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Your class correspondents are sad to report the passing of Robert Wilmont Thorne Sr., March 23, 1946 – March 9, 2026.

Captain Robert Wilmot Thorne, of East Lyme, CT, passed away on March 9, 2026. Born in Staten Island, NY in 1946, he was the son of Charles Wilmot and Marjorie Prosser Thorne. He attended grade school in New Shrewsbury, NJ and went to Monmouth Regional High School, graduating in 1964. He attended Rutgers University for one semester. The following year he accepted his appointment to the Coast Guard Academy (CGA), graduating in 1969. In 1979 he received a master’s degree in human resources from Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, CA.

Captain Thorne had a distinguished 32-year career in the Coast Guard. He was assigned on four Coast Guard cutters including as Commanding Officer on the CAPE MORGAN, a 95-foot patrol boat in Charleston, SC, and on the 180-foot cutter HORNBEAM in Cape May, NJ. He was School Chief for the Coast Guard Officer Candidate School at Reserve Training Center, Yorktown, VA from 1980 to 1983. In 1981, he oversaw the Victory of Yorktown Bicentennial Celebration Honors for President Ronald Reagan and President Francois Mitterrand of France. From 1985-1988, he was assigned to Headquarters U.S. European Command, in Stuttgart, then West Germany. He managed the new African Coastal Security program where he worked with many small navies in West Africa focusing on fisheries protection. In 1990-91, he was the Executive Officer of the Coast Guard Support Center on Governors Island, NY overseeing the most complex Coast Guard installation in the world providing support services to tenant commands and five thousand residents.

Promoted to Captain in 1991, he returned to the Coast Guard Academy as Deputy Commandant of Cadets overseeing the Corps of Cadets and the Professional Studies Department. In 1992, he was assigned to be Director of Admissions serving in this position for nine years where he also volunteered to sponsor all the international students attending the Academy.

He was captain of the CGA soccer and basketball teams and played on the tennis team. In 1972, he served for four years as the assistant CGA varsity soccer coach. In 1992, he was selected into the Coast Guard Academy Athletic Hall of Fame. He retired from the Coast Guard in 2001.

Among his military medals, he received the Coast Guard Legion of Merit, the Coast Guard Meritorious Service medal, the Coast Guard and Army Commendation medals, and the Defense Meritorious Service medal from Headquarters, U.S. European Command.

Starting in 2002, Bob worked for TSA for 7 years as the “Crisis Manager” for the federal government at T.F. Greene Airport, RI.

In 1969, he married the love of his life, Barbara Felton Thorne at the Naval Chapel in Philadelphia. They were married 54 years. His surviving family includes his older son, Robert Jr. and his wife Marielle, and their daughter Kyle and son Spencer; and his younger son Thomas and his wife Vanda and their daughter Vanessa and son Filip.
As a child, Captain Thorne grew up in Egypt for ten years as his father was a TWA navigator, based in Cairo. The family often visited the Valley of the Kings, the Temple of Karnak, Luxor, the great pyramids, and the famous Cairo Museum holding the antiquities of King Tut’s Tomb.

The leader of Egypt, Colonel Gamal Abdul Nasser, awarded the gold medal to “Bobby” for winning the national free style swimming championship under the age of ten. In 1956, Colonel Nasser seized the Suez Canal immediately leading to war with England, France, and Israel. Within days, the Thorne family of six and many Americans were evacuated by the U.S. Sixth Naval Fleet from Alexandria harbor on the Mediterranean Sea.

A memorial service was held on March 30th at the Coast Guard Memorial Chapel at CGA.
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69-1: CAPT Bob Thorne
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69-2: Cadet 1/C Bob Thorne
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69-3: Classmates at Bob Thorne’s Memorial Service
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69-4: Bob Thorne - Link-in-the-Chain with CGA 2019
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69-5: Bob & Barbara Thorne with their Family
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69-6: Barbara & Bob Thorne
Classmate Remembrances:
Jim Smith - Words fail me. I think Quigs really loved the CG and the Academy (second only to Barbara!). Never a cross word for anybody ... and the nicest guy you'd ever want to meet. Natural athlete and as natural a person as can be imagined, the real deal. We are all going to miss him! I've been thinking about Quigley (bet we all have). Here's a story from waaay back. Too long for the Bulletin? Not sure what to do with it. 
On Eagle, 3/c cruise (?). Quigs and I were standing an engine room watch, not much going on. He had an idea for killing some time, and he explained this game to me, using the names of states or countries:

Quigs: I'll go first and name a state or a country, and then you take the last letter of the name I gave and use that as the first letter of the state or country you want to name. We'll see how long we can go. 

JS: OK, let's give it a try.

Quigs: Alright, first one ... Australia. 
JS: Alabama (thinking that's odd, now we have to go around again starting with "a")

Quigs: Algeria
JS: (What? I have to go again starting with "a"?) OK, how about Austria. 
Quigs: Alaska.

JS: (Good grief. I have to get us out of this starting-and-ending-with-"a" do-loop) OK, Afghanistan.
Quigs (thought for a second): Nevada. And he started laughing! 
JS: You're killing me. I gotta go oil something. I quit. 
It didn't dawn on me right away, but Quigs was sneaky clever. I think he had collected a LOT of place names (a hobby?) and he realized there are many states or countries that start and/or end with "a". And as long as he went first, he could steer his opponent back to another recycle of the letter "a".

Fred Wilder - I am deeply sorry for the passing of Bob, a good friend and classmate. The thing I remember most about Bob was that he always had time for you, he never made you feel like you were an interruption. No matter what the circumstance Bob was always ready to help. May their family feel God's presence and peace during this difficult time.

John Miner - You guys have said it all. He was the best! He and I were co-captains of the soccer team. Save me a spot Bob.

Rich Vlaun - So So sad to hear this! Bob, Bruce Wintersteen and I were on the Ingham together right out of the academy. We all lived in the same apartment complex in Portsmouth and created lifelong friendships there! Bob and Barbara will be together now but greatly missed!
Fred Schmitt - Agree with all the comments. Quigley was an outstanding person and classmate. With some college under his belt, he brought a level of maturity and a sense of humor to our swab year that many of us (17 years old at the time) greatly appreciated. He never lost that ability to relate to people. May he rest in peace.
George Naccara - Debated whether I should respond to this one, as it is most painful. Bob and I were close friends for the past 60 years - both being Jersey Boys, of course. Our families remained close as well, and over the past 25 years, we got together with Dave Dubois, Greg Labas and our wives, often spending time in Maine on summer vacations. Bob and I still played ping pong at his home in Connecticut and even at the facility where he has been living the past couple of years. We played tennis at the Academy often as well. But he most enjoyed our singing (?) some of the old tunes by the Temptations, Johnny Mathis, the Four Tops and Smokey and the Miracles. A remarkable athlete, with a great sense of humor, I still remember him stopping by my room nearly every morning as cadets to borrow my electric razor before morning muster. And if you ever saw his rendition of The Sheik you would forever remember his outfit, his complexion and his 5 o'clock shadow which made it so realistic. I could go on and on about our friendship (I last saw Bob less than two weeks ago) and the depth and breadth of his talents and abilities, but I have no doubt he left the same impressions with nearly all our classmates. I am thankful that he is with his beloved Barbara and no doubt resting in peace, finally. Bob, I will remember you to The Twelfth of Never as you could tell from The Tracks of My Tears...

Stu White - Bob/Quigs was a good friend and classmate, great tennis partner as well as golf partner! We had numerous phone calls over the years covering many topics; I'll cherish those memories. Rest in peace good friend.
Ron Greto - Quigley: A Great Classmate, Athlete, Teammate, and Dear Friend. May he rest in peace.
We will include more remembrances of Bob in the next issue.
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