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Bob Pokress visited the CGC Eagle with his grandchildren twice this summer during port calls in New England.  “The first photo is of Matt’s two youngest, Nate and Jane, on board the Eagle on July 27th when it visited Boston and tied up alongside the USS Constitution at the Charlestown Navy Yard.  Jane is wearing one of my Dixie cups, which my brother David found after 44 years packed away among items in his basement.  My Dixie cup made it back to the Eagle a second time a week later when the Eagle made a port call to Portsmouth.  Becca’s two daughters, Dani and Gabby, toured the Eagle with me when it pulled into Portsmouth.  They stood watch as helmsmen wearing my cap like their cousin Jane did a week earlier, and then wanted to see what would happen if they started pulling some of the running rigging off their belaying pins!”
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1969: Bob Pokress' granddaughters Dani & Gabby
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1969: Bob Pokress and grandchildren Nate & Jane


Jim Smith was in New London in October for CGA’s Homecoming and had dinner at Flanders Fish Market with Bob and Barbara Thorne and saw Dave Anderson at the football game.  “The Gents played for the Class of ’68 Reunion Dinner Dance on Saturday night; it was great, and I can’t wait until our 45th Reunion next year.”

Bob and Barbara Thorne are well into the planning for the 45th Reunion in 2014 beginning on the weekend of October 10th.  Bob has reserved 40 rooms for the class at the Mystic Marriott Hotel and is in active negotiations with Jim Smith to hire The Gents for a return gig after their stellar performance at our 40th Reunion.  If anyone has any thoughts for next year’s reunion, please call Bob at 860 691-0218 or e-mail him at thorne@ct.metrocast.net.  
An update from Wayne Gronlund.  “The old adage says time flies when you're having fun.  For me, my time in the Coast Guard has absolutely flown by.  I made my decision to join the Coast Guard in 1957.  I was in 4th grade at the time.  My father was a Coast Guard Chief Electronics Technician (ETC) and Officer-in-Charge of LORAN A Station, Point Arguello, California.  We lived in family housing on the station in a remote location along the rocky shores of the Pacific Ocean.  Some of the ETs would let me stand "timer watch" on the weekends -- which meant ‘if the big purple light comes on [i.e., sync lost with the master station], run and get me!’  It was an exciting environment for a 10 year old.  I began my own Coast Guard career when I reported to the Academy on 12 July 1965, trading in my CG Dependent ID card for a CG Cadet ID.  After forty eight (48) years of service to the Coast Guard, I have had more than my fair share of fun and I achieved my ultimate career goal on 31 October 2013 -- retirement.  As some of you know, my wife Becky has been battling Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) over the past several months. She is in remission and has had a successful bone marrow stem cell transplant. She is a fighter and her prognosis is excellent.  Becky and I are excited to be starting this next phase of our life together, one that we expect to last for many years.  Please keep in touch.”
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1969: Wayne & Becky Gronlund
John and Lesley Miner spent a long weekend in San Diego and Las Vegas with Bruce and Gail Griffiths.  The Miners had an authentic Hawaiian outrigger experience with Bruce’s paddling club (Kanaka Outrigger Canoe Club) and then the foursome took the Griffiths’ RV to Sin City and went to the Cirque show One at Mandalay Bay, featuring the music of Michael Jackson.  The photo was taken in front of Mandalay Bay.
[image: image4.jpg]



1969: Miners & Griffiths in Las Vegas

Andy Anderson is still gainfully employed, although he hopes to start winding down very soon.  Andy and Ann are able to spend more time at their place in North Carolina where he keeps up with work remotely.  A few months ago he had business in D.C. and Annapolis.  Ann accompanied him and they visited Doc and Gloria Shrader in Walkersville, Maryland, north of Baltimore.  “Doc has become a vibrant part of the daily activities at the facility where he lives.  He and Gloria revel in their children and grandchildren.  We greatly enjoyed our visit with them, catching up on old times with Doc and exchanging grandchild stories with Gloria.  Doc enjoys visitors so anyone who finds themselves in the Baltimore area should consider stopping by for a visit.”
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1969: Andy Anderson & Doc Shrader
Tim Josiah sent a photo of Jim Burk's Western Carolina Golf outing, held in early September (Jim calls it the Western Carolina Senior Sensitive Golf Experience).  “Jim hosted us all at his home in Shelby, NC.  We played 5 rounds in 4 days including Rumbling Bald Resort in the NC mountains, where parts of the movie Dirty Dancing were filmed.  The photo was taken at his club in Shelby.  Left to right: Barry Kane, Tim Josiah, John Miner, Jim Burk, Fred Schmitt, Ron Hinman, Walt McDougall, and Paul Garrity.  Jim lined up some very challenging but really spectacular golf courses.  A most excellent time!”
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1969: Jim Burk's Western Carolina Golf Outing

