–0 regular season record – equal to its 1968 9-0 regular unbeaten season.  But in 1969, team performance reached an unprecedented level in the post season – winning both the 48th Annual Easter Inter-Collegiate Athletic Association Championship in Brunswick ME & the 82nd Annual NEICAAA Championship at Boston College.  The NEICAAA Championship meet is still held annually and is the second oldest organized track meet in the U.S.  Note: No other CGA outdoor track and field team has won the prestigious New England Track and Field Championship since CGA was admitted into the Association in the 1960’s.  On 5/24/1969 at the conclusion of the NEICAAA Meet, the following athletes: Magee, Platz, Hungness, Jackson, Brown, Cross, Tamargo, Lynch, Rottier, Peterson, Squires, Davis, Pettingill and Sirois held 13 of the 19 Men’s Outdoor Track and Field Academy Records.
Barry Kane hosted another classic golf tournament held by the elite golfers of ’69.  The Eastern Carolina Golf Half Marathon reconvened again with Barry Kane, Tim Josiah, Bob Acker, and Chris Kreiler at Barry's house in Wallace, North Carolina.  The original time slot in May was rained out, so the tournament was rescheduled for September. Due to our maturity, golf rounds were limited to eighteen holes each day.  We enjoyed perfect weather as we played Bear Trail Golf Club, Duplin Country Club, The River Course, and The Landing Course.  Prizes were awarded for closest to the pin on the shortest par 3 on the course.  To our amazement, we all broke even and went home the cash we brought.  The group was joined by Walt McDougall for Mexican Night and by Ted White for dinner at the club. A good time was had by all.  We are all looking forward to returning next year.  Barry added that except for two COVID years, they have held this event every year since 2008.  
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69-5: Acker, Kreiler, Kane, Josiah, McDougall at Mexican Night
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69-6: Kane, Acker, White, Kreiler, Josiah at Club Dinner
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