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LARRY WHEATLEY died peacefully on November 20, 2009, at the Mary McCarthy Hospice Center in Sandwich, Massachusetts.  LARRY had been in poor health since a stroke in 2008, but was determined to attend the Class of 1969 40th Homecoming Reunion in October.  He and SUSAN participated in all the class activities that weekend.   LARRY was a strong supporter of the Coast Guard and the class of ‘69, and for many years he and SUSAN hosted an annual summer mini-reunion of classmates at their home on Cape Cod.

LARRY was born in Baltimore and grew up in Germany while his father served as an Intelligence Officer in the U.S. Army.  LARRY served 13 years in the Coast Guard, including a tour with the Navy in Vietnam where he received the Navy Commendation Medal with Combat “V”.  He was stationed in Hawaii, Massachusetts, and Washington, D.C., graduating from Suffolk Law School in 1978 while assigned in Boston.  While in Washington, he served on President Reagan’s Inaugural Committee.  After retiring from the Coast Guard in 1982, LARRY opened and successfully operated a real estate office in Woodbridge, Virginia, and in 1988 served on the presidential transition team for George Herbert Walker Bush.  He was self-employed as a real estate attorney for many years in Virginia and later in Massachusetts after moving to Cape Cod in 1994.  LARRY was active in his community, and passionate about local and national politics, running for state representative several years ago.  He was buried with military honors on November 24, 2009, at the Massachusetts National Cemetery on Cape Cod.  SUSAN remains at home in Mashpee with son Richard, daughter-in-law Natasha and their daughter nearby in Massachusetts.  Daughter Christina, son-in-law Raul, and their two daughters live in Washington, D.C.  The class sent flowers and made a significant contribution in honor of LARRY to the Mary McCarthy Hospice Center.  RUSS ASKEY, MIKE BILLINGSLEY, PAUL BODENHOFER, PAUL & PAT GARRITY, BOB & KATHY GRAVINO, RUBE OLSEN, BOB & SUE POKRESS, FRED PRYOR, MARK REVETT, and BOB & BARBARA THORNE attended the services on November 24th.  GARY PAVLIK joined the GARRITYS for visiting hours on November 23rd. 
An update and Homecoming comments from BILL BOWEN: “I agree with everyone on the great reunion that we had.  I add my thanks to BOB THORNE and WAYNE GRONLUND for all their work and look forward to our next reunion.  I left the CG Operations Systems Center in West Virginia after 13 years as the Program Manager for the software contract.  After growing the contract from 61 people and five systems in 1996 to over fifty systems and 400+ employees, it was time to turn it over to someone else.  MONICA and I are into our 38th year of marriage with our three sons out of the house and with five grandchildren to spend time with.  We still own Bunker Hill Antiques, which for now I consider a “non-profit” business with the economy as it is.  I include a photo of MONICA and I and two of our sons and three of our grandchildren.”
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BILL & MONICA BOWEN with sons and grandchildren
Family issues kept some classmates from attending the 40th Reunion.  From DARRYLE WALDRON: “NANCY and I regret that we will not be able to attend the reunion this weekend.  We had intentions of making this one, but the passing of NANCY’s mom caused a change in plans.  I retired from managing Clean Seas, LLC in 2002 and we moved back to the family farm in Florida for about two years to take care of that, and then moved to Decatur, Alabama to be near our daughter and first granddaughter.  Since then, our daughter and son (Birmingham, Alabama) have blessed us with six more granddaughters.  Life is good.”  From JAY SNYDER: “JANE and I missed seeing everyone over the weekend, but JANE’s father went into the hospital on Tuesday and passed away early Thursday morning.  He had a wonderful 93-year life and we were blessed to be with him at the end.”  The Class sends our condolences to DARRYLE, NANCY, JAY, JANE, and their families on their loss.
FRED and TERRY WILDER rebounded from Homecoming by taking five of their seven grandchildren for a week at Disney World.  “We had a blast, but will probably take a couple of months to recover!  Picture is of Ava, Abigail, Reese and Ainsley.  Baby Addison is not in the picture.”
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FRED & TERRY WILDER grandchildren at Disney World
JOHN and CAROL ZEIGLER attended Homecoming, this being the first visit to the Academy for CAROL.  They flew into Newark and then took Amtrak to New London, reversing the trip back early Sunday morning for CAROL to teach school at 8:00 am on Monday and JOHN to teach a college class at 2:30 that afternoon.  JOHN’s contact information is: 2468 Ellis Court, Snellville, GA 30078.  (770) 972-7981.  jvzeigler@bellsouth.net. 
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ED CARAPEZZA & PAUL GARRITY at Homecoming
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STEVE HUNGNESS & MARIE at their first Homecoming
PETE LENES sent a note and photo.  “Four of us had a mini-reunion in New Orleans in December at the International Workboat Show.  BOB HENRY presented a paper, BOB DONNEE was manning the Centa booth and TOM HAMBLIN the Bollinger booth, and I was visiting all of the booths.  The attached photo shows four robust young men who are still in their prime.  I spoke with Thad Allen for a few minutes as well; after Katrina, he is like a god down here.  Sorry I missed the Reunion, but business prevailed.”
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BOB DONNEE, BOB HENRY, PETE LENES & TOM HAMBLIN at the International Workboat Show
DICK BURKE’s annual Christmas card included a beautiful photo of DICK, BEKKI, and six of their grandchildren.  The picture was taken at Thanksgiving in their California backyard, but didn’t include their oldest grandchild (age 13 and living in Tucson) and their youngest grandchild (3 months old and living in Richmond, Virginia).  DICK is still working at AT&T: “I recently got permission to work from home twice a week, which is a good deal since my commute to the office is more than an hour each way.  Along with some project management, I’m still doing systems engineering, though the area of focus has shifted from the legacy phone network to the AT&T Mobility network.”
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DICK & BEKKI BURKE and grandchildren
From the east coast, JIM BURK sent a Christmas family photo of him and CINDY with their nine grandchildren.  “As promised, here’s the best we could do at getting 9 kids under 8 years of age to sit still.  We had all of these plus their parents and our unmarried kids and boy friend at the house.  Most (20) were here for over a week!”
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JIM & CINDY BURK and grandchildren
As a follow-up to the December 2009 Class Notes column where DON DEBOK located missing classmate ED DANNER, JERRY HALE sent the following from Wayne, PA: “ED DANNER and I got together on New Year’s Day.  He was in the area for a family event, as his wife’s sister lives nearby.  It was quite exhausting to relive four decades, especially starting out in a totally different era.  We spent five hours together, three at Starbucks and two in our kitchen.  I’ve attached a photo of the two of us.”
[image: image8.jpg]



JERRY HALE & ED DANNER
MARK and PAULA PRESENT took a short trip to Yosemite in early December and experienced a winter wonderland.  “The waterfalls were semi-frozen but the scenery was unbelievable.  We enjoyed it so much that we’ve scheduled another trip in May.”
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MARK & PAULA PRESENT at Yosemite
To end this column, I include a note from JIM SMITH, who frequently reminds me how much sun and warmth Key West has compared to New England, especially as we approach the cooler months.  “86 and sunny in the Conch Republic today (October 28th).  No traffic.  Churches and bars are open.  Fish are biting.  This is Fantasy Fest Week (our version of Mardi Gras, but not so restricted and conservative).  I may hafta go downtown and observe some of it…body painting is really ART, especially when you get up close to it.”

