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George Flanigan and Don Grosse took a bike tour in November with friends from their respective cross country rides.  It was a ride on the newly completed Virginia Capital Trail from Williamsburg to Richmond with the return to Williamsburg the next day. A more complete description is found at https://www.crazyguyonabike.com/doc/?o=tS&doc_id=17056&v=1D.  Attached is a photo from their trip.
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1969: George Flanigan & Don Grosse on the Virginia Capital Trail

Jerry and Kris Hale traveled to Michigan in October for the 50th high school reunion of the Tecumseh High School Class of 1965.  Jerry is in his 10th year at Valley Forge Military Academy and College, focusing on serving and mentoring the 600+ cadets who come to the school from 30 states and 25 countries.  Highlights of the year were recruiting, team building and fund raising for the now annual Chapel Missions Trips with cadets to Jamaica during Easter Break and to China in June.  Both trips focus on serving others, growing spiritually and having fun in another culture.  Kris helps with the Valley Forge ministry, and though she thought she was retired from her design work, she finds herself with an end of year backlog of projects and a number of new opportunities in the New Year.

Jim Hull writes that he and Judy were in California for the winter.  They stayed in Solano Beach before Christmas (near son's family) and in Newport Beach (near daughter’s family) after Christmas and have 6 grandchildren.  Jim was to be in Bath, Maine, in January to work with Bath Iron Works, near where Kathy and I have a year-round home on Georgetown Island.  Georgetown is at the mouth of the Kennebec River, eight miles downriver from BIW, and about a 20 minute drive by land.  Our permanent residence is in Ipswich, Massachusetts, but we are back and forth between the two beautiful locations.


Dave and Carole Blomberg also maintain two homes, one in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where they spend the summer months, and a second in Gorham, Maine (outside Portland) where they relocate in the winter.  Some people alternate between north and south during the seasons; Dave and Carol spend their time going east and west.  Dave and I have been promising each other for the last few years that we would connect in Maine during their time here, but time moves quickly and we find that the connection never seems to happen.  2016 will be different!

Stu White spends his time divided between golf and furthering the legacy of Coast Guard Aviation.  “I went over to Elizabeth City in early December for the Roll-Out of Coast Guard Helicopter HH52A CGNR 1426, also known as the Phoenix Project. It was a long drive over and back for a 90 minute ceremony, but I had flown her while stationed at Coast Guard Air Station Houston.  RADM Bob Johanson (CGA ’55) spearheads the project, spoke of the effort to find and restore the helicopter, and talked of a few notable rescues the 1426 was involved in.  The ‘old bird’ looks great!  Tentative date for unveiling at the National Aviation and Space Museum’s Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Annex near Dulles International Airport is April 14th.  It will be hung from the ceiling and will be the only Coast Guard aircraft on display in the Smithsonian.  I look forward to salient comments from all non-aviators!”

