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The 2009 Spring Eastern Carolina Golf Marathon was hosted by BARRY KANE at Winding River in mid May.  Returning players included BARRY, JIM BURK, JOHN MINER, TIM JOSIAH, STU WHITE and Carl Helman (CGA’65); JIM ROBINSON and FRED SCHMITT were newcomers to the event this year.  The championship was conducted over 108 holes in three days.  I’ll let STU fill in the details: “Yes, old guys can still make it 36 holes a day followed by dinner and an extended Happy Hour, wake up refreshed and do it all again.  Since four members had to leave on Sunday, the 18 hole finale was just a friendly game.  JIM ROBINSON came the farthest, driving from Belle Oaks Golf Club at Taylor Landing, Texas, playing a round at Pinehurst before the event, followed by another round at Pinehurst on the return trip.  The winner this year was Carl, repeating his dominance from the year before; he needs to get a real job.”  STU mentioned that following the golf marathon, he caddied at the Bolle Championship, an event on the Tarheel Tour, for Trey Treadwell.  Trey is a 1996 USAFA graduate who turned pro this year.  STU met Trey previously at Pinehurst and offered to caddie for him when their schedules coincided.  
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1969: 2009 Spring Eastern Carolina Golf Marathon
BOB and BARBARA THORNE flew in April to Prague to stay with their son Tom, his wife Vanda, and their two children, Vanessa (3 years old) and Filip (3 months old).  They all went to an Austrian resort in the Tyrolean Alps, and BOB and BARBARA spent a few days in Munich before returning to Prague.  The trip home included an overnight in Amsterdam, where they took a canal boat trip.
[image: image2.jpg]



1969: BOB THORNE and grandson Filip

I came across the following in the Summer 2009 Connecticut College Alumni Magazine, and reprint the information with the permission of ANDY and ANN ANDERSON: “For ANN TOUSLEY ANDERSON and family, 2008 was a year fraught with trauma and tribulation, ending ultimately in triumph and celebration.  An attack of appendicitis that sent husband ANDY to the hospital in January led to the discovery of a malignant tumor in his lung.  Thoracic surgery was followed by weeks of chemotherapy, and ANDY has made a remarkable recovery.  Daughter Kate was married in November, and they have a terrific son-in-law, Bryan Bogue.  Between all the other appointments and parties, ANN herself squeezed in cataract surgery, which she heartily recommends.”  I called and spoke with ANN in mid June (it was late on a Friday evening and ANDY was still at work) and she reported that he was fully recovered and going non-stop.  She mentioned that ANDY was not about to let anything slow him down and sent a photo and comments: “I’m attaching the official Coast Guard photographer’s shot of ANDY leading the USCG Pipe Band up Fifth Avenue in the 2008 New York City St. Patrick’s Parade, six weeks to the day after major thoracic surgery for lung cancer.  Following the parade, he endured three months of chemo.  Surprisingly, his Swedish locks grew in curly……and black!”  ATTA BOY, ANDY!
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1969: ANDY ANDERSON leading the USCG Pipe Band up Fifth Avenue
In another alumni publication, this time the Spring 2009 edition of The George Washington University magazine Synergy, it was written that faculty in the Department of Engineering Management and Systems Engineering have been undertaking emergency management-related research for the U.S. Government.  “Professor GREGORY SHAW received a contract from FEMA to update its university-level course, Business Crisis and Continuity Management.  Professor SHAW is also working with Emeritus Professor John R. Harrald (Class Correspondent’s Note: CGA ’64) as part of a U.S. team that is acting as observers for the Netherlands National Flood Exercise and providing observations and comparative practices through reports and presentations to Netherlands government officials and emergency management personnel.”  GREG is an Associate Professor in the School of Engineering & Applied Science at GWU.
FRED SCHMITT sent along the following update: “JESSIE and I moved to our place in the North Carolina mountains (Banner Elk, close to Boone) after I retired as Chief Financial Officer from the Norfolk Public Schools last summer.  I’m still doing some consulting on K-12 school finance and business operations for the Council of Great City Schools and a private firm.  It’s just enough to stay current and not interfere with my golf game.  I’ll be teaching a short course on school finance at the Teachers College of New York, Columbia University, this summer.  JESSIE is returning to her art pursuits after a brief career as a wildlife rehabilitator.  Both of our sons are happily married and we are expecting our first grandchild the end of June.  I’ve attached a picture of me with our daughters-in-law taken last Thanksgiving while we were climbing Grandfather Mountain.  JESSIE decided to sit this one out in the comfort of a warm fire.  I recently played golf with JIM BURK, JOHN MINER, TIM JOSIAH, JIM ROBINSON and STU WHITE, hosted by BARRY KANE at his place near Myrtle Beach.”  FRED’s new e-mail address is fredschmitt5@gmail.com. 
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1969: FRED SCHMITT and daughters-in-law on Grandfather Mountain, NC.

On a recent swing through southern New England, KATHY and I spent the night in New London and found ourselves at a quaint restaurant on Bank Street for Sunday breakfast.  In the course of chatting up others in the restaurant, I discovered that we were dining in the establishment of the daughter of a good friend of Coast Guard Cadets of an earlier age.  Although Hughie’s Bar is no more, Hughie Devlin has fond memories of the many Academy Cadets that he drove back to the North Gate in the 1960s and 1970s.  If your travels take you to New London, stop in for a pleasant meal at Muddy Waters Café at 42 Bank Street.  You’ll find Hughie at the first table by the front door, welcoming patrons as they enter the premises.
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1969: BOB GRAVINO & Hughie Devlin
Our next destination on our travels took us to Cape Cod and an afternoon spent with Pterodactyls who had served together at Air Stations Cape Cod and Borinquen.  It was an opportunity to catch up with PAUL GARRITY.  We missed out on connecting with FRED PRYOR, who unfortunately had a previous commitment.
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1969: BOB & KATHY GRAVINO and PAUL GARRITY on Cape Cod

ROD and CINDY SCHULTZ stayed with JIM and JUDY HULL for a few days in May and the four went out to dinner with RON and MARIANNE GRETO in Old Town Alexandria.  “CINDY and I still live in Hawaii.  We’ve owned the same house here for 25 years, and lived in it all but seven years when we were transferred back east in the 80’s and 90’s.  Aloha.”  ROD sent the accompanying photo to commemorate the rare gathering.
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1969: GRETO’S, HULL’S & SCHULTZ’S on the town
I look forward to seeing many classmates at our 40th Reunion this October.  BOB THORNE has arranged to have the Mystic Hilton Hotel as our Reunion Headquarters, and final arrangements will be in place by the time you read this.  And remember, entertainment by The Gents, featuring our own JIM SMITH!
