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Jim Hull shared news from Academy Superintendent Bill Kelly on how the Class of 2021 integrated our 50th Reunion gift of the George Washington statue as part of their graduation celebration: “On the night before graduation, cadets are required to spend the night on campus.  In prior years they formed up in the Quad at Taps and would sing the Alma Mater.  This year, on their own accord, they shifted the singing of the Alma Mater to the Washington Statue.  The venue provides a perfect opportunity for the Class President and Class Advisor to speak from the Statue podium and address the class one last time at the conclusion of the Class singing the Alma Mater.  The Class of ‘69 would have been proud.  The Class of 2024, who were on board, watched intently from their Chase Hall windows, and I am confident the new tradition will take hold and continue forward.  Thanks again to the Class of ‘69 for all your support.”  Dan Garrison sent RADM Kelly a note about the Superintendent’s use of our class gift as the backdrop for his Welcome Aboard video sent to the incoming members of the Class of ‘25.  “I just finished viewing your Welcome Aboard Video for the Class of 2025. I am amazed how much things have changed in the 50+ years since I and my classmates walked through those gates and began the most formative years of our lives. I assure you; we never had a welcome from the Superintendent!  I find it an impressive addition to the onboarding process.  I was especially pleased to see the George Washington Statue being used as the venue for yet another prominent Academy event.  VADM Hull had previously shared with me the information passed along to him by you on how the Class of 2021 had also used the Washington Statue for a pre-grad rally in their graduation week activities.  The highly visible and prominent location of the Statue and associated historic documents coupled with ongoing usage of the statue for high profile academy life events significantly advances key objectives of our class gift: Creating a legacy that lives long after we are gone and serves as a visual reminder of the origins of our service and our commissions as officers in the United States Coast Guard.”  RADM Kelly replied to Dan: “The statue and the design make it a natural gathering spot for cadets.  I can look out on any given day and cadets are gathered there to workout, prep for intramurals, or just gather and reflect.  When the Class of 2021 gathered there to sing the Alma Mater, I knew a new tradition had started thanks to your Class.”

Two hundred and ninety-one young women and men reported to the Academy as part of the incoming Class of 2025 on June 28th.  One of those young men was Nate Pokress, grandson of Bob and Susie Pokress.  During their first day, Nate and his classmates cycled through a whirlwind of haircuts, uniform issue, administrative in-processing and drill practice.  At the end of the day, the Class of 2025 marched out to the parade field, took the oath of office, and posed for a group photo, before saying goodbye to their families.  Bob provided details of the event, which described significant changes to the Swab Summer that we experienced in 1965.  “Academy Superintendent Bill Kelly did a superb job making Reporting In Day appear like a Commencement ceremony.  The Swearing In Ceremony ran an hour, with the eight Swab Summer companies marching on to Washington Parade to the music of the Coast Guard Band; presentation of the colors by a color guard of 2/c cadets; a full cadet review; and RADM Kelly’s remarks to the Class of 2025.  Before he swore in the new cadets, the Superintendent had the 2/c cadets take an oath regarding their responsibilities for the training of the new cadets.  Then he administered the oath to the new cadets.  The Swearing In Ceremony was a professional and impressive cadet review!  Nate and his classmates were wiped out by the time the Swearing In Ceremony was over, and they were given 15 minutes to meet with their families before returning to Chase Hall.  They all crashed on the ground to get off their feet during those 15 minutes, so I suspect that there was a lot of double timing going on within Chase Hall between when they reported in and the Swearing In.  The eight Swab Summer companies lined up at the completion of the 15-minute break, and then marched back to Chase Hall.  The class reported in by 8:00 AM that morning, so they were on the go for 7 hours before the Swearing In began.  Swab Summer Battalion leadership includes 17 1/c cadets involved in the summer training program, overseeing the 2/c Cadre and running training where the 1/c cadets instruct the 2/c cadets.  They also do training of the Cadre before the new class arrives at the Academy.  The current Running Light specifically details what the goals and objectives are for the military training of each class and what is expected of a cadet by the conclusion of each year at the Academy.  This includes the roles of each class for the military training of the classes’ junior to them.”
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69: Swearing In Ceremony with the Pokress Clan: Susie, Matt, Nate, Bob, & Shay

After Bob and Susie left the Academy, they met with Bill and Lisa Bissell in Mystic for dinner.  Bill and Lisa are back from the San Francisco Bay area and in their cottage in Branford through early October.


