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Penelope “Penny” Jean Sprague
April 8, 2022
It is with deep sorrow that I inform the Class of the death in April of Mike Sprague’s wife, Penny.  Penelope Jean Sprague, born in Norwich, Connecticut in 1948 and a resident of Uncasville, Connecticut, died after an illness lasting several weeks.  Mike and Penny were married for 53 years (June 6, 1969) and have three children: Wendy Davis (husband Scott); Tania Bonner (husband Joe); and Joseph Sprague (wife Stacey); and six grandchildren: Adam (CGA ’18), Meghan and Kaitlyn Davis; Nickolas and Olivia Bonner; and Michael Sprague.  Donations in Penny’s name can be sent to the National Coast Guard Museum.  Mike can be reached at 43 Hillcrest Drive, Uncasville, 06382 CT.
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69: Penny Sprague

For the first time in my thirty-three years as Class Correspondent, Don Walsh submitted comments in early March for Class Notes.  “Greetings from Fort Collins, Colorado (a recent move for us).  I have digitalized all my old records and sold them on eBay, except for two that are not for sale, The Gents and The Idlers.  I would gladly give to any classmate who wants them; please use your class distribution list to see if anybody wants them.  Maryann and I are enjoying an amazing post retirement life.  In 2010 Maryann retired from her teaching position at the University of Southern California and her administrative position at California State University, and I retired from my second career as a high school math and science teacher.  We moved from Long Beach, California to what had been our vacation home in Bend, Oregon, where we embraced the outdoor recreational opportunities, especially on and off-road bicycling in the summer and cross-country skiing in the winter.  Although Bend had much to offer, we missed the cultural aspects of living near a major university and found ourselves dividing our time equally between Italy and the U.S. (we have dual citizenship).  The proximity of a major airport became a key factor in choosing where to live.  After online research and a road trip last spring, we decided that Fort Collins offered the best of the outdoor life we loved in Bend, as well as a major university, preforming arts, and proximity to a major airport.  We are now in an extensive remodel and looking forward to returning to Italy this fall.  More history on our Italian experience.  Nine years ago, we booked a two-week bicycle touring vacation in Tuscany and Umbria.  When we stepped off the plane in Florence, Maryann (whose family is from Puglia and Calabria) felt like she had returned home.  At that point we decided not just to visit but to stay and live in Italy.  Since her grandparents were Italian citizens, Maryann had a birthright to citizenship by bloodline, and after I passed a comprehensive language exam, I applied for Italian citizenship as the spouse of an Italian citizen.  Our initial bicycle tours of Tuscany and Umbria were followed by others in Puglia (birthplace of Maryann's grandmother) and then Sicily.  This evolved into an annual pattern of three spring months in Italy, followed by summer in the U.S., and back to Italy for three months in the fall.  During one of these stays we spent a week bicycling along the Po River from Parma to Verona.  Our last cycling adventure was on our way home from Italy, a tour from Prague to Vienna - one of the best trips we ever experienced.  While looking to find our perfect place in Italy, we have lived in Florence, Verona, Cortona, Sorrento, Rionero in Vultura, and Montepulciano, with numerous day trips to surrounding towns and villages including Calabria (birthplace of Maryann's grandfather).  Maryann and I return to Italy this fall to search for the perfect location in Le Marche along the Adriatic Coast.”  Anyone interested in The Gents or Idlers records should contact Don at edonwalsh@yahoo.com.
