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MARK and PAULA PRESENT recently returned from a thirteen day trip with Viking River Cruises from St. Petersburg to Moscow, preceded by three days in Helsinki.  They took a side trip while in Finland to Tallinn, Estonia, crossing the Baltic Sea on a ferry to visit the historic town.  “We could not have asked for better weather on our cruise; warm and sunny and only a day of rain.  We were told that the two groups before us saw little sun and had much heavy rain.  Our guide was excellent and shared how things were when the Soviet Union collapsed, in addition to a wealth of history.”
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RICH and BETH VLAUN traveled to Astoria, Oregon, to attend the change of command of the CGC Fir on August 8, where their son, Mark (CGA ’94) assumed command of the 225-foot seagoing buoy tender.  Mark reported to the Fir from the Operations Law Group at Coast Guard Headquarters where he was legal advisor to Counterterrorism and Defense Operations and Aviation Forces and assistant legal advisor to the recently formed Deployable Operations Group.  He holds a law degree from Pennsylvania State University’s Dickinson School of Law.  RICH sent a photo of the family at the change of command, which included son Brian, an Air Force major and B1 Bomber Aircraft Commander soon to deploy for a second tour to the Middle East, and Mark’s wife Kristen and children, Brooke and Anderson.  “We had a great time getting together in Astoria, but we sure will miss having Mark and his family only eight miles away.”
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DAVE and TRISH DUBOIS, GEORGE and LINDA NACCARA, and BOB and BARBARA THORNE spent a weekend in August at a lake front home near Cooperstown, New York, where they enjoyed a day at the Baseball Hall of Fame and the Fenimore Art Museum.  BOB commented: “Were it not for the five year service commitment after graduation, DAVE might have had a shot at the Hall!  DAVE is a diehard Red Sox fan, GEORGE is the Yankee fan, and I can’t make up my mind.”
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DREW GERFIN sent along an update from the Gulf Coast.  “CAROL and I are doing fine here in Picayune, Mississippi.  We had plans to move to Pensacola, Florida, this summer, but the buyers of our home backed out at the last minute and we can’t afford two mortgages!  Unfortunately, that started our woes as I tore my right rotator cuff and had the repair operation a couple weeks ago.  Then CAROL, a register nurse, had her left thumb knuckle operated on to repair it.  My Dad passed away two years ago at age 83 of heart failure, and my Mother (85) is currently in the hospital with a variety of ailments.  My parents had moved from Altoona several years ago and settled in Wyomissing, Pennsylvania.  The good news is that my oldest daughter, Ashley (30), just completed 27 months in the Peace Corps, having served in Burkina, Africa, as a math teacher for 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th grade students, teaching 100 pupils in each grade – and in French no less!  Her minor at Penn State was Spanish, so she taught herself French before going to Africa.  Ashley is back and traveling around the U.S. and Central and South America visiting friends before deciding what she wants to do when she grows up.  Youngest daughter Leslie (28) is a second grade teacher in Northern Virginia and loving it.  I’m working with the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, assisting them in their acquisition of four helicopters for their Air Guard.  Challenging, but someone has to do it!”
KATHY and I joined BOB GLYNN and STU WHITE at the marriage ceremony of RICK GUPMAN and MARIANNE KOST on July 12 in St. Michaels, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland.  CHUCK TALAR was scheduled to serve at the ceremony, but priestly duties in Ocean City took priority.  All their children (Rick’s four and Marianne’s two) joined them for the happy celebration.  RICK’s granddaughter and MARIANNE’s two granddaughters were flower girls.  
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GEORGE and GAYLE BOND spent the summer traveling the country and Europe.  GEORGE visited New Orleans, Seattle, Port Angeles, and New York City to conduct Leadership and Management courses for the Coast Guard.  GAYLE accompanied him on the Northwest Coast trip, and followed that with a flight to Germany to represent the family at a wedding.  In early August, their itineraries merged and they drove north from Connecticut to visit KATHY and me in Maine.  The last time that we were together was in 1979 at a picnic with the JURGENS and BILLINGSLEYS at MIKE and JUDY’s home in Dale City.  GEORGE and GAYLE are pursuing a dream of leaving the Northern Virginia area and making a move to the mid-coast region of Maine, where GEORGE spent two sea-going tours early in his Coast Guard career.  GEORGE and GAYLE also welcomed a new granddaughter into their family earlier this summer.  Grandchild #5, Ella Grayce Sorrell, was born to daughter Gwen and son-in-law Bret on June 2, 2008.  Daughter Kate is in the Navy Medical Corps and deployed on August 25th on the USS IWO JIMA for the Middle East.  Kate is the medical officer assigned to MEU 26 out of Camp Lejeune.
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GEORGE BOND with daughter Gwen and granddaughter Ella
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GEORGE & GAYLE BOND at the GRAVINO’s in Maine

Several New Orleans-area classmates checked in after Hurricane Gustav, including BOB DONNEE, DREW GERFIN, PETE LENES and PAUL PROKOP to report that all was well.  BOB: “Only had minor flooding at the beach house, otherwise just periodic rain and wind up to 35 mph at the house.  Many ask how we go through this all the time.  I can only say the gin and tonic tastes pretty good looking at the sunsets.”  DREW “Picayune only had high winds and heavy rains – much reduced from Katrina.”  PETE: “In Gulfport, we had a few hurricane force gusts, but we did not lose power and had no flooding.  We left on Friday for Atlanta to attend SUSAN’s folk’s 60th wedding anniversary, so we missed all the excitement and returned home after Gustav’s passage.  The National Guard is handing out water, food and ice, but that must be coming from private donations because FEMA doesn’t think it is necessary.  Our newly constructed bridges survived fine and Highway 90 is covered with sand, so we did all right.  TR and PJ likely had it the worst this time around.  Lockport seemed to be in the Northeast Quadrant of Gustav and likely had high winds and plenty of rain to go with the surge.  I’m going out to pick up some branches; wish me luck.  Let’s hope the rest of the hurricanes go in another direction.”  PAUL PROKOP: “We stayed in place and are picking up branches in the yard (well, MOLLY is – I’m supervising).  We caught 70-80 mph winds, but no house damage.  Power was out for about eight hours, but we cranked up the generator.  Cable TV, internet and cell phones went out, but came back this morning.  Still no dial tone on the landlines.  Streets will be passable by end of the day.  Sure did miss those gin and tonics – no booze with Coumadin.”  I did not hear from JIM ROBINSON in Beaumont, Texas, or TOM HAMBLIN in Raceland, Louisiana, but news reports indicate that those areas did not suffer any significant damage.
By way of explanation to his reference to Coumadin, PAUL PROKOP had an accident in late June while doing outside work around his home and is still recovering from surgery.  Get well messages can be sent to PAUL at pjprokop@cox.net.
BOB and SUE POKRESS were in Lake Placid, New York, in mid July to watch son Matt run the Lake Placid Ironman Race.  While walking in the downtown area on race day, BOB came upon WAYNE GRONLUND who was in Lake Placid for the same reason – to see his daughter run in the Ironman. BOB was caught unprepared for this chance meeting; otherwise I would have a photo of the event.
The August 2008 Class Notes In Memoriam incorrectly listed BRUCE GOODSELL as a member of the Class of 1979.  As the ’69 Class Notes column correctly noted, BRUCE died on June 13, 2008 in Westerly, Rhode Island, while recovering from surgery for colon cancer.  Letters of condolence may be sent to Mr. and Mrs. Norton Goodsell, 100 Little Pond Road, Wakefield, RI 02879.
