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For the last twenty three years, the ’69 June Class Notes column has led with almost the same opening sentence, and no one has every commented.  Similar to the previous twenty two June columns, the June 2019 leadoff sentence read: Greg Shaw celebrated the end of winter and the arrival of spring this year with the Twenty Third Annual Spring Training Baseball Trip.  The paragraph ended: Greg is the only plank owner of the annual event who has attended all twenty three trips since 1997.  Due to the unprecedented times in which we live, the lead off for the June 2020 column has changed.
Greg’s update for Spring Training 2020: “No surprise.  We cancelled the spring training trip to Tampa on the same day but before Major League Baseball officially cancelled all of the games.  Chris Kreiler was the ticket master this year and went far and above the call of duty to get refunds from four different ball parks and mail checks to everyone.  Must have been that odd numbered class initiative and know-how to get the job done.”  Let’s hope Greg is able to resume his spring training trip next year!
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1969: Greg Shaw: Ready for Opening Day!
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1969: Greg Shaw: Ready for the Majors!

Joanne Soreng reported that our beloved Class Advisor, Arne Soreng, is well and doesn’t have anything new to report.  Both send their warmest regards and best wishes to the Class.  “We hope you and yours are well, and thank you for asking!”
Dan Carney sent a photo of himself posing with a Coast Guard flag. “My sister and I were in a second hand shop and I found a Coast Guard flag for sale.  It turns out that the TV series House of Cards uses this shop to buy props for the production.  The Coast Guard flag, and a Vice Presidential flag, were used in the series, and are now available.  I did not make an offer; I didn’t think the ‘Admiral’ would let me hang it in the home office.”
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1969: Dan Carney reuniting with Coast Guard Colors

Dan shared his favorite Eagle story, which occurred on our 2/c cruise in 1967 to Expo in Montreal.  “Charlie Huber and I decided to go to the Chinese Pavilion for dinner. It was one of the more popular restaurants. When we got there, the line was lengthy. The hostess came out and asked several of us if we would consider sitting together because there was large table that would accommodate a large party.  We agreed.  When we sat down, a man started to tell us about his connection to the Eagle.  This gentleman had been a POW in Germany during WWII.  The POW camp was on a river, and the Eagle would deliver supplies to the camp.”

In the December 2019 column, it was noted that Mike and Judy Billingsley’s granddaughter, Kaitlyn, graduated on August 17th from the U.S. Marine Corps’ Officer Candidate School at Quantico.  On May 4, 2020, 2nd Lt Kaitlyn Amanda Buck, USMCR, graduated from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach, Florida, and on May 5th, she married 2nd Lt David Brickey, USAFR, who reports to Air Force Flight Training in September.  Kaitlyn reports to The Marine Basic School in early June, and following in Mike’s footsteps, she heads south after Basic School to Naval Air Station Pensacola to begin flight training as a Naval Aviator.
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1969: Mike & Judy Billingsley at granddaughter Kaitlyn's graduation from Embry Riddle University

Bob and Lois Acker moved in March from Gainesville, Virginia to the small town of Warsaw, Virginia.  “The house is on Garland Lake, and we have a great view of the water all year and a couple of acres of woods surrounding us.  The peacefulness is wonderful, especially after thirty years in Northern Virginia.  A simple and quiet community, and less stress.  We had owned the house, and were consolidating.  What better time.  We made a good decision, and it is a good place to isolate.  It is a special time, and we look forward to eventual trips, as well as great family time when the virus has passed.  The kids and their families are still in Northern Virginia, and all are safe staying home.  The initial plan was for them to come visit on weekends, but that will wait, too.”  Bob has a new email address: backercga69@gmail.com.


Mark Revett (mrevett@earthlink.net) sent a short note after my March class e-mail regarding the death of Frank Kapral.  “Frank Kapral was definitely a role model, and unforgettable.  He influenced many of us during our time at the Academy.  Sandie and I are enjoying retirement; staying vertical during this latest event.  Both of us are usually involved with several activities, but everything is on hold until the quarantine is lifted.  We still enjoy life here in Marlborough, Massachusetts.”

George Bond is hosting two on-line Zoom sessions in June and July for the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  He may do additional sessions in August and September before he retires from the Auxiliary on September 30th.  George has used his stay-at-home status to do extensive repairs and painting to the outside of his New Orleans home, and he is working with the Greater New Orleans Interfaith Climate Coalition to establish a state affiliate for the Interfaith Power and Light group. “I’m staying very busy.”

Included are photos of Fred Adamchak and Butch Hartney receiving their 50 Year Medals from the Commandant of the Coast Guard, Admiral Karl Schultz, at Homecoming in October.  The photos capture a significant moment at this special ceremony, and bring back memories of a momentous occasion.  Thank you again, Andrea Marcille, and the staff of the Academy Alumni Association.
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1969: Fred Adamchak at the 50 Year Medallion Ceremony
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1969: Butch Hartney at the 50 Year Medallion Ceremony
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