When Jim Smith heard that Bob’s grandson was heading off to ‘Camp Swab’ for the summer, he provided this recollection of his first go-around at the Academy.  “The Summer of '64.  Lots of memories.  I did not mind the physical parts, but I thought I was starving to death ... please let me eat something!  Swab Summer of '64 was odd in one respect.  For the first week, there were no upper class due to a gap in cruise changeouts and leave schedules.  We began our indoctrination with only brand-new summer Ensigns, Class of '64.  On check-in day, there was a quick raise-your-right-hand thing face-to-face with Camp Counselor/Ensign Dick Herr.  Something about square-corners and a boat? My real welcome to CGA was from Camp Counselor/Ensign John Gloria.  But it was survivable.  So much time has elapsed, I only remember the good things and the funny things.  Good luck to Nate.”

Tim Cenna published a series of books that he has been working on for two years.  “You know math is my passion, but you may not know I am also interested in giving kids an enjoyable first experience in math.  So, I wrote a series of books in nursery rhyme format to explain math concepts to the 0-4 age group.  It is not as easy as it sounds.  The books were in the Top 10 of the STEM education category on Amazon when I first released them.  If anyone wants to give their grandkids a head start on math, you can go to the Amazon search bar and enter ‘Books STEM Tim Cenna’.”


Jim Robinson has been the Chairman of The Georgetown-Williamson County (Texas) Veterans Memorial Advisory Group and emcee for Memorial Day and Veterans Day observances since taking up residency in Sun City, Texas, eight years ago.  Jim’s nautical inspiration and tradition started with his father’s joining the US Navy in 1940 after serving at Yellowstone National Park in the Civilian Conservation Corps.  As third eldest brother, Bob subsequently inspired two older brothers, Bill and Paul, and his younger age-eligible brother, Don, to also join the U.S. Navy to see action in WWII.  Jim’s dad was a BM2 and a Higgins boat coxswain and made 27 landings at Guadalcanal, perhaps alongside Douglas Munro.  The Navy Robinson brothers are depicted on the accompanying photo in order of age and named on a Georgetown-Williamson County Veterans Memorial Plaza memorial brick, again in age order. 
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69: The Robinson Brothers, USN, WWII
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69: Jim Robinson & the Robinson Brothers USN WWII memorial brick

Gary Pavlik spent the winter in Florida and played golf every day.  On his return north to Rhode Island in May, he stopped in South Carolina and saw Doug and Janet Brown.  Jim and Judy Hull, traveling cross-country in their Airstream, were also visiting the Browns.  Gary and Stu White played in this year's Hooligan Invitational Golf Tournament.  Gary commented:  “I have attached a photo of myself, Stu and my friend Jan Lorensen attending a dinner at the Academy Officers’ Club following the Hooligan Invitational.  Along with Bill Beason, Stu and I were the only ’69 classmates who played.  It was a great time and disappointing that so few classmates participated.  Arch Gardner and John Hruska organized the event.” 
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69: Janet Brown & Judy Hull in South Carolina

Stu White also commented on the golf tournament.  “Recovering from a deer tick encounter at the Hooligan Invitational in Pawcatuck, Connecticut on June 1st.  Be careful of those critters.”  Stu mentioned that there was no golf outing at Barry Kane’s this year, but that the Paul Garrity Senior Sensitive Golf Tournament will be held September 27th through the 30th at Jim Burk’s in North Carolina.
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69: Stu White, Jan Lorensen & Gary Pavlik at the Hooligan Invitational Golf Tournament dinner

John Miner is celebrating a new knee and his 2nd hole-in-one on the links.  “Knee replacement didn’t get me the hole-in-one, but golf probably got me the knee replacement!”
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69: John Miner celebrating his 2nd hole-in-one with his new knee

Chuck and Norma Hill are coming out of COVID-19 isolation in California.  “We are going dancing on July 4th, and we went to a theater for the first time in over a year and saw In the Heights.  It was fun, but there were only four people in the theater.”
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