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The 2005 Hurricane Season effected many classmates as it set new records for destruction and suffering in the Southeast United States.  Hurricane Katrina had long faded from the weather maps before I made contact with PAUL PROKOP in Louisiana (new e-mail address: pjprokop@cox.net).  I spoke on the telephone with PAUL in late September, and he reported that he and his family were well and getting their lives back to normal.  With the approach of Katrina, PAUL and MOLLY relocated to their daughter’s home in Houston for one week, returning for one day to assess damage before moving on to Cedar, Michigan (north of Traverse City), to stay with MOLLY’s mother for a week.  Their home in River Ridge (in the suburbs of New Orleans) did not flood, but it did experience the loss of many trees and wind damage to the roof.  Their beach house in Mississippi is 100% gone; only the cement pilings remain!  I have included before and after photos of the cottage.  PAUL’s comments on Hurricane Katrina: “I’ve never been more proud of the Coast Guard – saving lives and helping those in need when other government agencies were still finding their way.”  PAUL also mentioned that he saw GREG SHAW and PETE KISSINGER on national television addressing the issue of hurricanes and emergency response.
It took TOM and KAREN RUTENBERG a week to locate KAREN’s family after Katrina passed through New Orleans.  Her mother and father did not leave the city before the hurricane hit, and her brother had not been heard from after he did evacuate.  KAREN’s mother was found on Saturday in a refugee shelter near Hattiesburg, Mississippi, shaken but safe.  Her brother was in Baton Rouge and was able to return her mother to the city, and her father was contacted through a neighbor on Sunday.  “All in all, it was quite an ordeal for everyone, including many cousins and family friends.  KAREN and I are grateful for all the support we received, and it gave us hope to hear from classmates who had survived this terrible tragedy.  It helped us both get through the ordeal.”
Shortly after Katrina passed through the Gulf of Mexico, Hurricane Rita set its sights on the Gulf Coast.  Fortunately, those classmates who we heard from did not experience the severe problems caused by Katrina.  JIM SMITH: “Spared, again.  No damage, just a heavy wind and rain.  Lots of minor landscaping debris all over.  Rita was Category 2 until it passed Key West, then blew up into a monster, just like Katrina.  Seems like we are playing dodge ball with Mother Nature.  Good luck, Texas.”  RICH FORD: “Rita missed Houston, so we were not really affected by the storm, except we did lose cable TV in the house that we had evacuated to outside Houston.  Still trying to call FEMA for counseling!”  CHUCK TALAR: “Houston was spared the brunt of the storm, so we fared well.  I’m at Saint Mary’s Seminary, affiliated with the University of St. Thomas, and live at the co-cathedral in downtown Houston.  Katrina seems to have been harder on classmates.”  GARY PAVLIK: “Our oldest child, Emily, is a second year emergency room intern/MD at a big Houston hospital associated with the University of Texas.  She was told to report to work on Friday evening and be prepared to stay for 72 hours.  Houston being above sea level, and Emily being young and tough, it wasn’t more than an interesting experience for her.”  STU WHITE spoke to JIM ROBINSON shortly after Rita passed through the area: “JIM got a report that their home was okay; a tree in the front yard was uprooted and fell on the lawn, missing the house.  Neighbors took care of cleaning food out of the refrigerator so it wouldn’t spoil while LINDA was in Austin and JIM was responding to Katrina’s and Rita’s aftermath.”
JIM SMITH and the Jimmy Buffett crowd in Key West batted a perfect 1000 for the big three hurricanes: “Hurricane Wilma’s wind wasn’t too bad, but for the first time the ocean actually came out of the ocean…spilled over the seawalls and into homes, cars, businesses, etc.  We got about six inches in the house, and we were lucky.  Others got up to three to four feet.  I lost two cars and some household appliances.  Great thing is that there were no deaths or injuries in the Florida Keys!  Starting to like peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.”
JIM also mentioned good news about his son: “Check out the Kiplinger’s Safe Investing magazine on the newsstands now (October).  Right there on the cover you’ll see my son Cale and his wife, Margie!  He’s a financial analyst and money manager…quoted in the article.  How about that?!?!”

BOB and BARBARA THORNE recently returned from a European trip with an unusual itinerary, “From Paris to…Prague.”  In Paris, they stayed at a friend’s home in Neuilly sur Seine near the Arc de Triomphe.  They toured many major sights and art museums.  Friends also hosted them in Belgium where they visited the old university town of Leuven, medieval Bruges, and the North Sea Coast.  Next they flew to the southwestern corner of France, to Carcassonne, the largest fortress in Europe.  It lies in the heart of the Languedoc region, which is full of small villages surrounded by vineyards and steeped in history, culture, and art.  BOB and BARBARA spent a week exploring the countryside and enjoying the sights.  Their son Tom and his wife, Vanda, joined them in Carcassonne, and later hosted them in their home in Prague.
CHUCK and NORMA HILL’s daughter Natalie was selected as one of ten “Military Women of Merit” by the North County Times, a newspaper serving North San Diego County and Southwest Riverside County.  The newspaper’s coverage includes Camp Pendleton, where she is currently serving as a US Navy flight surgeon and medical department head for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 268 (HMM-268), Marine Aircraft Group 39, Third Marine Aircraft Wing.  The story about Natalie is at: http://www.nctimes.com/articles/2005/09/09/news/community/91505132657.txt. 
GARY and NANCY PAVLIK’s daughter Emily married Bart Kneip on June 4th in Westport, Massachusetts.  Emily had just completed her first year of internship as an emergency medicine MD, and Bart is a civil engineer.  The BROWNS, POKRESS’ and ASKEYS participated in the celebration.  
VINCE KINAL and Kathy have been traveling the Southwestern United States recently, including trips to the Grand Canyon, Phoenix, Denver, Reno, and Las Vegas (Kathy is a travel consultant).  VINCE enjoys the beauty of the out-of-doors, and Kathy prefers city lights.  The photo of VINCE was taken Labor Day weekend in Death Valley, California.  Temperature: 123 degrees!
KATHY and I joined TED and DORETTA COLBURN at their annual family reunion on Georgetown Island, Maine, over the Labor Day weekend.  Events included a fife and drum wharf walk through the village of Five Islands, a Maine lobster bake, and a golf tournament at low tide on the clam flats of Sagadahoc Bay.  TED and DORETTA have a summer cottage near Boothbay, Maine.  
