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VINCE KINAL and KATHY SANTEL have bought a beach condo at Treasure Island near St. Petersburg Beach.  They have had many visitors since they acquired their weekend getaway from Orlando in February, including CHRIS and JUDY KREILER in early June.  VINCE and KATHY invite anyone visiting the St. Petersburg area to visit.
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BARRY KANE hosted a Class of ’69 golf outing in North Carolina on the first weekend in May.  Participants stayed at BARRY’s home in Winding River and played seven rounds in four days.  He did not get enough classmates to fill out the group so Bob Petko (CGA ’73) and Carl Helman (CGA ’65) rounded out the group that included STU WHITE, BOB ACKER, GREG SHAW, CHARLIE HUBER, WALT MCDOUGALL and BARRY.  They had a tournament of sorts, and Carl Helman, through careful sandbagging on the first two days, narrowly beat out STU for first prize.
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JIM and PATTI DOHERTY had a busy few weeks in May.  “Nextgen Doherty #6 arrived May 8 in Hartford, Connecticut.  He is John David Doherty, first son to our son David and his wife Heather.  Jack has a big sister Grace, age 2 ½.  On May 8, I was at a meeting of the Institute of Navigation (ION) in Monterey, California.  David called me that morning with the news of Jack’s arrival.  At 1:00 pm, I was formally inducted as one of three 2008 ION Fellows.  Jack is a clever boy—he got word to the ION President who announced his birth as the President called me to the podium.  I dedicated the honor of my Fellowship to my newest grandson.  Nextgen Doherty #7 arrived May 23 in Fairfax, Virginia.  He is Connor Daniel Doherty, first son to our son Dan and his wife Jia.  Connor was almost three weeks early, and his surprise arrival actually interrupted our planned Memorial Day weekend in Cape May.  We were loading the car when Dan called, so we headed west to Fairfax Hospital rather than east to Cape May.  This makes four grandsons and three granddaughters for us.”
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I was not familiar with ION, so I asked JIM about the Fellowship.  “The Institute of Navigation is a professional organization fostering the art and science of navigation.  It was formed immediately after WWII with the intent of retaining the technical expertise in modern maritime and air navigation developed in the war.  A year later, the Brits formed the Royal Institute of Navigation (RIN), and about two dozen other countries followed suit.  ION is the first such institute, and its members are mostly from the US with a significant number from Canada.  ION is currently some 3000 members strong, with about a dozen local chapters (called Sections), and a nationwide Satellite Division (focused mostly on GPW navigation).  ION produces the quarterly technical journal “Navigation” and a monthly newsletter, plus three major meetings a year.  There is a New England Section, with bases of operation in the Boston and New London areas.  The Dayton, Ohio Section runs an annual autonomous lawn mowing competition each year—a mini-grand challenge event focused on cutting grass quickly and safely, detecting and avoiding uncharted obstacles, all completely hands-off.  At least 11 colleges are competing this year—perhaps USCGA could join the fray next year?  I have been a member of ION since 1996 when I took over command of the USCG Navigation Center from BOB WENZEL.  BEN PETERSON was ION President from 1997-1998, and he appointed me to chair the January 1999 ION meeting.  I convinced JIMMY HULL (then a RADM and my boss) to be the keynote speaker.  Subsequent to that meeting, I have served on the ION Council (its elected governing body) since June 1999, organized the Washington, DC Section in 2000 and served as chair until 2004, and was elected Eastern Region Vice President 2002-2003, Executive Vice President 2004-2005, and President in 2005-2007.  Fellow is a special category of membership, selected by ION members to honor individuals who have contributed significantly to the art and science of navigation and to the Institute.  The process is nominative; some member must take the initiative to submit a nomination.  Fellows are selected by secret deliberation of a Fellow Selection Committee (all current Fellows) and approved by the Council.  The number of Fellows each year is determined as a percentage of the membership—currently, this determination allows selection of three Fellows per year.  As a past president, I remain a voting member of Council as long as I stay active.  I currently serve as the Institute’s Membership Chair.  We have recently had a decline in membership, and my goal is to reverse that trend and establish a new high.  To that end, I believe it is very important to tell the Alumni Association membership that ION is an organization that would be a natural for current and former Coast Guard members.  It costs only $75 per year, and membership can be obtained on www.ion.org.  Members save at least that much in registration fees for any of the three big meetings.  I recently had a telephone conversation with BOB POKRESS about GPS, and when I mentioned ION, he said he intended to join—so I have already signed up my first new member.  I probably have to give him a dollar, or maybe buy him a drink.”
BOB POKRESS had a unique opportunity this spring to make a trip back in time.  “Just returned from a business trip to Alaska and a side trip to visit LORSTA Port Clarence, the LORAN C station about 80 miles northwest of Nome that I commanded in 1971-1972.  Visiting the station, which is still operational, was like stepping into a time machine.  When the current CO drove me up from the station runway to the station itself after my flight from Nome, it didn’t feel as if I’d been away more than a few days.  While a few things have changed (several generations of upgrades of the LORAN gear in the Timer Room and in the Signal and Power buildings; elimination of the 7X24 watches in the Timer Room and radio and engine rooms; introduction of phone service and satellite TV), the station’s five buildings were exactly the same.  CWO3 Mark Baker, the current CO, was an excellent host, and he and his crew made me feel right at home during the weekend I spent visiting the station.  There is a plaque in the station’s wardroom that lists all of the station’s CO’s since its commissioning in January 1962.  I remember when I was the new kid on the block as the station’s tenth CO back in 1971.  It was weird to see thirty six names on the plaque below mine since it doesn’t feel as if thirty six years has gone by!  I took a photo of this visit to Port Clarence and compared it to one that was taken back in February 1972.  SUSIE looked at the two pictures and was wondering who that cute young guy with all the black hair is.”
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On a sad note, I heard from both PETE LENES and JIM GYNTHER that BRUCE GOODSELL died in June.  PETE wrote: “I received a telephone call from BRUCE’s sister, Pam, telling me that BRUCE passed away on Friday the 13th of June.  She said he was beating colon cancer and was not sure what caused his death.  He was a lawyer in Westerly, Rhode Island.  BRUCE was in my platoon for several makes until his departure from CGA.  I enjoyed several holiday dinners with his family in Connecticut in the late 1960’s.  Pam said PETE CONOLLY was coming down for the funeral.  BRUCE’s parents wanted to let CGA classmates know that BRUCE still had a fond place in his heart for his Academy time.”  From JIM: “BRUCE GOODSELL, who you may remember was in our class for two years, died while recovering from colon cancer surgery.  My parents discovered his obituary in the local newspaper.  They had remembered that BRUCE was my roommate for a portion of 4/C year.  From his obituary, BRUCE had a very interesting life.  Over the years, our paths would periodically cross.  The last time I saw him was about five years ago.  He was still the same BRUCE.”
