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Bruce and Gail Griffiths had lunch in the late fall with Saralyn Smith (daughter of Jim and Marilyn) at Joe’s Crab Shack in Oceanside, California.  Saralyn lives in Orange County and she told Bruce that Jim and Marilyn survived Hurricane Ian and were buying a condominium on the Keys north of Key West but still maintaining their home in Key West.  Saralyn previously worked with Bruce at his management consulting firm in San Diego, and he and Gail helped her move to California years ago.  Bruce did another Lunch & Learn for the Academy Alumni Association in mid-November.  John Heller from the Leadership Institute interviewed him on industry leadership assessment techniques.  
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69: Bruce & Gail Griffiths with Saralyn Smith

Chuck Talar received the 2022 Galliot Award for Newman Studies for his academic work on John Henry Newman, a preacher, novelist, philosopher, theologian, and churchman.  Newman is remembered for his many contributions to 19th century thought.  The prestigious award is presented by the National Institute for Newman Studies, based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Chuck commented: “The recognition came with a monetary component that was an unlooked-for windfall.”  Chuck (talarc@stthom.edu) is a full-time professor at the University of Saint Thomas in Houston, Texas.

Ron and Marianne Greto relocated to Pittsboro, North Carolina last summer, after spending many years in Woodbridge, Virginia.  Pittsboro is a town of 4,500 residents located 17 miles south of Chapel Hill and 34 miles southwest of Raleigh.  They enjoy being close to son Mike and his family.  Ron shared a story as part of a round robin e-mail discussion among retired aviators about former Coast Guard uniforms, including aviation greens and brown shoes, kakis, and multi-colored flight suits.  “I was still reveling in the joy of being a recently designated Coast Guard Aviator at Coast Guard Air Station St. Petersburg in October of 1971 and flaunting an ORANGE flight suit.  I was copiloting an HH-3F to the newly opened Disney World Resort flying Secretary of Transportation John Volpe on an aerial survey of the traffic in the vicinity.  All went well and we landed at the STOL port at Disney World to spend the night.  We proudly proceeded to the hotel still in our flight suits only to find that the outdoor janitorial staff were in their identically colored ORANGE overalls!  Pride go’eth before the fall.”

Chuck Hill’s Coast Guard Blog (chuckhillscgblog.net) captures newsworthy stories and press releases related to the Coast Guard, and he follows with in-depth analysis on the information.  Chuck shared the following family news.  “Norma and I normally go dancing three or four times a week, and she is president of our local dance club.  She is still active in the Association of Official Analytical Collaboration International, as a past president and current secretary of the Pacific Southwest Section.  I take advantage of the weather in California to bike, fly radio-controlled airplanes on Sunday afternoons, and go to the gym during the week.  Our quadriplegic transgender daughter is still with us, age 52 and defying the odds and enjoying life.  Our other daughter completed medical school at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences and became a Navy Flight Surgeon attached to a Marine Helicopter Squadron.  She served two tours in Iraq before deciding, with kids at home, that she had had enough.  She is married to a retired United States Marine Corps major who flew Huey helicopters, and they gave us two beautiful granddaughters.  We have discussed the cars we had when we were young, and I said that I had a Nash Metropolitan while in high school.  Attached is a Nash Metropolitan like the one I had, now located at the San Francisco Art Institute for the San Francisco International Auto Show.”
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69: Chuck Hill & a Nash Metropolitan