While on the subject of worthwhile projects, Dan Garrison is working with class representatives (Jim Burk, Wayne Gronlund, Jim Hull, Tim Josiah, Bob Pokress, Fred Schmitt, and Stu White) to determine an appropriate class gift for our 50th Reunion in 2019.  Dan needs Class input for a project in support of the Academy and/or Corps of Cadets.  Please contact him (dgarri01@icloud.com) with suggestions and thoughts.
Dick Burke’s Christmas card this year was a beautiful photo of Dick, Bekki, and the five granddaughters (they have seven!) that they took to The Nutcracker Ballet.  The granddaughters in the photo (left to right) are Naomi (7), Natalie (9), Kylee (19), Lily (6), and Katie (6).  Dick commented: “We figured Annabelle (3) and Nessa (2) would be too young to appreciate the ballet.  Maybe next year we’ll take the grandsons to a Monster Truck rally.”
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1969: Dick & Bekki Burke and granddaughters
Bruce Griffiths sent a photo of himself with Gail, and with Jim and Marilyn Smith taken in Southern California.  The note that accompanied the photo described the occasion as the celebration following the wedding of Jim and Marilyn’s daughter Saralyn in California.  
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1969: Griffiths & Smiths in sunny California
Kathy and I spent the week between Christmas and New Year’s on the beach in Cancun, Mexico, with our daughter Kelly, son-in-law Scott, and grandsons Liam and Finn.  We enjoyed snorkeling, riding wave runners, visiting Mayan ruins, and being warm.  Now I know why Bob and Barbara Thorne spend a good portion of the winter on the Mayan Riviera.
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1969: Bob & Kathy Gravino wave running
Bob and Barbara Thorne have two married sons and four grandchildren, one living near Boston and the second in Prague, Czechoslovakia.  They traveled last year to Prague to visit family and to the Mayan Riviera to escape the snowy winter of New England.  Bob and Barbara will return to Mexico in February where sons and families will join them to celebrate Bob’s 70th birthday at the Royal Haciendas near Playa del Carmen.
Class Advisor Arne Soreng (CGA ’49) celebrated his 88th birthday in April in the Columbia River Gorge with his daughter Linda, and traveled to California during the summer to visit his children and grandchildren.  He attended the Classic Car Show in The Dalles, Oregon, and inspected a 1936 Chevy like the one his dad had in 1937.  Arne keeps in touch with the Canadian who bought his classic 1967 Porsche, which is still running and increasing in value.
John and Lesley Miner stay busy traveling, gardening, dancing, and caring for their own animals and animals in need of help.  They traveled last spring to San Antonio with Jim and Cindy Burk, and traveled again in October with Jim and Cindy to Utah on a Road Scholar trip with a three day side trip to Bryce Canyon National Park.  Lesley also flew in April to Rome and Greece with her sister and other friends.  Lesley specializes in daffodils, John works with the local SPCA and golfs, and they both belong to a Carolina Shag dancing group.

Mike and Sue Williams have made contact, thanks to the help of Cathy and Jeff Robbins.  Mike and Sue live in Decatur, Georgia, and spend much time with the three grandchildren that live close-by; a fourth grandchild lives with son and family in Virginia.  Mike volunteers at the local food pantry and their church, and Sue enjoys gardening, volunteering, and time at the YMCA.  Sue mentioned attending the 50th Reunion in 2019.
If you’ve been following the Link-in-the-Chain Program in The Bulletin, you know that the Program perpetuates a tradition of linking Coast Guard Academy Alumni with current classes.  This linkage is created between classes separated by 50 and/or 10 years.  Wayne Gronlund began our class participation in June of last year when he gave remarks at the Reporting In Day ceremonies for the parents of the Class of 2019.  Bob Thorne then represented the class at the Class of 2019’s Flag Ceremony held at the end of week four at Mystic Seaport.  Bob held the Class of 1969 flag at the Flag Ceremony as the Class of 2019 accepted their flag (see photo of Bob on page 12 of the August edition of The Bulletin).  I’m pleased to report that Jim Robinson has picked up the baton and is participating from his location in Georgetown, Texas, 30 miles north of Austin.  He has been communicating with a member of the Class of 2019, providing moral support, encouraging words and care packages, particularly during the dark days of Swab Summer.  Wayne Gronlund was contacted in December by a member of the Class of 2009 with an offer to participate in the Link-in-the-Chain initiative with the Class of 2019.  The active duty lieutenant felt that the Class of 2009 could offer a valuable contribution to 2019 and would like to partner with us in the Program.
Last June I received an email from Jack Trainor (CGA '61), requesting that class correspondents provide him with an input from their classmates regarding a proposal for complimentary membership for surviving spouses of Academy graduates.  I sent a blast to the class, and over 50 classmates responded supporting the proposal.  Jack submitted our input along with that of other responding classes to the Alumni Association, and at the July 2015 Board of Directors’ meeting, the Board voted unanimously to approve the proposal.
I have a follow up request for classmates regarding this change in Alumni Association by-laws.  Review the latest Membership Directory (November 2015) and ensure that the surviving spouses of classmates who have crossed the bar are listed in the Directory.  If you find any missing spouses and are in contact with them, contact them about this change, and ask them to become an Alumni Association member at no cost.  Forward names, addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses to me and I will add them to the class e-mail master list and pass along the information to the Alumni Association and Chris Kreiler for the class web site.
