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In the August column I wrote that JERRY HALE had accepted a position in June as Executive Assistant to the President of Valley Forge Military Academy and College near his home in Wayne, Pennsylvania.  It did not take long for Valley Forge to realize JERRY’s talents and abilities, for in early September JERRY was appointed Interim Chief Financial Officer of the College.  The appointment was announced by RADM Tony McGeorge, USN (Ret), President of Valley Forge: “Captain HALE has a strong financial background and brings a wealth of experience to this position, having served as the Deputy Chief Financial Officer of the United States Coast Guard.”  JERRY and KRIS celebrated another significant event this year; daughter Laura was married on May 20th.  Included in the attached family photo are Betty Hale (JERRY’s mother), JERRY, Laura, KRIS, daughter Kendra, sons Ben and Nat, and two of Kendra’s five children, Kate and Hannah Buckingham.
LARRY and SUSAN WHEATLEY hosted a class gathering on Cape Cod on July 29th.  Attendees included RUSS ASKEY (ALANA was visiting grandchildren in New Jersey), MIKE and JUDY BILLINGSLEY, PAUL and CANDACE BODENHOFER, PAUL and PAT GARRITY, BOB and KATHY GRAVINO, JERRY and KRIS HALE, BOB and SUE POKRESS, FRED and PAM PRYOR, and LARRY and SUSAN WHEATLEY.  After graciously hosting us at their Cotuit home, LARRY and SUSAN were on a Logan flight to Washington, D.C., on the following day, to meet their newly arrived grandchild.
I received the following replies to a class e-mail announcing LARRY and SUSAN’s summer party.
BRUCE GRIFFITHS: “Sorry we won’t make the get-together at LARRY’s.  It has been a roller coaster ride for us this spring and summer.  My mother passed away (she hosted several classmates over the years, including TOM RUTENBERG and RICH FORD), and I had a unique travel adventure.  My mom had a full life and lived with us the past three years.  She was always very proud of my Coast Guard career.  On the travel front, I’ll bet I’m the only classmate who has been deported from the Republic of China.  I was detained in Shanghai (under guard over night) and then expelled from the country after inadvertently voiding my one-entry visa by connecting through Tokyo from Beijing to Shanghai.  As they marched me off after discovering I was entering illegally, I admit I did have a few Midnight Express scenes playing in my head.  They tried to send me back to California (which would have made my client very unhappy since I was hosting a workshop in Shanghai), but a sympathetic immigration agent, who understood that I wasn’t trying to enter the PRC illegally, talked her boss into sending me to Hong Kong, where I got a new visa in a couple hours.  I was back the next day, and all ended well.  I did get to walk the Great Wall.  This has been the year of World Heritage sites for me.  First Machu Pichu, followed by the Forbidden City and the Great Wall.”

JACK MCGOWAN: “HENNIE and I can’t make the class gathering.  We’ve been in Brooklyn for the last two months.  HENNIE was invited to teach in the CUNY system.  We drive back to Florida in late July and then fly to Italy to spend the month of August in Rome.  As anyone who saw me play in the annual Coast Guard Golf Tournament can attest, all this traveling is killing my golf game.  Our first granddaughter, Claire, was born in May to Chris and Sandy, as we passed through Chicago.”
JOHN MINER has provided updates on class activities occurring in the mid-Atlantic region: “The annual Coast Guard Golf Tournament was held at the Homestead in Hot Springs, Virginia, in early July.  Representing the class were RICH VLAUN, JACK MCGOWAN, JIM BURK, BARRY KANE, STU WHITE, JOHN MINER, and RUBE OLSEN.  STU won two closest to the pin contests on the first day, winning six sleeves of golf balls which the rest of us promptly lost for him.  He also came in first in his flight, narrowing defeating the third place finisher: me.  RUBE finished third in his flight, so our class did pretty well for a bunch of old guys.  RENE, CINDY, LESLEY, BETTYMARIE, and BETH enjoyed the many amenities of the Homestead while the guys chased the little white ball.  Jo Thomas (next to RENE) and Jim Thomas (CGA ’76 and CGA Assistant Superintendent under RUBE) were also part of the vacation group.  After the tournament, JIM and CINDY BURK hosted the MINERs and GRETOs at their new lake home in Shelby, North Carolina.  JIM has retired from Navy Mutual Aid Association and will be joining the senior tour soon.  The BURKs have a lovely home that their kids and grandkids (and friends!) will certainly enjoy.”
JIM HULL and RICH LOSEA teamed up in July to provide joint task force training to forty three command level E-9’s from all services and three allied warrant officers at the Joint Forces Command in Suffolk, Virginia.  JIM joined with five other 3 and 4 star flag officers as a senior mentor for the Keystone seminars, while RICH was Northrop Grumman’s team leader, providing all the behind the scenes support for the four day event.  This was JIM’s second visit to JFCOM’s Joint War Fighting Center, where RICH has worked since retiring from the Coast Guard in 1995.

Please note my new home address above.  KATHY and I have moved from Peabody to Ipswich, where we once again enjoy the pleasures of a seacoast community.  Our daughter Kelly also lives in Ipswich with her husband Scott and two sons, Liam and Finn.
