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The 2010 Spring Eastern Carolina Golf Marathon was again hosted by BARRY KANE in mid April.  Available for the photo were GREG MAGEE, JIM ROBINSON, STU WHITE, JIM BURK, JOHN MINER, FRED SCHMITT, BARRY KANE and RICH VLAUN.  WALT MCDOUGALL played but was not there for the photo session.  FRED was the overall winner of this year’s Marathon.  BARRY mentioned that they shared several of the courses with alligators.
[image: image1.jpg]2010 Eastern Carolina Golf Marathon





1969: 2010 Spring Eastern Carolina Golf Marathon.

STU WHITE continues to explore new adventures.  “I was at the Virginia International Raceway in early June for a High Performance Driver Education event to see what my ’99 Mazda Miata and I could do; my goals were to do no damage to the car and to keep it on the track.  I accomplished both!  I couldn’t go as fast as the high horsepower BMWs, Mercedes Benz’ or Corvettes, but I could catch-up going into the corners and out-corner them.  A Boxster and Audi were no match for the Miata.  I followed this with a trip to Connecticut to play in the Otto Graham Golf Classic with BOB THORNE, RUBE OLSEN and DAVE DUBOIS.  We carded six birdies but they were offset by several bogeys finishing under par.  Too bad we didn’t have sandbagger handicaps; we finished out of the money.  RUBE did hit a spectacular shot on a Par 3 to earn one of the “Closest to the Pin” prizes.  Great fun; we’ll be back for next year’s tournament.  BOB and BARBARA THORNE were great hosts while I was in Connecticut.  I stayed with RON and MARIANNE GRETO on the way up, having dinner with them and JOHN and LESLEY MINER.  RON and I were able to get a round of golf in when I stopped again on the trip back home to North Carolina.”
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1969: Classmates playing in the Otto Graham Golf Classic
JIM HULL was quoted in the July 2010 National Defense Magazine about the Coast Guard’s chronically low budgets.  “JAMES HULL, a retired Vice Admiral and now chairman of the Navy League’s Coast Guard Affairs Committee, said the service has been too reticent in demanding what it needs from lawmakers.  ‘You can’t be boy scouts in a den of wolves,’ he said.”  Thanks, JIM, for staying involved and supporting the Coast Guard.
MARK and PAULA PRESENT headed back to Yosemite in April to see the change from winter to spring (February 2010 Class Notes column and photo).  “We still got to see some snow and it was too early for wildflowers, but the waterfalls were magnificent.  Streams, creeks, rivers and wildlife make you realize how lucky we are to have this so close.  It was interesting talking to many Europeans and hearing their impressions of the park.  The number of people tent camping, especially with the temperatures dropping into the 30s at night, was a surprise to both of us.”
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1969: MARK & PAULA PRESENT at Yosemite (Spring Visit).

RADM Dan Neptun relieved RADM Joe Nimmich (CGA ’77) as Commander, First Coast Guard District at historic Fanieul Hall in Boston on May 14, 2010.  TIM JOSIAH, GEORGE NACCARA and I attended.  
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1969: BOB GRAVINO, TIM JOSIAH & GEORGE NACCARA at the First District Change of Command.

BOB POKRESS has returned to his Coast Guard roots in New London.  “The Academy finally caught up with me by having me teach the math courses in which I still owed homework assignments from 2/c year.  I had been giving guest lectures on operations research for a number of years when the opportunity arose to teach several upper level division math courses during the 2009-2010 academic year.  I commute several days a week to New London from our home in Andover, shed my business suit and put on a cardigan sweater with leather patches on the elbows, and become mild-mannered PROFESSOR POKRESS in the classroom.  Members of the ‘60’s generation are still represented on the faculty.  Bill Simpson (CGA ’65), who was the summer ensign for Yankee Company during our Swab Summer, is teaching naval architecture, and Pete Tebeau (CGA ’71) is teaching oceanography.  So any of you still owing homework, I think I can put in a fix for you!”
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1969: BOB POKRESS in the Classroom at CGA.

PAUL GARRITY, BOB THORNE, BOB POKRESS and I attended the 2010 Commencement in New London on May 19th.  As a member of the teaching staff at the Academy, BOB POKRESS walked with the faculty in the Commencement processional.  The “candlelight” Superintendent’s Reception in the Officer’s Club after Commencement was an opportunity for photos of classmates with two members of the Class of 1971 who I would like to believe we influenced.
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1969: PAUL GARRITY, BOB THORNE, Jim Sylvester & BOB GRAVINO at Academy Commencement.
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1969: BOB POKRESS, Professor, U.S. Coast Guard Academy.
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1969: BOB GRAVINO, Thad Allen & PAUL GARRITY at Academy Commencement
BOB POKRESS seems to find Coast Guard members no matter where in the world he travels.  “SUE and I spent two weeks exploring Scotland by car in late May, followed by a transatlantic crossing on the Queen Mary II from Southampton to New York.  While waiting to board, a gentleman came up to me and asked if I had been in the Coast Guard (I guess my class cap must have been a clue).  The person introduced himself as Owen Clary, OCS Class 03-58, who taught in the Humanities Department at the Academy from 1960 until 1964, leaving active duty shortly before our Swab Summer.  Owen went through OCS at the Academy (living in Splinter Village) and his son went through OCS at the Academy after it was relocated back to New London from Yorktown several years ago.  Attached is a photo of Owen and his wife Linda with us on the QMII as we arrived in New York Harbor.  For those who enjoy cruising, the QMII is like stepping back into the golden age of transatlantic crossings--minus icebergs.”
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1969: BOB & SUE POKRESS on the Queen Mary II.

