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GREG SHAW has once again documented the end of winter and the arrival of spring.  The Tenth Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip traveled to the east coast of Florida to see the Nationals, Dodgers, Braves and Indians.  Shown at the Washington Nationals ballpark are Bob Johanson (CGA ’55), Rudy Peschel (CGA ’63), Jack Harrald (CGA ’64), Paul Pluta (CGA ’67), John Bastek (CGA ’68), GREG, and Steve Froehlich (CGA ’73).  GREG and Paul remain the trip plank owners with unbroken service since 1997.
I previously reported that MIKE and JUDY BILLINGSLEY had relocated in 2005 from Georgia to the Boston area, where JUDY is working in clinical research related to lung cancer at Boston Scientific and MIKE is assigned as the pastor of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Hopkinton.  In March, the BILLINGSLEY’s hosted the REVETT’s and the GRAVINO’s for an evening of good food and enjoyable conversation.  
TOM HAMBLIN sent along a photo of classmates who attended this year’s Coast Guard Foundation Dinner in New Orleans, which included TIM JOSIAH, JIM HULL, TOM, JACK BERGMAN, and PAUL GARRITY.  T.R. wrote: “We all had a great time and it was inspiring to see what the Coast Guard had done in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  It was JACK’s first opportunity to renew friendships from swab year.   While he is still serving in the U.S. Marine Corps, we all noted that he did stand during the playing of Semper Paratus.”  As a sidebar, when JACK was last mentioned in this column, it was the result of a chance meeting between him and TIM JOSIAH, and at the time he was a Brigadier General.  Our congratulations to JACK on his promotions to Lt. General.
Contact has been made with two additional classmates, as a result of the efforts of BILL BISSELL.  Their e-mail addresses have been added to the Class List and posted to the Class website by CHRIS KREILER.
JIM BUCKLEY (Jbuck3@aol.com): “Thanks for the letter.  I had no idea that there was any organization like this for our class.  I’ve really had no contact with any of our classmates since leaving the Coast Guard, although I did run into PAUL GARRITY on a flight out of Dallas about thirty years ago.  I’ve been reading the past Bulletins with great interest.  If I remember correctly, RUBE OLSEN and I were in the same Swab Summer platoon (Xray-3).  He was the senior man then, too.  Congratulations, RUBE!  I left the service in 1974 to pursue a career in aviation since my eyesight didn’t meet Coast Guard flight minimums.  I learned to fly using VA benefits and have spent the last 28 years flying for a regional airline here in Portland, Oregon.  SUSAN, my wife of 31 years, and I have a son, Justin, 27, who has been an administrator with the Head Start Program since graduating from the University of Oregon in 2000.  The three of us recently returned from a vacation of a lifetime in New Zealand.  BOB, I would be very pleased if you would add my name and e-mail to the list.  I have often wondered what became of my friends from the Class of ’69.  Thanks for getting in touch.”
BOB DONNEE (redonnee@bellsouth.net): “Sorry it has taken me forever to reply, but things have been somewhat hectic (Note: BOB lives in Mobile, Alabama).  Why certainly you can share my e-mail address.  After all, you did somehow get my correct mailing address.  As you probably know, I see T.R. quite often and hopefully can secure a contract for the LCS with Bollinger.  Time will tell, but it is an uphill fight convincing the Navy to move past forged steel shafts in favor of carbon fiber.  How they ever got past sails is beyond me.  Nice to receive your letter.  It was like visiting with family you haven’t seen in years.  I look forward to hearing from you and receiving your e-mails.”
MARK and PAULA PRESENT took a ten day trip in April with Viking River Cruises in Europe.  “The boat was only half full and the crew members were very friendly and outgoing.  The enclosed photo was taken in Hoorn, the Netherlands, which was a seafaring town with wonderfully significant buildings.  The climax of our trip was visiting the Keukenhof Gardens, which were more beautiful than we expected.  Amsterdam was torn up because of subway construction under the old section, which was begun after our previous visit to this beautiful city.  I really enjoyed seeing the Delta Works in the Province of Zeeland.  New Orleans sure could learn a thing or two.  It was tough going back to work!”
CHRIS and JUDY KREILER spent a few weeks in Italy after the holidays.  When I asked about his experiences, he advised me to watch out for pickpockets.  From the photo that CHRIS sent, I conclude that it was either cold during his travels or his blood has thinned considerably since his permanent move from Northern Virginia to New Port Richey in Florida. 

After a much appreciated heads-up from JERRY HALE, I sent out a Class e-mail in late March informing classmates that FRED WILDER had a heart attack and subsequent bypass surgery two days previous.  My last contact with JERRY is that FRED is doing well and was thankful for the thoughts and prayers that folks had sent his way.
When I sent out the e-mail concerning FRED, I received a non-delivery of my message for DARRYLE WALDRON, FRED’s classmate from Jefferson County High School.  After much effort in looking for DARRYLE’s new e-mail address, I turned to the Alumni Association’s listing of members and solved my dilemma!  DARRYLE’s reply: “Thanks for finding me and forwarding the e-mail.  NANCY and I will be back in Tallahassee next month and will try to see FRED.  I retired from Clean Seas in 2002 and moved back to Florida to fix up my folk’s home and spent 1 ½ years remodeling and doing maintenance on the farm.  Our daughter Melissa and husband lived in Decatur and after the birth of our first grandchild, we moved to Decatur.  Our son Tim and his wife live in Birmingham about 80 miles south.  I did some consulting, but customers wanted me to travel to places that I really didn’t want to go to; I’ve given up on that.  I currently am remodeling a 1920’s bungalow for fun and profit, and working on our home and 14 acres.  I hope to make the 40th Reunion as it will be good to see all of you again.”
LARRY WHEATLEY and BOB POKRESS are planning a Class of ’69 summer party for Saturday, July 29, at LARRY’s house in Cotuit on Cape Cod.  Mark your calendars; details to follow.
Gulf Coast Hurricane Recovery Update from JIM ROBINSON: “Having been nearly first in our neighborhood to get a new roof, we’re still waiting for the contractor to complete relatively minor repairs to our home.  Hurricane preparation, response, and recovery planning for the upcoming season are nearly complete.  Ugh!”

As a follow-on to the blustery winter photo in the April 2006 Class Notes column, BOB and SUE POKRESS, Greg and Jane Ketchen (CGA ’70), and BOB and KATHY GRAVINO spent a fantastic two weeks Under The Tuscan Sun.  While on our Italian sojourn, we were graciously hosted for dinner by Mike and Cathy Gentile (CGA ’70) who coincidentally were in Italy at the same time and staying within twenty kilometers of our villa.  TIM BALUNIS will have a photo in the Class of ’70 Class Notes.
