August 2025

’69 CLASS CORRESPONDENTS
CAPT Wayne Gronlund & CAPT Christopher Kreiler

classnotes@uscga69.org

Your class correspondents are sad to report the passing of Thomas Edward Rutenberg Jr., March 4, 1948 – June 1, 2025.

Tom’s Obituary - Thomas Edward Rutenberg, Jr., age 77, of Nellysford, Virginia passed away peacefully on Sunday, June 1, 2025, surrounded by his family. He was born in Rochester, New York on March 4, 1948, and was the son of Thomas Edward Rutenberg, Sr. and Elinor Louise Horwath.

Tom (aka Rute) was a 1969 graduate of the United States Coast Guard Academy and received his MBA from Tulane University. The lifelong friendships that he made with his Coast Guard classmates were very important to him.

Tom was passionate about his family, his sports and his music. His wife, Karen, was the love of his life. He was a loving and devoted father and grandfather; a guide and mentor for them. Tom enjoyed being a coach for each of his children’s soccer teams. A true New York sports fan - he was an avid fan of the Syracuse Orangemen, the San Francisco Giants, the New York Giants and Willie Mays. He often listened to the music of Neil Young and Al Hirt.

For the past 4 years Tom loved learning about his Lord & Savior, the Bible and its contents. He was learning to trust the scriptures and how to pray. The book of Daniel is still open on his desk with his pen, yellow highlighter, and notebook nearby.

Tom will be remembered for the warmth he brought into the world, the joy he shared through his humor and the profound love that he had for his family and friends.

Tom is survived by his loving wife of 51 years, Karen Jee Rutenberg, his son Thomas Rutenberg III - known as Trey, his daughter Shari Bonet (Vinnie) and grandchildren (Derek (Kelsey & great grand-daughter Lydia), James, Liam, Reagan and Mason), and his daughter Carolyn Dorfman (Noah) and grandchildren (Judah and Tyler). He is also survived by his sister Pat Adduci, his sister Laurie Reynolds (Jeff) and his brother Chuck Rutenberg along with his nieces and nephews.

Burial was held Friday, June 27, 2025, at 2:00p.m. at the Washington Crossing National Cemetery, 830 Highland Rd., Newtown, PA 18940. A Celebration of Life gathering followed the burial ceremony.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorial contributions be made to the Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research in memory of Thomas Rutenberg, Jr. at https://tribute.michaeljfox.org/tribute-page.php?id=3231&np=true.
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69 Thomas Edward Rutenberg Jr.
Dave Anderson, Bob Belote and Jerry Hale along with their wives represented the class at the funeral. Many, many friends of Tom and Karen attended. Karen gave each of them a role in the service/reception. The entire event was nicely done.
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69 Jerry Hale, Karen Rutenberg, Bob Belote, and Dave Anderson 
at Rute’s Funeral

Classmates remembered Tom in many different ways. Below are three stories presented by Rich Ford, Chuck Talar, and Jim Smith that add some chuckles and fond memories for classmates and those who knew Tom well.
Rich Ford: Rute, Fairwell and following seas old friend, and may God watch over and protect your loved ones. Tom always had a smile on his face, and nothing ever seemed to get him down. However, if you looked closely, his smile always seemed to be tinged with a hint of mischief. 
My favorite ‘Rute and Griff' story happened during 1st Class year, which, like every other year we spent in Chase Hall, saw several room changes with the various regimental makes. I think it was the last make before graduation and Rute and Tom decided to room together. Fair enough, but if you went looking for them, whatever the reason, you could not find them. Seemingly, they were not there, anywhere. Gone. And the room they were billeted to had other people living there, who had no idea where Rute and Tom were. So, did they move out of Chase Hall, and live elsewhere in town? AWOL? Nah! They simply took advantage of the construction going on in the new wing of Chase Hall and moved into a room on the other side of the Visqueen barrier, separating the existing barracks from the new construction. But if you knew where to look, you simply loosened the barrier, slid behind it, and Rute and Griff lived two or three doors beyond. Beyond the pale, as they say, with its rules and schedules, and strict timelines. 
Rute and Griff always had time for visitors, Taps? Lights out? ...meant nothing to them. You could stay as long as you wanted. Life was good!