[image: image2.jpg]



'69: Don Walsh in Calabria, Italy in 2019
Jerry and Kris Hale enjoyed a ten day ‘Gems of the Danube’ river cruise on the Jasper River in October.  The cruise began in Budapest and ended with a three day stay in Prague.  One highlight was visiting the memorial to John Huss in the Prague City Square.  Huss was a forerunner of the Protestant Reformation (one hundred years before Martin Luther) and was martyred for his faith in 1415.  Jerry is the Legislative Chaplain to Delaware and New Jersey for the Leaders of Faith Foundation and participated in the National Conference of State Legislatures’ Legislative Summit in Tampa in November.  Three thousand people attended the event, and the Leaders of Faith sponsored a Prayer Breakfast for attendees.  Jerry added: “Kris and I accepted an invitation to minister with Ukrainian friends at the annual Ukrainian Fellowship Gathering in Arlington, Virginia, in early February.  This year’s gathering was particularly timely and important as the standoff between Ukraine and Russia was dominating the news.  The ominous clouds that were gathering in early February have since become a raging storm with incredible human suffering.  We join with people all over the world in seeking God’s intervention to end the death and destruction in Ukraine!  We have two upcoming family weddings with granddaughter Kate marrying Wyatt in May in Bozeman, Montana.  Wyatt will be commissioned as a 2LT in the U.S. Army later in the summer.  Our son Nat and U.S. Border Agent JoAnne are getting married in early November at the Rounton Farm near Orange, Virginia.”  Jerry also recommends Sandy Stosz's (CGA ’82) book, Breaking Ice and Breaking Glass, Leading in Uncharted Waters.  “I was on her rollout team for the book and helped with the cover.  Profits go to the Academy’s Leadership Program.  It is a two-part book:  Part 1 is Sandy’s Academy experiences and her Coast Guard career.  Part two is her leadership philosophy with practical examples from her career.  I breezed through Part 1, but Part 2 took a while as I found myself reviewing my past leadership challenges and how I dealt with them.  Sandy and I have had lengthy discussions about the book.  She mentions the names of many of her mentors but leaves out the names of her detractors.  I guessed most of them and she told me the others.”  Sounds like a worthwhile read.
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69: Jerry & Kris Hale on the Danube River with the Hungarian Parliament in the background
Dan Carney passed along an interesting experience.  “We were recently vacationing in Naples, Florida, and my wife and sister wanted to go into an antique shop.  It was cool and I was wearing an Academy sweatshirt.  Another person in the shop asked if I had been in the Coast Guard and I saw that he was wearing a sweatshirt from Norwich University.  We started talking and I commented that an Academy graduate had served at Norwich as the Dean.  He corrected me and said Rich Schneider became the President of the University.  He told an interesting story, saying that Rich came to Norwich when it was seriously in the red.  Rich told those interviewing him for the position that he would change the financial situation of the university from red to black and in five years leave.  Rich accomplished his goal and stayed until he retired.  Twenty-eight years of dedicated and committed service to Norwich University, from 1992 – 2020!  We continued our conversation and I told him the ‘Bruce Bergman Story.’  The Norwich University graduate could not believe that Bruce got a torpedo out of the armory and put it near the football stadium with the sign ‘Sink Norwich’ for one of our home football games.”
George Flanigan sent in an update after the holidays.  “Life is returning to normal, and we have September plans for a carryover event from our delayed 50th wedding anniversary celebration, a trip on Viking’s new Mississippi River cruise ship.  Cathy had knee surgery in 2021 and completed her 110th baby quilt!  I continued my cycle training, but COVID interrupted my events.  At the end of 2020, I did an eight day, five hundred K, multi-day solo ride that involved rain and wintry weather.  Son Dave remains in Maryland and is a deputy department head at John Hopkins Advanced Physics Laboratory and teaches systems engineering courses.  Dave and Debbie’s daughter Jeanie finished her graduate studies in pharmacology at the University of Pittsburgh and received a Doctorate in Pharmacology and later received her pharmacy licenses.  She is now working on a Pharmaco Analytics fellowship at the University of Pittsburg.  Second daughter Marisa graduated from the University of Maryland with a BA in Psychology and minor in Human Development and Sustainability.  She is currently working with autistic children in Baltimore as a Board-Certified Behavior Analyst.  Our son Sam works as a data scientist for a government client, still working from home with online video meetings.
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69: George & Cathy Flanigan with sons Sam & Dave
Bob and Sue Pokress and Kathy and I attended the first home meet in New London for the Academy’s crew team in late March.  Bob and Sue’s grandson, Nate, is a 4/c cadet and member of the Academy team, who made the Men’s Varsity boat his Swab year.  The Academy rowed against West Point and Wesleyan University on Saturday and Sunday mornings and did well on both days.  Sunny weather, but a bit cold on the Thames River.
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69: Bob & Sue Pokress with grandson Nate at the Academy
The Eastern North Carolina Half Marathon Golf Outing was held in late April at Barry Kane’s in Winding River with golfers Stu White, Fred Schmitt, Tim Josiah, Jim Robinson, Barry, Jim Burk, Randy Weston (Barry’s neighbor in River Landing), and Greg Shaw.  Stu commented: “Weather was great, as was the camaraderie. Results are not yet available.” 
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'69: North Carolina Golf Marathon
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