December 2022

’69 CLASS CORRESPONDENT
CAPT Bob Gravino

P.O. Box 158
Georgetown, ME 04548
(207) 371-2765 (H)

E-mail: rcgravino@aol.com
Website: http://www.uscga69.org

Dan and June Garrison had a chance encounter in early November while traveling in their motorhome.  “June and I were in Branson, Missouri, having just completed a six-day Rally with Fantasy RV tours.  We were scheduled to depart after the rally but developed a tire problem on our motorhome.  We left the park early afternoon to check out a potential repair option, and while sitting at a red light waiting to make a turn, a man jumped out of his car behind me and ran up to my window and started banging on it.  It took a moment before we realized it was Jim Hull.  He had noticed my CGA license plate frame and thought it might be me because of that and the North Carolina plates.  We pulled off the road, chatted briefly with Jim and Judy and made dinner arrangements.  They were traveling west and had just checked into the same campground we were staying in.  Amazing what a small world we live in!  Photo from our dinner is attached.”
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69: Hulls & Garrisons in Branson, Missouri

Jerry and Kris Hale were in Maine at the end of September attending a family wedding in Kingfield and had lunch with Pete Connelly (pwcon@flash.net) in Bangor.  Pete followed up with the following comments.  “Jerry and I had a wonderful lunch on the Penobscot River and committed to more visits in the future.  Life continues to be remarkably busy yet rewarding time for Cheryl and me as we celebrate our 53rd wedding anniversary and serve the Lord where He has placed us.  We have become surrogate grandparents to several struggling families both in Maine and Florida and as a result have a schedule filled with homeless and addiction issues, medical emergencies, babysitting, septic repairs, and more - a wonderful norm in service for our God.  No snow in northern Maine as of early November, and a week ago we enjoyed many days of 75-degree temperatures!  We drove the 1,800 miles south to Vero Beach, Florida on I 95 in early November just in time for the hurricane to make landfall near our home in the Vero Beach area.  Thankfully, all is well, with only trees down and carports upended.  The visit with Jerry was uplifting as he described the Class prayer ministry as it reaches across the country and world.  If there are any classmates in the Vero Beach area, have them contact me and we will get together.”

Contact Jerry Hale (ghale69@aol.com) if you have an interest in the Class Support Ministry.

[image: image2.jpg]



69: Jerry Hale & Pete Connelly

Tom Rutenberg was diagnosed about five months ago with Parkinson's Disease, which may have resulted from exposure to Agent Orange during his first shipboard tour when the CGC Spencer served in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War.  I spoke to Karen and asked permission to pass the information on Tom and a medical update of their granddaughter Regan to the Class, which she gave.  Karen reiterated what she told Jane Snyder in a previous e-mail: "Tom and Regan are doing well; thank you."
Don Walsh sent greetings from a small farmhouse near Orvieto, Umbria, Italy.  “Thanks for the e-mail regarding Tom’s medical condition.  Though I have not seen him since we served together on the CGC Spencer in 1969 and 1970, I wanted to send him some encouragement.  On our previous Italy visits, Maryann and I rented apartments ‘in centro’ of the cities where we have stayed.  This time we decided to explore a different lifestyle and rented a home on a working farm property just outside of Orvieto.   Resting up to be ready for olive picking soon.”
I heard from Ron DeMello after sending the class e-mail about Tom Rutenberg.  “Thanks for the update about Tom.  Many Americans are not aware of the large Coast Guard presence in or off the coast of Vietnam during the war.  I was not there but I am aware of the risks that Coast Guard members took.  It would be appropriate to have a remembrance of their participation there, in a venue like LinkedIn, which has a wide audience of former military.  Our regards to Tom and his family.  I am on LinkedIn with my job histories with the Coast Guard and as a tugboat captain with Moran Towing and Turecamo Towing in New York Harbor.  We lived in Portland, Maine, where our two children were born, before moving to New York City.  Sara and I now live in Kendall, Florida, close to our children in Ft. Lauderdale.  Sara and I were married at the Academy Chapel in May 1972, with Russ Askey as best man, and the ceremony was conducted by Sara’s former pastor from Astoria, New York, where she grew up.  The Catholic Chaplain stationed at the Academy at that time concluded the ceremony with a benediction.  I was told an inspirational story by Echo Company Officer Dave Worth ’61 that might be worth sharing.  The Catholic Chaplain during our last years at the Academy was previously assigned to an aircraft carrier serving in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War.  One of his primary duties was to conduct services for service members who were flown to the carrier for last rites after dying in or over Vietnam, or who died attempting to land their shot up and crippled aircraft on the carrier after a bombing or ground support mission.  LT. Worth said that the Navy decided the Chaplain would do better at the Coast Guard Academy where he could minister to young, living, and hopeful cadets at the beginning of their lives.”  Included is a photo of Ron and Sara at their Academy Chapel wedding in 1972.
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69: Ron & Sara DeMello in 1972

Lois and Bob Acker were in Corolla on the Outer Banks of North Carolina in late September for a beach week with friends, and were close enough to Wallace, North Carolina to drive over and get together with Barry and Bettymarie Kane, and Ted and Kathleen White.  The photo shows their mini reunion over dinner at the club house in River Landing.  Barry also noted that he and Bettymarie recently toured the parks and monuments in the western half of the nation, including stops at Yellowstone, Bryce, Zion, Rushmore, Crazy Horse, Custer, The Badlands, and Sedona.
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69: North Carolina Reunion
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69: Barry & Bettymarie Kane at Mount Rushmore
Can anyone remember who in our Class was awarded the CAPT. Chester E. Dimick Memorial, which was given to the cadet who attained the highest proficiency in Mathematics?  Three classmates shared the award: Bob Wenzel, Ben Peterson, and Tim Cenna.  Would anyone want to guess who is still putting that proficiency in mathematics to practical use?  Tim Cenna sent family interests and updates, some of which are shared.  “Most everyone is familiar with the Wordle craze.  If you are not, google New York Times Wordle.  You have six chances to guess the five-letter word of the day.  When you guess the word and hit enter, the letters turn green if you have the right letter in the right position, yellow if you have a right letter but in the wrong position, and gray if the letter is not anywhere in the word.  From these hints, you make another guess.  The objective is to guess the word of the day in the fewest attempts.  If you do not have the answer in six guesses, you lose.  It is a terrific way to keep your mind active and (fair warning) it is addictive!  I got so interested in the game that I wrote an excel spreadsheet that uses artificial intelligence to make the guesses.  After sixty-nine games, its record is 55% of the time it wins in two or three guesses, and 90% of the time it wins in two, three or four guesses.  It has never lost.  It uses dynamic conditional probability and learns from every game it solves.  I use SAINT as the starting word and have not seen any other system that uses that word as a starter.  My son Jeff is Chief Creative Officer for Nature’s Fynd (www.naturesfynd.com) (google it – very unusual company).  Grandson Matt is a math whiz (top 1% in a school that itself is top 1% nationally) and baseball aficionado (averages two strikeouts per inning pitching in the Elite Development Program in Chicago).”  Tim asked if anyone in the Class had a sports car?  He has a pristine 2003 Honda S2000 that has doubled in price since he bought it four years ago.
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69: Tim Cenna, Jeff & Matt
I hope classmates were able to catch John Curtis and Bob Pokress making their film debut on the big screen in Episode 3 of Season 10 of the British-produced TV series Doc Martin.  Season 10 began broadcasting in this country on the Brit Box streaming channel this September.  Episode 3 was filmed in the UK in June 2022.  You read about their exploits in the October/November Alumni Association Bulletin: now see them in action!
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