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Mark Present and wife Paula took a 14-day Viking River Cruise on the Mississippi and went from New Orleans to St. Louis.  It was a real adventure!

Started off with delayed flights, getting into New Orleans late, but Viking had a driver waiting for us.  The ship had mechanical issues, and we boarded the ship in Darrow, LA, just after midnight.
River was very low and Viking had golf carts to get you up to the bases, if you didn't want to hike up.

Very different from the river cruises in Europe.  Where are you going next Mark?
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69-1: Mark and Paula Present
The Kreiler’s and Gravino’s hooked up in Portland, Maine.  Chris and Judy Kreiler were on a 28-day cruise from Montreal to Boston, then the Eastern Caribbean to Miami.  Lunch at a great seafood restaurant where lobster rolls rule!  A great time was had by all and the Gravino’s were the perfect hosts.
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69-2: Gravino’s and Kreiler’s at Portland Head Light

Heard from Dave Anderson.  In 2025, a picture of our class in service dress khakis, which was taken near the end of our first-class year (1969), was sent to classmates and/or widows of our classmates. {Editor’s Note: The picture was taken on 28 May 1969, the members of the Class of '69 assembled on the bleachers of Jones Field in Service Dress Khakis and full O-1 regalia for a class picture.} The picture was taken while we were sitting in the football stands from a distance in feet and time that we started trying to identify who was in the picture.  As the sun was out when the picture was taken, some of the faces were more difficult to identify with the shadow from our hats.  With the healthy number of emails that came in, we identified most, if not all.  As I still have most of the khaki uniform, I thought it would help in making a nice season's greetings to the classmates and widows.  So, I used some props, including my favorite cartoon characters to take my picture.  The Peanuts Christmas show was first on TV in December of 1965 when we were swabs, so we didn't see it that night.  However, I have watched the TV and DVD for many years now of A Charlie Brown Christmas and several more that Charles Schulz and company made.  I think our great-grandson will be inheriting some of my Peanuts memorabilia.  Other family members have some already.  and happy 2026 to all.  {Editor’s Note: For comparison of the class photo, we think Dave is Row C, Seat 15.} Batman
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69-3: Dave Anderson in Khaki’s
Congratulations to Bob and Kathy Gravino were recognized by their community of Georgetown, Maine as “Citizens of the Year.”  They continue to work with the community projects: local conservation initiatives, regional food insecurity and youth programs, and Rotary service projects around the world. Bob says it was an unexpected and humbling honor.  
[image: image4.png]



69-4: Bob and Kathy Gravino

Saw some interesting pictures of Jerry Hale on ice skates on Facebook.  Jerry writes: The pictures you saw on Facebook on Monday were from our family skate on Sunday evening. We had Christmas at my daughter Laura‘s house on Saturday the 20th and then followed up with a skate in Philadelphia the next day. It was a great time for all! I was blessed to be the oldest guy on the ice and I didn’t fall down. Hope you had a wonderful Christmas and have a healthy and prosperous 2026! Praying God's blessings on you and your family! 
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69-5: Jerry Hale with daughter Laura

Jim Smith sent an interesting observation.  Didja notice that the NYTimes "Wordle" answer on 8 December 2025 was GRAVY.  That's gotta be a good sign!

A blast from the past!  Steve Hungness brought a little-known fact around the Academy to our attention.  The Academy 1969 outdoor track team shared the New England Track Title with Holy Cross with a score of 35 points.  The Academy was leading into the final event and was caught after Holy Cross won the mile relay event.  Our classmates were instrumental in securing the victory against 24 other teams in the New England Championships.  The event was held on May 24, 1969, at Boston College.  Coach Ed Tucker won the outstanding New England Coach Award.  Our class contributed exceptionally toward the winning score.  Here were the results of the meet:  Running Events Finals: 440 Yard Relay - Coast Guard 2nd place (41.7 seconds); 120 High Hurdles – Greg Magee 1st place (14.5 seconds), Steve Hungness 4th place; 100 yard dash – Greg Magee 1st place (9.9 seconds); 800 yard run - Paul Jackson (70) 5th place (1:52.1); Three mile run - Ben Peterson 4th place (14:25.0); Field Events Finals: Discus – Doug Brown 3rd place (156 ft 8 inches); Triple Jump – Bruce Platz (71) 1st place (46 ft 3 in), High Jump – Bruce Platz (71) 2nd place (6 ft 4 in); Pole Vault – Dennis Sirois (70) 4th place tie (13 ft 6 in). It should be noted that this is the only known New England Championship that has been won by an Academy Outdoor Track Team.  It is quite an accomplishment.  Thanks to Steve Hungness for bringing this to our attention.
Jerry Hale attended the Congressional Baseball game this past summer.  He met up with our former classmate Jack Bergman, Republican Congressman from Michigan’s 1st District.  Jack has done very well – Marine Helicopter Pilot, promoted to 3-star General, flew for Northwest Airlines, and was elected to Congress.  By the way, the Republicans beat the Democrats 13 -2 all for a good cause, raising money for charity.
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69-6: Jerry Hale with Congressman Jack Bergman


2
Page  of 2

