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Don Grosse completed his cross country bike ride on May 1st and passed along the highlights of his 55 day biking adventure.  “The first day out of San Diego was spectacular, and the last day into St Augustine was a monumental relief for having completed the 3000 mile trek without any casualties or illness, not even a flat tire.  For anyone who has crossed this country by car, you cannot believe just how large this place really is until you peddle it at 12 mph without AC.  I lost 12 lbs., at roughly $916.00 per pound!  I am pleased to have completed the challenge but its length was more grueling than I had anticipated.  I will probably limit my future bike treks to cross one state at a time, probably starting with Delaware, Rhode Island and the southern tip of Vermont!  My only ‘Coast to Coast’ bike trip will be across Cape Cod.  I recently swapped ‘sea stories’ with George Flanigan on the challenges of long distance bicycle trips.  He is considering taking a trip along Route 66 from Chicago to LA.  I think I will go back to playing golf.”
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1969: Don Grosse on his cross country bike ride

I talked with Bob Thorne at the Academy’s 134th Commencement Exercises on May 20th, where President Barack Obama gave the Commencement address.  The photo of Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson and Bob was taken at the reception following the event.  
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1969: Bob Thorne and Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson

Bob Pokress attended a performance by The Gents over the Memorial Day Weekend in Sarasota, Florida, held to raise money for the Florida Reef Preservation program.  Bob sent a photo of Jim Smith doing his magic on the drums.  Bob has assumed the role of Public Relations and Sound System Engineer for The Gents since they kicked off their ‘It’s Only Rock and Roll’ Reunion World Tour (on YouTube at http://youtube/WfWG-JMIcZQ) last July at the Annual Coast Guard Celebration in Grand Haven, Michigan.  
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1969: Jim Smith leading The Gents in Sarasota

Jerry Hale recently returned from his third trip to China in his role as Chaplain and Director of Character Development at Valley Forge Military Academy & College.  “This was another incredible journey of developing faith and friendships in four cities in Northern China over a two week period.  Joining me on Team China 15 were three Chinese cadets from Valley Forge and two American cadets from West Point, along with two retired officers and their wives from the Navy and Army.  Our mission included attending an American Cultures Conference in the ancient Chinese capital of Xi’an and visiting the nearby Terra-Cotta Warriors Museum.  Later we traveled by bullet train to Taiyuan, flew to Hohhot, Inner Mongolia and spent six hours on a sleeper train to Beijing.  During the trip we attended church services in a registered church, spoke with local pastors and American missionaries, and spent time with an influential university professor discussing the future of the Sino-American relationship.  China is a nation of contrasts as we were hosted to fabulous meals by grateful Valley Forge families and also met with children from a poor country village school where I was given the traditional red scarf of the Young Pioneers.  We also spent a morning with children from a private migrant school in a very poor section of Beijing, where parents pay their children’s school tuition by sorting through the garbage and selling what they find.  Interestingly, we were denied meeting with government school officials in Beijing due to the ongoing territorial disputes over the islands in the South China Sea.  I am hopeful that visits like ours and many similar trips by others will engender trust between our two peoples and override the political/military differences between the countries.”
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1969: Jerry Hale at the Terra-Cotta Warriors Museum in China

Fred Pryor sent me the news of the February 7, 2015 death of our former classmate, Chuck Lowery.  “Chuck left the Academy after 3/c year.  I received a letter from his wife, Jean, informing me of his death.  Chuck had a career as an engineer, but the sarcoid he got in the Navy led to pulmonary fibrous to which he succumbed in February.  Because of all the snow on the ground then, burial was delayed, and Jean chose June 27th, on what would have been their 45th Wedding Anniversary.”  Chuck’s obit and photo are included, in part, below.
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1969: Chuck Lowery

“Charles Daniel Lowery III (LCDR Ret, US Navy), 68, died on Saturday, February 7, 2015. Chuck was born in Providence, Rhode Island the son of the late Irene Thompson Lowery and Charles D. Lowery Jr. He is survived by his wife of 44 years Dr. Jean O’Brien Lowery, his brother Thomas David Lowery of Pleasant Hill, Missouri.  He was a graduate of Coventry High School, Inter American University of Puerto Rico and Bryant College. Lieutenant Commander Lowery served in the United States Navy for twenty years, including tours on board USS Edward McDonnell, USS Sample, and USS Inchon. After retiring from the Navy he worked for the Submarine Force in New London, Connecticut as a Senior Operations Manager, employed by OMNI Analysis, Analysis & Technology, and Sonalysts, Inc. He ended his working career as a Business Analyst for the Regional Water Authority in New Haven.  In retirement he was a volunteer at the Soup Kitchen in Old Saybrook.  Chuck was an expert woodworker who enjoyed making bird houses and feeders. He had a passion for UCONN woman’s Basketball and was an active member of the Southern Connecticut Mustang Club and owned a beloved, and highly decorated, 2001 Mustang.  He and Jean were world travelers both during his time in the Navy and after his retirement.  A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Saturday, February 14, 2015 in St. Margaret Church, Madison, CT.  Contributions in Chuck's memory may be made to University of Saint Joseph, Class of 1969 Scholarship Fund, Attention Stephen Kumnick, 1678 Asylum Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06117.”

In June Ron and Marianne Greto joined Kathy and me for lunch in Ipswich while visiting their son Michael and his wife and three children at their home outside Boston.  They are traveling more since Ron retired from flying for the Mellon’s earlier this year.

Ted and Doretta Colburn have their hands full running the family buffalo farm outside Bridgeton, Maine, with a new crop of baby buffalo born this spring.


In early July, Bob Pokress and I spent a day zip lining near Lincoln, New Hampshire with Bob’s 12 year old grandson Nate Pokress and my 11 and 13 year old grandsons Finn and Liam Russell.  We had flashbacks to climbing the rigging during cadet cruises on the Eagle almost 50 years ago, except then we were not using safety belts and rigging lines. 
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1969: Pokress and Gravino Clans zip lining in New Hamshire
