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Jerry Hale retired in June as the Chaplain and Director of Character Development for Valley Forge Military Academy and College in Wayne, Pennsylvania.  Jerry has been at Valley Forge since 2006, when he was appointed as Assistant to the President before taking on the Chaplain and Character Development Director position in 2010.  Jerry retired from the Coast Guard in 1996 as the Finance Division Chief of the Atlantic Maintenance and Logistics Command on Governors Island in New York, as the command relocated to Portsmouth, Virginia.  Jerry and Kris were the last Coast Guard family to move off Governors Island.  Prior to his time at Valley Forge, he was on the Admissions Staff of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, recruiting minorities, women and athletes for Kings Point.  Jerry was at the Merchant Marine Academy during Doug Brown’s tenure as the Head of the Engineering Department and Director of the Alternative Energy Program at Kings Point.  The attached is a photo taken after Jerry’s farewell luncheon with Stu Helgeson, USMCR (Ret), President of Valley Forge, and JJ Rivera, USMCR (Ret), Commandant of Cadets.  “I’m looking forward to my first totally free summer since 1964!  Next stop; a month in Traverse City, Michigan.”
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69: Jerry Hale's retirement from Valley Forge Military Academy & College

In the months since our 50th Reunion, as we have been navigating the uncharted waters of the current pandemic, there have been challenges, changes and losses within the Class and our families.  Classmates have suggested that a chain of life reflections and support, of classmates for classmates and family members, would be welcome and helpful.  I am pleased that Jerry has volunteered to coordinate this effort.  If you would like more information, please contact Jerry at ghale69@aol.com.
On June 17, 2020, Captain Greg H. Magee (CGA ’94), son of Greg Magee, assumed command of Coast Guard Sector San Juan, Puerto Rico.  This is likely the first second generation sector commander, in our Class and perhaps in the Coast Guard, as Greg was Commander of the Greater Antilles Section Puerto Rico from 1991-1994.  

Greg Shaw shared a short video describing the ultimate sacrifice of Douglas Munro during WWII, which I sent to the Class and in response received comments and photos relating to the Coast Guard Congressional Medal of Honor recipient.  Chuck Hill wrote that he authors a Coast Guard blog (https://chuckhillscgblog.net) and that he had written a short history piece on the involvement of the Coast Guard in the Battle of the Atlantic during WWII, which was also sent to the Class.  Classmates responded with stories about their fathers' participation in WWII, including some whose dads served in the Coast Guard during the war.  Chuck included those WWII personal memories on a special posting for Fathers’ Day, to remember our ties to the Greatest Generation who brought our nation through those difficult times.

Douglas Munro comments.  John Curtis: “Thanks for forwarding Greg’s video link. The details of the engagement were even more terrifying than I previously knew.  Since graduation I have lived within a 90 minute drive of Munro’s burial site, yet didn’t visit until about ten years ago.  Every September, on the anniversary of his death, the Puget Sound Chief Petty Officers Association hosts a memorial service at the gravesite.  Five years ago, Tim Josiah and I visited the site the day before the ceremony.”  Tim Josiah: “I was glad that John stopped by on our road trip to visit the Munro gravesite.  Very worthwhile and a very moving place to anyone who has served in the Coast Guard.  The CPOA raised money to improve the site in the 1990’s.”
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69: John Curtis at Douglas Munro's gravesite
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69: Tim Josiah at Douglas Munro's gravesite
David Frydenlund: “Some interesting trivia.  When I was a JG in graduate school at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterrey, I was invited by a Marine LT classmate to a Marine Corps Dinner as the token Coastie.  At the end of the dinner they called the roll of every Marine who had ever been awarded the Medal of Honor.  The last name called, and the only non-Marine, was Douglas Munro.  I was told that he was, and would forever be, an honorary Marine, and I learned that Marine Corps General Chesty Puller, a man destined to become the most decorated Marine ever, had made and pushed the recommendation.  Sadly, Munro's exploits were much better known to the Marines than to members of his own service.”

