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Greg Shaw celebrated the end of winter and the arrival of spring this year with the Twenty Third Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip, spending five days in the Phoenix area and seeing three games featuring the Angels, Rangers, Cubs, Athletics, Giants, and Diamondbacks; the Mariners and White Sox were rained out.  This was the first rain out in Arizona in their eight trips out to Arizona and the third rain out with two in Florida over the fifteen years in the Sunshine State.  Not bad for a total of over 120 games in Florida and Arizona.  Attendance was down this year with several late cancellations.  Greg hopes to have a bigger group next spring when they head back to Florida for games in the Tampa or West Palm Beach areas.  Greg is the only plank owner of the annual event who has attended all twenty three trips since 1997.  This year’s attendees included Chris and Judy Kreiler, Greg, Jack Harrald (‘64), Jim and Jean Card (’64), and Paul Pluta (’67).  If anyone would like to join in the fun next year, contact Greg at glshaw@gwu.edu. 
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1969: The Boys (and Girls) of Summer 2019

Mike and Judy Billingsley are off to the Holy Land again, this time just for the month of May 2019.  They will be again serving at Saint George’s College Jerusalem, helping to guide two pilgrim groups along the footsteps of Jesus in what are now Israel and Palestine.  Mike recently retired as the Interim Rector of a parish in Peachtree City, Georgia, and now volunteers at the local hospital as part of the Spiritual Care team.  Judy is busy with responsibilities for the New Neighbors League.  Retirement this year means catching up on some postponed travel.  Just before Easter Mike and Judy had lunch with Bob and Carmel Belote.  Thanks to the Alumni Bulletin, they discovered that they live about 30 minutes apart -- both drawn to Georgia by the presence of children and grandchildren.  All four are in good health and plan to be present for the 50th class reunion.
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1969: Mike & Judy Billingsley after Easter Service

George and Cathy Flanigan attended the Celebration of Life ceremony for Pete Kissinger held the last weekend of April in Washington, D.C.  “I was able to speak with Jack McGowan, Tom Rutenberg and Dave Anderson.  The ceremony was quite a tribute -- Pete was loved and admired by those who knew him and he was always helping people.  Dave Anderson provided remarks about Pete, as did others.  Several speakers stated that it will never be known how many lives were saved as a result of Pete’s work.”  George sent a handout that contained an interesting summary of his life, some of which follow.

Celebration of Peter Kissinger’s Life: Ardent transportation safety advocate Peter Kissinger passed away suddenly on February 19th in Edmonds, Washington.  He and his wife, Willie, had recently relocated from Arlington, Virginia.  Throughout his career, Peter's goal was to save lives by improving transportation safety.  From his early work in boating safety, to his testimonies before Congress for the National Transportation Safety Board, to his world-wide foundation outreach, he was always focused on real-world changes.  After graduating with honors from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, he helped establish the Office of Boating Standards.  After completing a Master's degree in Operations Research from George Washington University, he joined the Federal Boating Safety Program and then the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), where he helped develop a system to evaluate national safety programs.  Peter became the Managing Director of the NTSB, representing the Board before Congress as well as national and international organizations.  He then joined the Civil Engineering Research Foundation (CERF) as Director of Highway Innovation to create Highway Innovative Technology Evaluation Centers (HITEC).  By the time he left CERF as Senior Vice President, HITEC had expanded their national performance benchmark evaluations to new technologies.  Peter joined the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety as President and CEO "to identify traffic safety problems, foster research that seeks solutions, and disseminate educational materials".  In his fourteen years there, he built the AAA Foundation into an organization that made a significant contribution as a leader in traffic safety nationally and in the world.  While there he was instrumental in establishing the U.S. Road Assessment Program (USRAP), and he launched and served on the board of the International Road Assessment Programme (IRAP).  USRAP and IRAP were among Peter's great sources of pride, and he believed that they were important for effecting real-world change.  He was also a member of the US Department of Transportation's Intelligent Transportation Systems' Public Advisory Committee (ITS PAC) and a member of the U.S. Advisory Board of the FIA Foundation.  He was a generous and warm friend, whose wit and thoughtfulness were appreciated.
Chris Kreiler is posting all 50th Reunion material on the class web site, and all future reunion information will be available there.  A last minute opportunity arose for two Class of ’69 graduates to sail on one of three Eagle cruises during the Academy’s 2019 summer training program.  Four classmates submitted their names for a lottery, and Bill Bissell and Bob Pokress were the lucky winners, boarding the Eagle in Portsmouth, New Hampshire in August and sailing for two weeks along the East Coast.  
Chris and Judy Kreiler, Marlies and Steve Hungness, and Kathy Santel and Vince Kinal gathered in early March at Sea Hags Bar and Grill on St. Pete’s Beach in Florida for a mini reunion and seafood.  The three couples all live in close proximity to each other in the St. Petersburg/Clearwater area.
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1969: Class Luncheon at St. Pete Beach, Florida