Since retiring in May of last year, Barry Kane has been doing some consulting helping small business grow in the Federal Government Contracting Space. Travel since retirement has included Spain, Portugal, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand and Fiji.  In May, Bettymarie and Berry took a cruise around the British Isles.  They recently sold their Virginia home and moved to NC, splitting time between River Landing in Wallace (in a community with Walt McDougall and Ted White) and Winding River (near Southport and the beach).”
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1969: Barry & Bettymarie Kane at Stonehedge

In early October, I received a request from Dan Carney asking for Class help in getting a picture post card from every state for a school project for his grandson Luke in New Jersey.  An e-mail was sent to the Class and a few selected Coast Guard graduates in states where we had no classmates living.  The request asked that senders of the post cards write on the back: “Hi from (your state), I’m a friend of Luke’s Grandpa Dan.”  The results were impressive, with over 60 post cards sent from 42 states and one foreign country (Mike Black).  Here are examples of responses received from the e-mail request.
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1969: Dan Carney's grandson Luke with initial batch of post cards

From John Zeigler: “I mailed an envelope with the 1945 U.S. Coast Guard 3 cent postage stamp on it to the Union School.  Inside I included postal covers from the DeKalb Stamp Club for Coca Cola’s 100th Anniversary in 1986, Georgia Bicentennial in 1988, Georgia first historical figures, Pulaski, Oglethorpe. Crawford Long, Eli Whitney, FDR, MLK Jr., and Sidney Lanier on postage stamps, and the Button Gwinnett Stamp Club 200th Anniversary USCG bicentennial cover with a two sided history that I wrote.  I informed the class that Luke’s Grandfather Dan Carney and I were classmates at the United States Coast Guard Academy.  I also put post cards from Miami, Texas, Mississippi, and NYC in the envelope.”
Jon Vaughn: “In case the tiny state of Delaware was overlooked (850,000 population), I sent a post card today.”

Dale Bennett (CGA ’61, Humanities Instructor our 2/c year): “Postcard from Washington, DC went out today.  Best wishes.”
Nicole Novotny (CGA ’95, only CGA Graduate listed in the 2012 CGA Alumni Membership Directory living in the state of Wyoming): “I was not in the class of 1969, but somehow received this email.  I was in the class of 1995 and currently live in Wyoming; therefore, I can send a postcard if you’d like, however, I do not know Grandpa Dan.”
Nicole Novotny (second response after my explanation as to why she received request): “Thank you for your clarification, and I would be honored to help your class.  A Wyoming postcard will be sent out today, but don’t feel obligated to put me into your Classnotes.  It would be a great compliment to be an honorary member of your class…I worked for ADM Jim Hull long ago in Cleveland and valued his leadership very much.  I was born and raised in the great state of Wyoming before attending CGA and graduating in 1995.  I loved the Coast Guard, but after nine years active duty and small boys, my husband (an Ohioan) and I felt it was time for me to stay home and raise the kids in Wyoming so they could be near their grandparents and all the wonder of the west.  So, my husband moved his wealth management office out west as I bid adieu to the CG.  How I do miss the Coasties, but amazingly have discovered many Coast Guard veterans while living in Wyoming.  Just last week, my cable installer turned out to sail on SUNDEW.  In fact, Wyoming claims a few CGA Alumni and should have two more (from my own town) this spring when they graduate with the Class of 2014.  Our town also hopes to send another to CGA next year.  Wyoming is a wonderful state and anyone from the Class of 1969 is welcome at our home in Buffalo or cabin in Dubois.  Thanks again for reaching out to me.”
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