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Greg Shaw has once again documented the end of winter and the arrival of spring.  The Seventeenth Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip this year was to Phoenix, catching five games in four days with absolutely perfect weather.  Shown in the photo are Greg, Jack Harrald, ’64, Paul Pluta, ’67, and Steve Froehlich, ’73.  Greg noted that CGA Alumni participation was down this year, with one regular on the DL, one excused absence, and one AWOL.  Greg and Paul are plank owners of the annual event, having attended all seventeen years since 1997.  Greg is still a professor at George Washington University now working half time, with the intentions of fully retiring in May or December.  He and Patti plan to relocate to the Richmond – Williamsburg area to be closer to their daughter, son-in-law, and two year old grandson Alexander.
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1969: Coast Guard Academy Boys of Summer in Phoenix


George Flanigan began a bike trip in early April from Florida biking up the East Coast, with Cathy providing logistics support in pursuit.  You can follow George’s trip in a trip journal found at https://www.crazyguyonbike.com/doc/?doc_id=12151. 
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1969: George Flanigan preparing for his bike trip

Reading the Connecticut College Magazine frequently provides me with updates on classmates and spouses, such as the following found in the Winter 2013 edition.  “Anne Sigmond Curtis and husband John are retired and recently traveled to Costa Rica.  They were busy last year with house projects and their fourth granddaughter, Cricket, born at home to oldest daughter Molly.  They also coordinated complicated long-distance plans for second daughter Katie’s August wedding to her Irish fiancé, James Corcoran, at the Minnesota home where Anne and John were married 40 years ago.  Son Nicky attends DigiPen Institute of Technology in Richmond, Washington.  Anne reports that Jane Gilbert Snyder and husband Jay were in Seattle for a month for the birth of their granddaughter, which led to several nice get-togethers with Anne and John.”  Both John and Jay shortly thereafter received e-mails from me commenting on what good reporters Anne and Jane were to their alma maters and asking if they had become so proficient as engineers that they had forgotten how to write.  From John I received: “Anne and I returned in mid-March from a three week trip to the Southeast.  Historic Savannah and Charleston were our first two stops.  I finally made up for not going out to Fort Pulaski when I had the chance on the Swab Summer cruise.  Next was Amelia Island, Florida, where we spent time catching up and sightseeing with Jack and Hennie McGowan. Jack took some photos and said he would send them along to you.  Then we headed south to St. Augustine, the Kennedy Space Center, and on to Orlando to replenish our Vitamin D reserves.  We continued southwest to the Gulf Coast before turning north to Plains, Georgia, staying in an inn that Jimmy Carter did the carpentry on when converting the upper floors from a peanut warehouse.  Last stop was the National Prisoner of War Museum at Andersonville, Georgia; very moving experience.”  Jay then followed up with: “Jane and I will be in Seattle in April and will work on good pictures for you.  We bought a condo in Ballard and are spending more quality time in Seattle with our daughter, son-in-law, and our two wonderful grandkids, Mathias (6) and Mackenzie (2).  Oh, and John and Anne, of course.”  Please note that there are no accompanying photos from John, Jay or Jack with this column.  Next time I ask Anne, Jane and Hennie.

Ed Danner found me on Facebook and sent the following: “It seems like yesterday that we were double-timing around Chase Hall.  My wife Kathy and I live in Marion, Ohio, just north of Columbus.  Since I am originally from the York, Pennsylvania area, I am having a difficult time becoming a Buckeye but I do enjoy the football team and now the basketball team during March Madness.  I do operations consulting and have an affinity for Servant Leadership mentoring along with business startups using The Start Up Owner’s Manual by Steven Blank, a Stanford University professor.  Not planning on retiring soon; too much to do, places to go, and ideas to act upon.  I’m still lifting weights, eating right, running and biking to maintain my boyish figure, and spend a lot of time with my Faith, church, and various boards; probably like all my friends from the Coast Guard Academy.  I follow CGA football and remember playing for Otto Graham, and treasure my Swab Year at the Academy and all the friends I made from so many areas throughout the country.  I connected with Jerry Hale several years ago and had a wonderful time catching up on the years I missed.”
[image: image3.jpg]



