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DREW GERFIN’s wife CAROL died tragically on February 11th while trying to aid the injured in an accident on Interstate 59 in Picayune, Mississippi, when an automobile collided with an 18-wheeler.  The Picayune Item reported that the Picayune Police Department’s investigation found that “Mrs. Gerfin never passed an accident without offering help; she was a woman of real heroic character, a nurse that never passed an accident without stopping to offer her professional assistance.”  CAROL’s funeral service was held on Fat Tuesday, the last day of Mardi Gras, and was given a Mardi Gras theme.  BOB DONNEE, TOM HAMBLIN, PETE LENES and PAUL PROKOP attended the service.  DREW thanked those who contacted and supported him after CAROL’s death: “I have heard from many classmates and several classes before and behind us—incredible love and respect expressed for CAROL.  Thanks to all my Coast Guard Academy brethren.”
SUSAN WHEATLEY asked that I thank the Class for the flowers, cards, e-mails, donations and telephone calls that she received after LARRY’s death in November.  “The Class of 1969 has the most thoughtful group of guys.”

ED CARAPEZZA married his girlfriend MARSHA in a small ceremony attended by family and friends in Arlington, Virginia, on December 20, 2009.  ED is still on temporary assignment from his DARPA office and working in New England with several universities until June 1, 2010.
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The newly weds, ED & MARSHA CARAPEZZA.
DAVE FRYDENLUND retired from the Coast Guard in June 1989 and moved back to the San Francisco area (Belmont) just in time for the Loma Prieta Earthquake and the Oakland fires.  Anticipating retirement, he had started a high tech consulting partnership with his wife, PAT TERMAN, in 1987.  Their original focus was on problems requiring multi-disciplinary approaches, especially physics, engineering, environmental, business and computer sciences.  They did a series of subcontracts for the State Department, DARPA and the Coast Guard.  This led to work for private corporations and R&D projects in robotic systems and automation of green house controls.  By the late 1990’s they achieved their financial objectives and stopped taking new contracts.  By 2000 the business had spun down and they retired a second time, turning their attention to working as volunteers with young people.  In PAT’s case it was mentoring and tutoring disadvantaged youth and theater.  DAVE coached high school robotics, coached and refereed soccer, and created a program for elementary students called “Blow, Bang, and Twang” which explored the history and science behind music and musical instruments.  They both also got involved in Boy Scouting, focusing on a program for 14-20 year olds called Venturing.  Their program is High Adventure based and focuses on canoeing, white water rafting, kayaking, mountaineering, sailing, back packing and wilderness survival.  Ever year they lead youth on a 10-14 day trip to locations like Iceland, Australia, Hawaii, British Columbia, the Northwestern U.S. and the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  Their involvement in these programs got them a reputation and they now do training for adults in Advanced (Wilderness) First Aid.  PAT began building web sites for pay, and on March 1st they launched the Paratus Institute, offering courses in Leadership and First Aid.  Because of PAT’s career in Ballet, they started their family late.  They now have a daughter, Sarah Terman, who graduated from Stanford with degrees in Classics and Theater and is now doing a Masters in Library Science from Syracuse.  Their son, Erik Frydenlund, graduated from UCLA in 2009 with a degree in History and an interest in narrative film.  DAVE’s involvement in Scouting has included captaining a gifted 44 foot sailboat from Los Angeles to San Francisco that involved many unanticipated engineering repairs and an unscheduled port call during the trip up the Pacific Coast.  DAVE’s comments on his life are inspiring: “I have been blessed.  I have everything I need.  I am healthy, as is my family.  I have enough resources that I can continue in my life of service without worrying about pay checks.  I still cross country ski, referee soccer, and ramble the mountains, with and without youth in tow.  I get to actually see positive change in the youth I work with.  Life is good.”
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1969: DAVE FRYDENLUND & PAT TERMAN and children
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1969: DAVE FRYDENLUND at the helm.

PETE LENES was in Bahrain in January as part of a team to activate two patrol boats and train the RBNF on their use.  It took two weeks to get the boats from the commercial pier, into the water and towed to the Naval Base where they could work on them.  Once at the base, he found the trainees to be good students and interested in getting the job done.  PETE was back in New Orleans in time to celebrate the Saints’ victory in the Super Bowl.  He thought that the post game celebration might outdo Mardi Gras this year.
BARRY and BETTYMARIE KANE visited BILL and LISA BISSELL in San Francisco for a weekend in February and spent one day visiting the city and the next day touring wine country.  He also reports that oldest daughter Lisa had a second child, Finn Everett Gardner, on December 29, 2009.  BARRY announced that the Fourth Annual Kane Carolina Golf Marathon will be held this year on April 22, 2010, with participants to include TIM JOSIAH, RICH VLAUN, JIM BURK, STU WHITE, JOHN MINER, JIM ROBINSON and FRED SCHMITT.
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1969: BARRY KANE & BILL BISSELL in Wine Country
JOHN ZEIGLER was named to the United States Masters All American Swimming Team for 2009.  He was a member of the Georgia Masters 280+ meter Men’s Freestyle Relay which won the gold medal at Long Course Nationals, Indianapolis, Indiana, in August.  The winning time was the fastest in the U.S. for the year.  JOHN participated in the Vancouver, Canada, 2009 World Police & Fire Games, winning 5 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze medals in swimming and the 2 mile open water swim.  He is the vice president of the newly created 369th Infantry Regiment, Georgia Chapter, VFW, along with many current or retired U.S. Customs Officers.  He is entering his 39th year of masters swimming and is the fitness coordinator for the Local Masters Swim Council in Georgia.  In March JOHN will participate in his 39th consecutive St. Petersburg Masters Meet, and the Guinness World Record organization is evaluating whether this 39 year time frame is a sports record.
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1969: JOHN ZEIGLER at the 2009 World Police & Fire Games
RON and MARIANNE GRETO sent along a photo of their family which includes their newest grandchild, Giuliana Marie, who was born on December 18, 2009, and their grandson, Joseph, who is 2 ½.  Son Mike and his family are living in Glendale, Arizona, where he is pursuing his MBA at the Thunderbird School of Global Management.  He completes the program in April and is interviewing with prospective employers which they hope will bring him closer to Virginia.
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1969: RON & MARIANNE GRETO and family
GEORGE and GAYLE BOND have decided to retire from their teaching careers, GAYLE after 20 years and GEORGE after 17.  Since retiring from the Coast Guard, GEORGE has been spending summers and school breaks teaching AUXLAM for the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Their next decision will be whether to remain in the Northern Virginia area or to move to another location.
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1969: GEORGE BOND teaching AUXLAM.

I can’t end this column without commenting about the weather that the East Coast has had this winter, especially the mid Atlantic States and Washington, DC.  I’ll let JIM DOHERTY tell the story.  “Every 5-10 years we seem to get major snow in the DC area.  This year my return home from a west coast business trip was delayed several days due to the Blizzard of 2010, which left 30 inch deep snow in my neighborhood.  Attached is a photo after finally getting home and digging out.  The drift is about 5 feet.  Next day, new storm dumped 14 inches on top.  Last fall in Maui, we sent our sons e-mail, ‘sell everything, not coming back…no, don’t, just kidding.’  Another winter like this, we might delete the ‘just kidding’ part.”  I didn’t hear from JIM SMITH in Key West, but I know that my son in the Tampa area experienced unseasonably cold weather this winter.  I end the column with a photo of JIM and the GENTS at the 40th Reunion.  That should provide some heat.
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1969: JIM DOHERTY and the Winter of 2010
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1969: JIM SMITH introducing the GENTS at the 40th Reunion dinner dance