Dan Garrison and the 50th Reunion Class Gift Committee (Jim Burk, Fred Schmitt, Wayne Gronlund, Tim Josiah, Jim Hull, Stu White, Bob Pokress and Rube Olsen) obtained approval in early April from the Academy for the design plan and location of the George Washington Memorial, our 50th Reunion gift to the Academy.  Dan says that the layout is pretty impressive, with the memorial location being straight out from the center of the arch between Chase Hall and the Annex with the Memorial positioned overlooking the parade grounds facing back towards Alexander Hamilton.  Dan anticipates an e-mail update to the Class in late May after a contract is in place, to include a visual rendering of the site layout.  Site construction should begin in early June and take approximately 90 days. 
Jack Thomas, who left the Class after two years and was from Klamath Falls, Oregon, contacted Bob Thorne and indicated that he would like to attend the 50th Reunion.  Bob passed Jack’s contact information to me, by which time Jack had already made reservations to attend the reunion.  "I left the Academy at the beginning of our 2/C year and took many of the principles learned to the defense industry, working with General Dynamics and Boeing Aerospace.  In a dramatic career shift I left the defense industry and began a venture in the hospitality business and subsequently ended up owning six restaurants.  A strong desire to serve the public led me to sell my businesses and take up a decades-long career in firefighting.  I retired as a fire chief after having instilled in my firefighters the meaning of ‘Revering Honor and Honoring Duty’.  My wife Ann and I raised two children (and many animals) in rural Central Oregon where we were raised.  We have resided here for the last 40+ years enjoying all that God's outdoors has to offer, especially fly fishing."  The photo of Jack and Ann was taken at his retirement ceremony from fire service.
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1969: Jack & Ann Thomas at his Fire Service retirement ceremony

Jim Robinson informs us that Doug Brown’s 50+ year Academy discus record was broken in mid-April by a 2/C cadet.  Congratulations, Doug, on the longevity of the record.  Doug and Greg Mcgee were the co-captains of the 1969 Spring Track and Field team, and both classmates held individual records in their respective fields.
Roni Lavache wrote after she posted a photo on Facebook of Mark and Roni taken when he was a 4/C cadet.  “I won’t be able to make it to the reunion since I hope to be living in Port Townsend, Washington, near my son, Michael, in September.  On visits to the area, the town captured my heart. Water and mountains!  What more could one want?  A little bit more sunshine?  Yup!  But it’s even amazingly beautiful in the Great North West drizzle!”
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1969: Roni & Mark Lavache at 4/C year formal

Rich Vlaun sent a photo of Barry Kane’s annual golf get together, originally called the Eastern Carolina Golf Marathon, and recently renamed the Eastern Carolina Golf Half Marathon, probably because they have reduced their play from 36 holes in 3 days to something less.  They followed their golfing with dinner at Duffers, where they met up with Walt McDougall, who is rebuilding his house in Rivers Landing after extensive damage from hurricane Florence.  Diners at the Duffers included Stu White, John Miner, Jim Burk, Tim Josiah, Walt McDougall, Chuck Huber, Rich Vlaun, Fred Schmitt and Barry Kane.
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1969: The celebratory feast after Barry Kane's Eastern Carolina Golf Half Marathon
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