1969: Kathy & Ed Danner

Jerry Hale sent a follow-up to his trip to Jamaica that I commented on in the April 2013 Bulletin: “I was blessed to organize and lead a team of six high school age cadets from Valley Forge Military Academy to Jamaica on a missions trip during the first week of March.  The trip was an incredible faith building and life changing experience for the young men (and one older guy – me).  We spent time in Kingston where we met with the Commanders of the Jamaican Coast Guard and Jamaican Air Wing and ministered to a youth correctional facility.  On our way to Montego Bay, we had recreational time with canopy zip-line tour and a visit to Dunns River Falls.  Five of the young men wanted to be baptized, so we had a baptismal service in the Caribbean near the Falls.  While in Montego Bay, the cadets led a worship service in a local church, held mentoring sessions for students at the Teamwork Associates Christian School, and did maintenance work on the school grounds.  On trips into the mountains west of Montego Bay the cadets cared for elderly residents of the St. James Nursing Home and the handicapped and unwanted children of the West Haven Children’s Home.  I am excited about a return trip next year with a larger group.”  Shortly after receiving Jerry’s comments on his successful Jamaican trip, he sent me word of another activity that he is pursuing.  “I have been invited to spend a week in Beijing this summer with the Chinese members of the Jamaican 6.  The trip is sponsored by a U.S. group that ministers to international military people.  We will be touring Beijing and conducting character based leadership seminars to a number of Chinese groups, primarily business people.  Then I will spend a second week travelling to the homes of two of the cadets and recruiting new students for Valley Forge, spending three nights in Shanghai and three nights in Hohhot.”
[image: image4.jpg]



1969: Jerry Hale conducting baptismal service in Jamaica

George Naccara is in his eleventh year as the Transportation Security Agency’s Federal Security Director for Logan Airport and the State of Massachusetts.  He recently spoke to the Ipswich Rotary Club about his position and the role of TSA.  Prior to his presentation, many of my fellow Rotarians expressed concern about the bureaucracy of the TSA and the rights that federal agencies have taken from citizens in the fight against terrorism.  George’s talk, however, was professional, informative, and reassuring that federal initiatives to prevent another 9-11 were evolving to risk-managed actions that were designed to be more effective while focusing on better treatment of the traveling public.  He even came equipped to show the type of items that security personnel routinely confiscate at airport check points, including pocket knives that he passed out to Rotarians who had lost such items going through airport security.  George and Linda live in Middleton, close to Ipswich, where Linda is the director of a municipal senior center.  They have two daughters, Laurie and husband Brent with children Ethan (4) and Emily (6 months), and Lisa and husband David, all of whom live in the local area.

John and Lesley Miner, Jim and Cindy Burk, and Gail and Bruce Griffiths spent a week at the Coast Guard cottages on Marathon Key in March.  They met up with Jim and Marilyn Smith for dinner in Key West and enjoyed the merriment of the daily Sunset Celebration at Mallory Square.   John, Lesley, Gail and Bruce also flew by seaplane to Fort Jefferson National Monument in the Dry Tortugas to revisit one of the exotic “port of calls” that one of our cadet cruises made.  John and Bruce still have the conches that they retrieved in dives off the island, and wondered if any other classmates still have their shells.
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1969: Burks, Miners, Griffiths & Smiths dining in Key West
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1969: John Miner & Bruce Griffiths at Fort Jefferson


Jim Smith broke radio silence and sent the following.  “Marilyn and I made the Valentine’s Day cover of our local newspaper insert.  CGA ’94 son Cale continues to run Islamorada Investment Management, and everyone should send all their money to him to invest, like we have!  Daughter and beach volleyball veteran Saralyn is settling down in California with a company called Blizzard.  Ever played World of Warcraft?  Me neither, but that’s them, more money than Apple.  For me, real estate is picking up again.  For Marilyn, legal issues never did have a recession.  Gotta’ plan to retire some day; but not yet.”
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1969: Marilyn & Jim Smith on the Valentine's Day cover of Keys Style

Bob and Barbara Thorne returned in March from Mexico.  “Two weeks in Playa del Carmen followed by two weeks in Cancun at Royal Resorts Timeshares.  First week was with our oldest son Rob and his family.  For the past sixteen years we have escaped our Connecticut winters for several weeks or more to enjoy great weather along the Mayan Riviera and the warm hospitality of the Mexican people.”
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1969: Bob & Barbara Thorne in Playa del Carmen

Another Class of ’69 adventure was found on Facebook.  “As you figured out from my Facebook page, the Vlaun's (Beth and Rich) and the Kane's (Barry and Bettymarie) went on a 23 day junket to Australia, New Zealand, and Fiji.  We started out in Australia for the first ten days, commencing in Melbourne where we took a side trip to Philip Island to see the Little Penguins, then to the Outback to stop in Alice Springs and Ayers Rock where we rode camels at sunrise and had dinner under the stars in the Outback.  The next day we were in Cairns where the highlight was snorkeling on the Great Barrier Reef, then down to Sydney for three more days of sightseeing.  The next nine days were spent traveling around the South Island of New Zealand, going from Christchurch (the earthquake damage is still devastating) south to Franz Josef Glacier; three days in Queensland where we searched for Frodo amongst the spectacular scenery of the Lord of the Rings; and Mumford Sound and back to Christchurch. We then were off to Fiji for a couple of relaxing days.  Barry and I managed to sneak in a round of golf before we headed back to reality.”
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1969: Vlauns & Kanes in Australia
