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Our 50th Academy Reunion is approaching on October 20th; mark your calendars.  As these Classnotes are written (1/20/19), three 50th Reunion updates have been sent using the Class e-mail list; two from Bob Thorne and one from Wayne Gronlund.  If you didn’t receive them, they can be found on the Class website; send me your correct e-mail address so that you receive future announcements.  Chris Kreiler is posting all Reunion material on the site.
The 50th Reunion Committee has accelerated the pace of locating missing Classmates, a Classmate being defined as anyone who was sworn in as a cadet on July 16, 1965, or who reverted into or out of the Class anytime during our four years at CGA.  All former Classmates are invited to join us in New London in October for the 50th.  The bonds created when we were cadets never go away, and those of us who graduated from CGA are excited to learn what the "other half" did after leaving the Academy.  
Mike and Penny Sprague’s grandson, Adam Davis, graduated in May 2018 from the Coast Guard Academy.  Mike presented Adam with his commission during the commencement exercise, at which Vice President Mike Pence was the keynote speaker.  Adam graduated from Griswold High School where he was the starting football quarterback and the class Valedictorian.  He received appointments to both CGA and the Military Academy at West Point.  At the Academy, Adam followed in Mike's footsteps by majoring in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering; Adam is assigned to the CGC BERTHOLF in Alameda, California.  
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1969: Vice President Mike Pence, Adam Davis & Mike Sprague @ 2018 CGA Graduation

Thanks to Mike Sprague, we are in contact with John Caruso (originally from Everett, Massachusetts and now living in Florida).  Mike sent John copies of Bob Thorne’s two announcements which explicitly invited all Classmates to join us for the 50th Reunion.  John wrote back: “It was so nice to hear from you, and thank you for the invitation.  The Academy was a major factor in my life and definitely a turning point.  After I left, I set out on a career of service to ‘God, Home and Country’.  Life has been good.” 

Jim Hull reconnected another classmate, Doug Evaul, to the Class.  “Bob, Swab Summer roommate Jim Hull forwarded your email and updates to me regarding the 50th Class Reunion.  Jim became close to my family and friends while at the Academy, and I've been fortunate to remain in touch with him and Judy over these many years. More recently, we've enjoyed getting together on a few occasions in New Jersey or Florida.  I left the Academy in late January 1966 and spent 1968 through 1969 as an Army artillery officer in the Republic of Vietnam, and eventually retired as an O-6 from the U.S. Army.  Please add me to the class distribution list regarding the Reunion.”

Pete Connelly will be attending the 50th Reunion in October.  “During a 40 year engineering career with Xerox and Nestle, I frequently drew on the Class of ’69 Academy experience of structure, integrity, discipline, camaraderie and service to society.  Over the years my children and grandchildren have visited the Academy and the Eagle and saw firsthand the spirit of honor, loyalty and obedience, in the service of country and humanity.”

George Bond found a way to both conserve rainwater for his garden and advertise his love of the Coast Guard and his two tours in Portland, Maine.  “I found a local company to design a rain barrel with a Coast Guard motif.  It turned out so well that the company wrote an article on our rain barrel for use on their blog.  Here is the link to the article, printed on the blog page for October 10, 2018; the article includes a photo with Gayle and me.  http://greenlightneworleans.org/blog/a-rain-barrel-installation-with-an-incredible-story/.  I have included a photo with my granddaughter Jules and our new puppy Tessa, showing the design with Maine’s Portland Head Light and the Coast Guard Cutter SPAR.”
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1969: George Bond and granddaughter Jules with Coast Guard rain barrel


Update from Fred Adamchak on his recent activities.  “I retired from LNG consulting about four years ago after many years in the LNG industry.  My last assignments included two LNG construction projects in Australia and one each in the Russian Arctic, Papua New Guinea, and Indonesia, and a few in northwest Canada.  Our group advised lenders of the viability of these expensive projects, including design of the multi-billion dollar liquefaction plant and loading port; ship design, shipbuilding contracts, and international shipyards for vessel construction; and shipping routes.  Our consulting group did evaluations of more LNG projects than any of our competitors.  This involved an enormous amount of travel time; multiple visits to the Russian Arctic, Korean shipyards for vessel construction, and London to meet with project sponsors, lenders, lawyers and consultants.  The travelling and report preparation was intense, and I retired twelve years ago and began using frequent flier miles to travel for pleasure.  Linda and I moved about five months ago to Patriots Colony in Williamsburg, a community for retired military officers and senior civil service employees.  Williamsburg has attracted many Coast Guard retirees, including Jim Loy, Charlie Huber, Rich Vlaun and Don Grosse.  I heard from Charlie that John and Lesley Miner will be moving to Patriot’s Colony sometime soon.”  A note in Linda’s Christmas card also mentioned they were in Ireland and Scotland in June, along with family gatherings in Williamsburg and Colorado in July and August, then stopping on the return in Arizona and New Mexico to catch the Albuquerque Balloon Festival.
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1969: Linda & Fred Adamchak

Christmas greetings from John and Lesley confirmed their forthcoming move to Patriots Colony in 2019, ending their twenty year stay in Elizabeth City, North Carolina.  The move north to Virginia will locate them closer to the minor Miners (their son and his family), longtime Coast Guard friends and classmates, and many more golf courses.

Jerry Hale sent me the Christmas letter that he and Kris received from Bob and Sally Illman.  The Bob and Sally have retired to Arcata, California and live in close proximity to children and grandchildren.  They spent much of 2018 traveling around the country seeing family and friends, and visited a son and family in England with a side trip to the Highlands of Scotland.  Trail biking and hiking the Northern California forests keeps them active and healthy.  I sent them an e-mail encouraging their attendance at the 50th in October, and received a response from Bob that the Reunion in October was in their plans.

Rick and Marianne Gupman have sold their homes in Gaithersburg and Baltimore and are now settled on the Eastern Shore of Maryland in St. Michaels, a great location to spend time with their seven grandchildren.  Rick built Marianne an art studio where she can pursue her painting, and he is getting into the hobbies that he never got to when consulting on large U.S. Navy vessel construction projects.  He has completed the refurbishing of a 24’ Mako 240 with twin 130 HP engines, and they are members of the Miles River Yacht Club.  Sad note: Rick sold the 1959 Jaguar that he brought from Minnesota to New London in the late 1960’s and had worked on during his many tours in the Coast Guard and into retired employment; “the days of standing by the side of the road waiting for a tow are no more”.
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1969: Rick & Marianne Gupman

Drew Gerfin lives in Picayune, Mississippi, and is enjoying retirement in the greater New Orleans area.  He and friend Kathy have season tickets for the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra at the Orpheum Theatre, Broadway in New Orleans at the Saenger Theater, Jazz and French Quarter Festivals, and festivals in the area throughout the year.  Daughter Ashley and her family live in New Orleans, where she is Dean of Academics for Math at a local high school.  Ashley’s husband, Arouna, from Burkina Faso, Africa, teaches at a French immersion school, and their five year old daughter loves gymnastics and her grandfather.  Daughter Leslie is a 4th grade teacher in Naples, Florida, and is a Penn State graduate and fan who enjoys Florida beaches and the weather.  Drew and Kathy will be with us at the 50th Reunion.
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1969: Drew Gerfin & Kathy

The photo of Stu White was taken during his trip to Egypt in 2018.  It is included because it is the first time Stu has been caught by a camera without a golf club in his hand!
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1969: Stu White & Egyptian Friend
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