I guess it's time for all of us to say goodbye to Rute. Wish him well. Tell him we'll all be along shortly. However, I'm going to take just a moment to peak on the other side of that Visqueen barrier to make certain that that mischievous rascal isn't up to something.

Chuck Talar: When I was assigned, after ordination, to St Thomas Aquinas, Fairfield, CT Rute and I were able to reconnect. I met his family; they came to dinner at my parents one Thanksgiving as I recall. Later when assigned to Saint Mary's Seminary they made the trip there to spend in Baltimore and attend a concert at the seminary. Subsequent assignments broke connections to many, Rute included.

But he remains one of my post-Academy contacts and encouraged me to attend class reunions before assignment to Texas and falling off the edge of the earth. One of the things I have to be grateful to him for.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. (A traditional prayer, but I suspect it makes the kingdom too passive a venue. I hope for livelier than that.)

Jim Smith: Difficult to hear this, heart goes out to Karen and family ... the man was always smiling. Roommate 1st semester swab year, always a laugh, even when it was not so much fun. Clarification:
(1) Rute's only swab year

(2) my second

(3) it's a long story, not important

Very nice note from Griff. Rute will live long in memory ...

Mark Present reported that Paula and he took a wonderful trip with Pearl Seas Cruises in May, aboard the Pearl Mist. They set sail from Portland, ME and the cruise ended in Toronto, Canada. Ports of call included Eastport, Lunenburg, Halifax, Charlottetown, Cap Aux Meules, Gaspe, Bale-Comeau, Saguenay Fjord, Quebec City, Montreal, Kingston, and Toronto. Pearl Mist is a small ship and sails through and around the Great Lakes. 
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69 Mark and Paula Present in Eastport, Maine
Gary Pavlik recently made a hunting trip to South Africa. They are all God’s creatures but here is a picture of a very good Kudu he shot. ....and now that you have advanced to Great American Hunter, what's next? Swimming in the Australian Coral Reefs with Great White Sharks? Very impressive adventure!
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69 Gary Pavlik with a trophy Kudo
Bob and Susie Pokress attended grandson Nate’s CGA graduation and commissioning on Wednesday, May 21. It was a thrill for Bob to come up to the podium to award Nate his commission. Commencement Week began on the Sunday with various activities that mirrored the activities we had starting the weekend before our graduation. The biggest differences are that there are no underclass cadets at the Academy by the time Commencement Week begins. As soon as cadets complete their spring semester finals (two weeks before Commencement) the 4/c, 3/c and 2/c cadets all take off for their respective summer’s professional training activities. That makes for a somewhat different set of Commencement Week Regimental Reviews since it is just the 1/c cadets in the Regimental reviews for the families and guests at the Academy. And they do the two Commencement Week reviews to give the cadet leadership for each of year’s two Makes (there are now only two leadership Makes each year, not four like during our era at CGA - the first Make running from May as soon as that year's 2/c become 1/c through to mid-January, then the second running from then until graduation) the opportunity to lead the cadets in one of the two Commencement Week reviews. Nate was a Company Commander for the Fall Make and got to lead his company along with his classmates in Regimental positions leading the Regiment in the first of the two Commencement Week reviews. While all the underclass Cadets are gone by Commencement Week, with graduating class sizes around 270 people, it’s still a cadet review that fills up the drill field. Watching the reviews put a lump in my throat since I gifted my Coast Guard sword to Nate during the spring of his 2/c year, so what had been my sword started serving with a second generation of the Pokress family in the Coast Guard. Nate’s first tour is as a DWO on CGC Hollyhock out of Honolulu. Now that great theme music for Hawaii Five-O by The Ventures immediately becomes an ear worm stuck in my head whenever I think of Nate being on a cutter out Honolulu as his first tour of duty. 
[image: image6.png]2 3





69 Bob and Susie Pokress with grandson Nate (Class of 2025)
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