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CHUCK and NORMA HILL’s daughter, Natalie, is the US Navy flight surgeon assigned to a Marine Corps CH-46 helicopter squadron that deployed to Iraq in mid August.  Earlier this summer they attended Natalie’s graduation from flight surgeon training.  CHUCK had not yet developed the photos from that momentous occasion, but he did send along a photo taken in 1997 when he swore her into the Navy (“it’s the last time I squeezed into the old uniform”).  NORMA is head of the Tax and Trade Bureau of the Treasury Department’s San Francisco Laboratory, which does regulatory testing on alcoholic beverages.  CHUCK takes care of his quadriplegic son and his mother, who had a stroke and heart attack in October 2003.  He spends his spare time building and flying radio controlled electric airplanes.  “In 1973, a doctor diagnosed my son’s Muscular Dystrophy and told us he only had a year to live, so we should not get too attached to him.  Twenty three years later, he graduated from Berkeley.  He does volunteer work teaching computers to learning disabled adults and maintains the data base for an organization that teaches English to adults.  He is the happiest and most well adjusted person I know.  He helps keep things in perspective.”
ROD SCHULTZ sent a photo of the class gathering in Norfolk, Virginia, for JIMMY HULL’s change of command and retirement ceremony on July 16, along with the following comments.  “It was a beautiful day in Norfolk and a nice ceremony, with Tom Collins and the US Navy LANT Fleet Commander speaking.  It’s hard to believe we’re all retired now, with the exception of RUBE.  It’s sort of ironic that RUBE was the old man of the class and lasted longer than any of us.  I wish CINDY and I could make it back to the 35th Reunion, but we’re only allowed one trip back to the east coast each year, or the Hawaiian Gods start to think that we don’t belong.  We spoke with MIKE and ROSALEE MIERZWA recently.  They’re still in Texas and MIKE is busy with his Port of Galveston duties.  Aloha.”
RON GRETO also had some comments on JIMMY’s special day.  “To the best of my recollection, the following classmates were in attendance: JIM BURK, DON GROSSE, CHARLIE HUBER, TIM JOSIAH, GREG MAGEE, JOHN MINER, FRED SCHMITT, ROD SCHULTZ, STU WHITE, and me.  DAVE BELZ and JOHN GAUGHAN also attended.  A very nice ceremony with many well-deserved kind words and accolades tossed about on a beautiful summer day.  MARIANNE and I went on to JOHN and LESLEY MINER’s estate on Saturday to join them and Stan and Loretta Walz, Christa and Sperry Storm, and Sue Scurria for a wonderful dinner (Norm in Annandale for a high school reunion).  So we missed the Parrott-Head party at JIM and JUDY’s house on Saturday night.”
JOHN and LESLEY MINER recently went on a camping trip with their horses to Jefferson National Forest in southwestern Virginia near the North Carolina border.  “Except for getting off the main trail and almost falling down the mountain, we had a wonderful time and are looking forward to another trip soon.  I was the only guy with four ladies!”

FRED WILDER sent a photo of his family taken at the beach this summer.  Identified in the photo, from left to right, is son Nathan, grandson Reece, Nathan’s wife Amber, son Ben, daughter Shannon, granddaughter Abigail, Erin’s husband Shane, granddaughter Ainsley, daughter Erin, TERRY, and GRANDDAD FRED.
CHUCK and PAULA MORE have a ten acre farm in southern Rhode Island that occupies their off-duty hours.  “Sometimes my mind goes back to that John Denver song, ‘Life on a farm is kinda laid back’.  However, I never realized that farm work is actually spelled ‘HARD WORK’.  There are a never ending list of chores to be done, projects to be accomplished, fences to maintain, and buildings to keep up.  We have almost twice as many square feet of building space in our garage, barn, and stable as we do in our house!  That’s a lot of painting and upkeep.  If this sounds like I’m complaining, I’m not.  I love keeping busy and the big reward is that leisurely horseback ride through the lush New England woods to a hillside vista.  Besides, all four grandkids also love going to the farm.  By the summer of 2007, I should be fully retired and have the time to do all those projects on my backlog—hopefully, I’ll still have the energy as well.”
Some recent e-mail address changes: LarryWheatley@comcast.net, shungness@earthlink.net, bob.pokress@cga.alumlink.com, cpmore@cox.net, jjsnyder1@cox.net, robinson104@direcway.com, and ackersva@comcast.net. 

Look forward to seeing many of you at Homecoming 2004, October 21-23, for our 35th Reunion.  BARBARA and BOB THORNE have put together a great weekend of enjoyable activities.