George Flanigan: “I was surprised to learn fifteen years ago that Douglas Munro was buried at Cle Elum, which is a tiny old mining town in the State of Washington.  My brother (also a Coastie) lived in that town and told me his grave was there.  Small world.”

Dads in WWII.  Gary Pavlik: “My Dad was on a Coast Guard crewed US Navy destroyer escort, the USS Lowe (DER 325), that conducted convoy escorts between New York City and ports in the Mediterranean Sea.  The vessel had one confirmed sub kill and two probables.  He was a gun captain on the Lowe and had my mother’s name (Aldia) on his anti-aircraft gun.  Our dads were great men who signed up as kids and did their duty in WWII.  When I was young what I heard about WWII from Dad was during conversations with his brothers, my uncles.  Dad’s youngest sister’s husband, my Uncle Jack, was an 18 year old crew member on the USS Belleau Wood, an Independence-class light aircraft carrier that took a Kamikaze hit and lost 92 crew members.  At the end of the war he came home and told everyone he was on an extended leave.  He had gone AWOL.  Eventually the shore patrol came and got him.  He was discharged with a 100% disability and sent home.  He never spoke of his war experiences until the last few years of his life.  I recall almost no casual conversations about WWII or the action seen by my Dad, his brothers or others of their generation.  As I found out in later years, they saw a lot.  What he did talk about were all the fights he and his Coast Guard shipmates got into in New York City.  The best story was a brawl he was in with his friends against a bunch of Navy enlisted men.  A Navy LCDR jumped in the middle to break it up.  The Navy and Coast Guard guys immediately stopped fighting, looked at one another, then, together, stripped the LCDR naked.  My Dad’s souvenir from the event was a USN LCDR shoulder board.”
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69: Gary Pavlik's Dad on the Coast Guard crewed USS Lowe (DER 325) during WWII
Stu White: “My Dad, LTjg Daniel H. White, studied for two years at Yale University before enlisting in the Coast Guard.  He was stationed in Seattle where he met my mother. He went through Coast Guard OCS at the Academy’s Splinter Village (wooden barracks and buildings where Munro Hall and parking lots are now) and recalled the old Cadet Auditorium, Cadet Recreation Hall and the old Field House (Alumni Center area) during our Fourth Class Parent’s Weekend.  He attended diesel power school at Pennsylvania State before picking up the Coast Guard crewed LST-763 in New Orleans and sailing to the Pacific Theater.  His LST saw action during the D-Day landings on Iwo Jima and Okinawa.  I’ve been told that his roommate on the LST for the D-Day landing on Iwo Jima was photo-journalist Joe Rosenthal.  An uncle was a Navy officer who served in Europe and another uncle who survived the attack on Pearl Harbor serving on one of the battleships.  My Dad did not talk about his WWII experiences, and I have his military service records that my mother kept. His Coast Guard service facilitated my VFW Auxiliary membership since I did not serve in a war zone (Vietnam).  I still have his 1943-44 Running Light.”
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69: Stu White's Dad prior to attending Coast Guard OCS at CGA
Bob and Sue Pokress and family celebrated his Dad’s 100th birthday at the family homestead in North Massapequa, Long Island, at the end of June.  Bob’s father was a combat veteran who served in Merrill’s Marauders in Burma during WWII, and is still an active member of the town’s fire department with over 64 years of service.  “My Dad no longer goes charging into burning buildings like he did when we were growing up.  For his birthday, my brother David and I asked the fire department to roll some equipment by his house as a way to say Happy Birthday to their longest serving member and first member to reach his/her 100th birthday, and they outdid themselves!  The Fire Chief turned out fire trucks from almost every fire department in Nassau County on Long Island for a parade of firefighting equipment and members in full uniform marching by his house, including United States Congressman Peter King.  The photo shows our family reviewing the parade.”
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69: Bob Pokress & Family celebrating the 100th Birthday of his Dad
Kathy and I have been social distancing at our second home on Georgetown Island on the Maine coast since late March, watching the changing seasons and catching up on overdue projects.  We wish everyone good health as we continue to navigate these challenging times.
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