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JOHN and LESLEY MINER are once again planning another travel adventure and asked that I share the following with the class: “A mini-reunion is being planned for the fall of 2007 or spring 2008 at the Grand Teton National Park.  Contact me at johnlesley@earthlink.net or (252) 335-5257 if you would like more information.  PETE KISSINGER recommended Grand Teton where he has vacationed twice.  This event is still in the planning stages so I would love to hear from you if you have any suggestions or comments.”

Two classmates responded to JOHN as I was writing this column.  PETE KISSINGER: “Spent a few days this past August at the Snake River Lodge (private hotel) outside Jackson and another few at the Jackson Lake Lodge (National Park) and had a delightful time.  Wonderful vistas, great hiking, float trips and fabulous opportunities to see wildlife, including moose, bison, and eagles.  The weather was great – warm during the day and cool at night.  This was our second trip to the area and we loved it just as much the second time.  Would definitely consider a third trip if I could fit it into my schedule.”  HARRY LORD: “Sounds like you are coming to visit!  I live about 100 miles southwest of Grand Teton Park in Idaho Falls, Idaho, so count me in.  If there is anything I can do to help, let me know.  Usually the park doesn’t open to cars until May, and after Memorial Day it is really busy.  I would recommend September.”
My thanks to JOHN and LESLEY for the updates and photos that they send me on the activities of classmates living in the Tidewater Virginia and Carolina Coastal Region.  If you didn’t already see it, check out the photo in the Class of 1942 column in the October ’06 Bulletin.  
STU WHITE and JOHN MINER continue to take top honors in the sport of golf (see the October ’06 Class column).  STU writes: “JOHN and I represented the class on October 10th and 11th in the 2006 Commandant’s Cup Golf Tournament held at the Andrews Air Force Base Golf Course, ending the Coast Guard Headquarters Golf Association season.  Weather was great and I shot a low net of 131, good enough to take the trophy by two shots.  I was runner-up in 1997 and JOHN won the trophy in 1985.  We are the only 69’ers with our names on the trophy.  I’ll send a photo as soon as I get the trophy back from the engravers.”
GEORGE BOND discovered that LL Bean has long sleeve shirts in Coast Guard, Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps Tartans.  He believes that the Coast Guard Tartan is the Hamilton Clan in red, and is worn by the Coast Guard Bagpipers.  GEORGE is a Division Chief in the Coast Guard Auxiliary Department of Training in charge of Advanced Learning.  He will be coordinating long distance training and will work with the Coast Guard to integrate Auxiliary courses with existing on-line Coast Guard courses.
DON DEBOK sent me a document that I thought would be worthwhile sharing with others.  DON wrote: “For the past few years, the financial industry has been debating methodology on ways to calculate advice for clients that ask the question, “should I take reduced Social Security at age 62?”  I did the calculations for myself and was surprised to find that waiting was the right thing for us.  I have written an article on the subject pointed toward people in means such as ourselves.  There is nothing in this for me because my consulting business is limited to working with financial planners and not individual clients.”  I have e-mailed the article to those classmates whose address is on the class list.  If you did not receive a copy, contact either DON (DDeBok@aol.com) or me and we’ll send the article.
On September 20th, a group of Boston classmates traveled to Gillette Stadium in Foxboro to attend the Rolling Stones “A Bigger Bang” concert.  GARY and NANCY PAVLIK, BOB and SUE POKRESS, PAUL and PAT GARRITY, RUSS and ALANA ASKEY, and BOB and KATHY GRAVINO coordinated their arrivals at a predetermined location for a tailgate party before heading into the stadium.  The Rolling Stones put on a great performance, and once again BOB POKRESS orchestrated another great social activity.  
