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August 11, 2025
Your Class Correspondents are sad to report the passing of Paul Jay Bodenhofer, September 30, 1947 – August 11, 2025

Paul’s Obituary: Paul Jay Bodenhofer, age 77, passed away peacefully, surrounded by family on August 11, 2025. Born into an Air Force family in Pasadena, California, he spent his formative years moving across the globe, from California to Germany, Texas to Hawaii and the Philippines, before leaving home as a 17-year-old to attend the United States Coast Guard Academy. He was a proud member of the class of 1969. It was there, during his first year, that Paul attended a YMCA dance in New London and met the love of his life, Candace. Thus began the grand adventure that they shared for the next 60 years. 
Paul’s 20-year career in the Coast Guard, first as a sea-going officer and then as an attorney and judge, took Paul and Candace from coast to coast. Their son, Erik, arrived while they were stationed in Ketchikan, Alaska. Their next stop was Miami where Paul attended the University of Miami School of Law. Their daughter, Kristen, was born while they were living in Seattle, Washington. Tours in New York City and Kodiak, Alaska followed, with the journeys across the country made in the family’s beloved pop-up Volkswagen camper. Paul’s final assignment brought the family back to Candace’s hometown of East Lyme, and he served two tours as the Staff Legal Officer at the Coast Guard Academy before retiring in 1989. 
Paul then began his second career working for the State of CT, first in the Department of Corrections and then for the Office of Labor Relations, retiring for the final time in 2012. Paul was born for retirement. He and Candace traveled the world together (Majorca being his favorite destination), played golf, and cheered at countless grandchild sporting events and concerts. Paul brewed his own beer, was a voracious reader, and a master of trivia. At his family’s insistence, he auditioned for Jeopardy and was selected to be a contestant. Unfortunately, it was the season of Ken Jennings, and he was never called up, but we know he would have dominated. 
Paul was a lover of terrible jokes and even worse movies. He volunteered at the soup kitchen in Norwich, the USCGA Alumni Association, and Voluntary Income Tax Assistance for Norwich Human Services. He was an Eagle scout who enjoyed camping his whole life until he decided that sleeping on the ground was only for the young. A lifelong athlete, Paul loved to play volleyball, softball, racquetball, and soccer. Though he was a very active person, he was just as happy in his recliner reading a book or watching shows on BritBox. 
Four years ago, Paul received a donor kidney from his favorite child, Kristen. We are very grateful to his transplant team at Hartford Hospital who took such great care of him. 

Paul was pre-deceased by his parents, Paul and Mary, and his younger brother, Bruce. He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Candace, son Erik and daughter-in-law Myev, daughter Kristen, and sisters Barbara Crawford and Paula Ostlund. He is also survived by his grandchildren, Anya and Jake, to whom he was better than a grandpa, he was a Buppa. 
A Memorial Service was held on Friday, September 5th at 11:00 a.m. at the Coast Guard Academy Chapel followed by inurnment at the Academy Columbarium.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the United States Coast Guard Museum.
The following classmates and spouses were able to attend Paul’s Memorial Service: Bob & Kathy Gravino, Bob & Susie Pokress, Bill & Lisa Bissell, Jeff & Cathy Robbins, Mike Sprague, Jim Gynther, Larry & Margreet Beason, and Wayne & Debbie Gronlund.
At Paul’s service, several speakers mentioned his keen sense of humor and his ability to be succinct. Larry Beason gave a brief recap of an exchange they had with the security guard when entering CGA’s Main Gate. When asked if they had any weapons in the vehicle, Larry responded “Just my wits.” To which Paul quickly added, “See, completely unarmed!”
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69: Paul Jay Bodenhofer
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CGA ’69 Classmates & Spouses at Paul’s Memorial Service
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Candace Bodenhofer surrounded by CGA ’69 Classmates & Spouses

Bruce Griffiths and Gail Walraven recently had an amazing trip from La Jolla, California to Hood River, Oregon. They were lucky enough to witness a rare meteorological phenomenon that created a breathtaking sunset. Bruce had the chance to paddle with the Hood River Outrigger Canoe club the next day, which was an incredible adventure! 
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Bruce Griffiths and Gail Walraven at the Columbia River Gorge, 
Hood River, OR
Bruce Griffiths had the chance to meet Captain Les High, the oldest living USCGA grad, at a special reception on our Eagle when she made a port call in San Diego. Captain High graduated the year most of us were born - 1947! They had a nice chat and found out he lives just a couple of miles from me. It was a fascinating 80+ year contrast as I was greeted by the Class of 2029 just reporting on board! That greeting and boarding The Schmeeg brought back a flood of memories from my swab summer days!
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Bruce Griffiths with CAPT Les High on CGC Eagle

Bob Pokress reports two more grandkids got launched this spring in addition to grandson Nate who graduated from the Academy in May as a member of CGA's Class of ’25 and is now a DWO on a cutter out of Honolulu. Granddaughter Dani, daughter Becca's oldest (standing next to Susie in the photo), graduated from high school in May and is heading off to college in New York City to major in fashion business and marketing, and granddaughter Jane, son Matt’s youngest (next to me in the photo), graduated from high school a week later and is heading off to college in California to major in marine science.  
This summer, I had an epic adventure! I helped Matt sail his boat back to Boston after he participated in the Marblehead to Halifax Ocean Race in early July. His crew of seasoned ocean racers returned home as soon as the race ended, leaving Matt to find a second crew to assist him in the journey back. So, I flew to Halifax, met up with his boat, and helped him sail across the Gulf of Canada and back to Boston. I tried to follow a daily routine of sun-runs-sun-celestial navigation (GPS is awesome, but as the 80s saying goes, trust but verify). Unfortunately, the weather wasn’t cooperating, with fog most of the way. So, I’ll have to wait until next summer to see how well my celestial navigation skills have stood the test of time. Meanwhile, Nate was in Honolulu, Jane headed to Santa Barbara, Dani went to New York City, and Susie and I will have plenty of reasons to explore the Pacific Ocean, interspersed with trips to the Big Apple.
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Bob Pokress with wife Susie and granddaughters Dani and Jane
The Class Correspondents got a quick note from Russ Askey. Nothing much has changed since I retired from Cisco. Alana and I mostly spend our time visiting or being visited by our kids and grandkids. We also make a few “road trips” each year to Maine to hike and enjoy the beautiful scenery. Your website is really helpful (www.uscga69.org), especially since I left the Alumni Association a year or two ago. 
The class correspondents are heartbroken to share the news of Kathy Santel’s passing. Kathy, Vince Kinal’s beloved companion, passed away on Sunday, July 27, 2025. Vince and Kathy met in Cincinnati, Ohio back in April 1999, and they’ve been inseparable ever since. Kathy was a true sweetheart and a loyal friend. As of now, no services have been planned. If you’d like to send your condolences, you can reach out to Mr. Vince Kinal at 4506 Superior Lane, Clearwater, FL 33752.
Page 2 of 2