A photo of unidentified crewmembers from the CGC Staten Island 1970 Arctic West deployment to Alaskan waters was posted to Fred’s Place on Facebook asking for identification of the four individuals in the photo.  Knowing that Fred Schmitt was one of three classmates assigned to the Seattle icebreaker, Fred provided the identity of the four crewmen.  “The four Staten Island crewmembers are Jim Pennington, me, Dave Potter (’68), and Rudy Peschel (’63), the senior aviator on the deployment.  There was a crew member on the bridge wing with a rifle just in case some curious polar bears thought we were seals.”  Jim Pennington added comments.  “I remember this swim call, and I remember the first shock when we dove in.  This is just one of the many good memories from the Arctic West patrol in 1970.  The Staten Island tour was a terrific experience for a junior ensign.  I really treasure my time on the Staten Island, almost as much fun as flying.  We are so lucky to have all these memories.  Most people's lives don't even come close to the things we encountered.”  John Curtis was the student engineer on the Staten Island out of the Academy, but he must have been in the engine room working while the deckies and aviators were playing up on the ice.
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69: USCGC Staten Island 1970
Jerry Hale was in Kingfield, Maine in September for the wedding of Kris’ grandnephew and the granddaughter of Cecil Berry, Captain, USCG (Retired) (’58).  Cecil was the Assistant Chief of Aeronautical Engineering in Headquarters in the late 1970s when Chris Kreiler and I were assigned to the division.
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69: Jerry Hale & Cecil Berry ('58)
John Curtis wrote after the story broke that he and Bob Pokress had made their film debut on the big screen in the British-produced television series Doc Martin.  “Besides getting fitted for my tux for the Grammies, I will be doing a bit of skiing this coming season.  Howie Waters and I have three trips planned.  The first is to Vail in December 2022 with a group that I learned about from Tom McGrath (‘62), who will be joining us.  In February Howie and I will be skiing Whistler, then in March Mammoth.  Not bad for a couple old codgers, eh?  Of course, this is assuming we don’t hurt ourselves beforehand.  Any other skiers left in the Class?”  
The question was asked whether any classmates were Rotarians, and Paul Prokop was one of many who responded in the affirmative (more on Rotarian classmates in the April 2023 edition of The Bulletin).  Paul joined Rotary in Petersburg, Alaska in 1972 while commanding officer of the CGC Cape Henlopen (WPB 95328), and he remains active in a Rotary Club in the New Orleans area.  A photo of the change of command at Petersburg shows Paul relieving John Hruska (’68).  Paul’s comment about the ceremony: “Changes of command in those days in Alaska were different – me, John, and the crew.  Molly was in Philadelphia, and Group Juneau did not even send a yeoman.”
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69: Paul Prokop & John Hruska ('68) in Petersburg, Alaska
Mark and Sandie Revett live in Marlborough, Massachusetts, and both find themselves busy in their community.  Mark volunteers at Fresh Start (an organization focused on repairing electrical appliances and furniture destined for needy families and veterans) and the Baypath Humane Society in Hopkinton (he provides care for orphaned cats and does repairs to animal cages and buildings).  Mark also competes in a 22-caliber pistol league where competitions are NRA compliant.  Sandie completed her Master Gardener certification and volunteers at the Tower Hill Botanical Garden in Clinton, and she works in a women’s group making dresses for underprivileged girls in Haiti and Cuba.  Over 150 dresses per year are sent to churches in both countries for distribution directly to the girls.
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69: Mark & Sandie Revett
Updates received in holiday cards and notes.  Glenn and Gwen O’Brien (Gainesville, Virginia): “Our sons Mark and Sean and their families are doing well and live nearby.  We are very active in our community; a great social life and many opportunities in the over 55 community in Heritage Hunt.”  Mike and Judy Billingsley (Fayetteville, Georgia): “This was a year of COVID catch-up travel for us.  March: a five-week cruise to the South Pacific Islands of French Polynesia.  May: a trip to California to visit family.  June: a car trip to visit New England family.  August: Travel to South Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Botswana and Namibia.  October: a cruise to Spain, Portugal, Madeira, and the Canary Islands.  November: Back to California for Thanksgiving.”  Jerry and Kris Hale (Wayne, Pennsylvania): “Jerry completed another year of ministry with The Leaders of Faith Foundation!  We both traveled with other team members to Denver in August for the National Conference of State Legislatures’ Legislative Summit.  We look forward to serving at the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, DC in February.”  John and Lesley Miner (Williamsburg, Virginia): “We have had a good year; some travel, some family, lots of activities here at Patriots’ Colony.  We are fortunate to see old friends here and just as fortunate to make many new ones.”  John and Chris McBryan (Franklin, Tennessee): “We stay busy with the yard, projects, and dog walks and just passed the 20-year mark residing in Franklin, which seems impossible after all the moving we have done in the past.  We love being snow birds in South Florida and still enjoy trips to St. Louis to visit family.”  Jane Snyder (Shoreline, Washington): “Daughter Hellie and son-in-law Drew are wrapping up a major remodeling at their house (just up the street from me) and in 2023 it will be my turn to do the same.  I had not intended to buy a fixer-upper, but the location near Hellie is ideal (we walk back and forth all the time), and my house is a home base for son Kirk and daughter-in-law Britt when they visit from Wenatchee.”
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