October 2011

’69 CLASS CORRESPONDENT
CAPT Bob Gravino

2 Summer Street
Ipswich, MA 01938
(978) 356-0825 (H)

E-mail: rcgravino@aol.com
Web: http://www.uscga69.org
RON DEMELLO (aurelius20@yahoo.com) and his wife SARA are living in Miami and have two children, Lauren (30) Cynthia (34).  For the past 32 years he has worked on tugboats as a mate and captain and is currently the Captain on the Catherine Turecamo, a Moran Towing Company vessel homeported in New York.  RON works mostly in New York Harbor, three weeks on, three weeks off, shifting barges and docking ships.  SARA retired after 20 years with Hyatt Hotels Corporation working in sales.  “They probably think I am too old for the open ocean, and I am certainly not going to tell them any different”.
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1969: SARA & RON DEMELLO visiting with Thomas Jefferson
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1969: RON & SARA DEMELLO with daughters Lauren and Cindi

JIM HARTNEY (jrhartney@comcast.net), another classmate with salt water in his veins, sent me the following: “I swallowed the anchor in January 2004 after 25 years with Masters, Mates and Pilots and the American President Lines.  My last position was Master of the MV President Truman.  Over the years I sailed as master on twelve ships for APL; about half were Military Sealift Command contracted, such as the MV Cape Island when we met in 1996 in Korea.  I presently work as a contractor at the California Maritime Academy in their Full Mission Ship Simulators teaching Bridge Resource Management to cadets.  I also work with pilot groups, shipping, and tug companies on special training and personnel evaluation programs.  It keeps me busy and connected to the maritime industry.  PAT and I got together with BRUCE GRIFFITHS two years ago in Oakland, but I have no other class contacts in the Bay Area.  I’m contacting Roger Streeter (CGA ’68) to see about playing golf; we played golf a lot 30 years ago and I’ve recently started playing again and need a partner.”
[image: image3.jpg]



1969: JIM & PAT HARTNEY in San Francisco

Every summer a group of retired Coast Guard aviators hold a Mini-Pterodactyl Gathering on Cape Cod to celebrate the season and relive tales of aviation days gone by.  This year’s event was held on Coast Guard Day at the Bourne home of Dick and Eddie Buttrick (CGA ’60).  Attendees this year included RON GRETO and PAUL and PAT GARRITY.  Due to other commitments, the PRYORS and GRAVINOS were not able to attend.  The photo of the event includes (left to right) Mike Grossweiler, Dee Grossweiler, RON GRETO, PAT and PAUL GARRITY, John Grossweiler (brother of Phil Grossweiler CGA ’66), Marina and Dave Throop (CO, CGAS Cape Cod, CGA ’85), and Dave Kennedy.
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1969: RON GRETO, PAT & PAUL GARRITY at Cape Cod Gathering

FRED and PAM PRYOR spent the week spanning Coast Guard Day enjoying their granddaughter.  “PAM and I got a chance to take care of our nine year old granddaughter, Juniper, while her parents rode the Pennsylvania Perimeter Ride Against Cancer.  For their fifth participation in this biannual fund raiser, over six days they pedaled 520 miles with 71 other riders from Elkins, West Virginia to Palmerton, Pennsylvania.  The group raised over $185,000 this year.  As a member of the race committee, son Dave was blamed for route planning to include over 40,000 feet of climbing for the week.  Then on Wednesday, daughter-in-law Selene went to Colorado as part of Team Cystic Fibrosis.”
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1969: PAM & FRED PRYOR and granddaughter Juniper

MARK PRESENT continues his road travels, but harking back to his days as a thoughtful civil engineer, he’s reducing his environmental footprint.  “I traded in the Yukon for a total electric car, for those daily local trips.  This is the right decision.  You have to get use to no engine noise, the pickup is remarkable and it handles well.  Are we getting smarter in our golden years?”
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1969: MARK PRESENT goes Green

GEORGE BOND now has seven grandchildren.  “Son Andrew and his partner adopted a baby girl born July 31st, and so added to the number of grandchildren that we have.  The count is now four girls and three boys.  They live in New Orleans where Andrew is writing his dissertation and teaching 11th grade history in a private school.  Nick is an MD resident in internal medicine at a local hospital.”
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1969: GEORGE BOND'S son Andrew & new granddaughter

KATHY and I were invited to ride into Boston Harbor onboard the CGC Eagle during her visit to Boston in July.  By coincidence, the event occurred on my birthday, and I remembered that the last time I sailed on Eagle included the celebration of my 19th birthday!  In the “it’s a small world” department, the Commanding Officer of the Eagle, Eric Jones (CGA ’87), told me that he was the son of Brad and Sue Jones, who were Coast Guard Auxiliarists in Half Moon Bay and friends from my time as CO at Air Station San Francisco in 1986-1988.  
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1969: Rob Tarantino '87, Eric Jones '87, BOB & KATHY GRAVINO on CGC Eagle

