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In early July, my e-mail account was hijacked and many of my contacts received some rather strange e-mail links from me, including a program to remove excess weight.  One of the pluses of the hijacking was the receipt of notes from classmates that I had not recently heard from.
PHIL HAWKINS sent a photo of himself and KATHY from a recent trip to San Francisco.  PHIL lives in Tacoma, Washington, and sent his regards to the class.
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1969: PHIL & KATHY HAWKINS in San Francisco
CHUCK HILL asked if my e-mail could be spam, and later replied: “I now have two granddaughters, one will be three in September and the other will have her first birthday in October.  Their mother (my daughter) is leaving the USN Medical Corp and going into private practice in Annapolis, where her husband, a USMC helicopter pilot, has a new assignment coaching the Naval Academy “sprint” (185 pound) football team.  I’m blogging about the Coast Guard at http://chuckhillscgblog.net/.  NORMA has also retired, so I’m enjoying having her home and sleeping late.”
WALT MCDOUGALL responded after my junk mail, saying that there was not much exciting happening in Wallace, North Carolina, and that he was enjoying retirement.  “We traveled through upstate New York and New England last year, visiting my sister and cousin in Avon, Connecticut, and really enjoying the time spent in Maine.  No vacation plans this year.  TED WHITE lives in our community (River Landing) (tedwhiteva@gmail.com), and BARRY KANE also has a home here and plans to move down from Virginia next year.”
PABLO RODRIGUEZ noted my hijacking.  “LINDA and I are well, retired and loving life in the Texas hill country.  I like privacy and keeping a low profile, but I may have something of interest for you in the future.”  The class is ready, PABLO.  And send a photo to accompany your update.
FOREST HETLAND sent an update.  “PAT and I are leaving on July 23rd to return to work with Remember Nhu as they continue building homes for the children on their new property outside of Chiang Mai, Thailand.  PAT just received her certification in Teaching English as a Second Language and will also be helping the children and the house parents with their English skills.  We return home on January 10, 2013.”  FOREST has been asked to send an update and photos when they return.
My final hacking reply came from DAVE FRYDENLUND, who as noted in the 1969 Tide Rips is the classmate best suited to be a modern day Henry David Thoreau and philosopher.  When asked to share his recent activities, he provided some gems.  “It is always hard to guess what someone else would be interested in about one’s life.  Having been raised with an old Norwegian ethic, my first guess is always ‘Not Much!’  But since you persist in asking, I will answer a little.  I have always had a Peter Pan complex and have discovered that part of the secret to never growing up is to spend a lot of time with youth.  (I used to be happy in the Coast Guard because they let me play with the most amazing toys, but that is a different story).  These days I primarily work and play with youth who are 11 to 20 years old and in outdoor oriented venues.  With those from 15 to 20 this takes the form of an annual Super Trip and the training to make it happen.  This year’s trip was to Costa Rica where we Zip Lined, White Water Rafted, Snorkeled and Nature Hiked for ten days.  Last year we went to the Utah desert where we hiked in the slick rock country and ran 50 miles of the Green River in canoes.  With the younger kids I mostly camp, lead two to four short (7 – 25 miles) canoe expeditions a year and have for 10 years directed a primitive ten day summer camp where we build our own camp in the Sierras, occupy it, and then return it to nature.  To aid in passing on the skills to play in the woods, last January I formed an LLC called Modern Mountain Man.  The company is in the process of developing on-line blended learning packages (text, slides and videos) of basic outdoor skills.  This is a complement to my other retirement project, Paratus Institute, which is a provider of Wilderness and Post Disaster First Aid training in the western US.  My son, Erik, an unemployed history major from UCLA, is a partner in both of these efforts.  Inspired by helping the ship’s doctor from my first cruise (USCGC Glacier, Antarctica ‘69-‘70) research an e-book for self publication, I have dusted off a Sci-Fi manuscript and am prepping it to publish it as an e-book.  This will give me something to do in the fall when I an mot refereeing youth soccer or doing a week long wilderness run on the Missouri River in Montana in September.  My wife, PAT, is a co-conspirator in a lot of this and does Web Design on the side.  My daughter, Sarah, finished an MLS at Syracuse just in time for the bottom to fall out of the librarian market.  I’ve included a photo of PAT, a fellow Scout leader and me rafting on a Class III river run.”
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1969: DAVE & PAT FRYDENLUND river rafting
PAUL and PAT GARRITY hosting the 2012 Annual Cape Cod Mini Pterodactyl gathering at their home in Sandwich on August 8th.  In attendance were Joe and Joann Amaral (CGA ’61), Buck Baley (CGA ’72), Bud and Marcia Breault, Charlie and Kathy Burch, Dick and Eddie Buttrick (CGA ’60), Kurt and Hilary Carlson, John Carroll (my first roommate on the CGC Southwind in 1969), Dick and Joan Casey, Chris and Cathy Dewhirst (CGA ’74), John and Dee Grossweiller, Dave and Mary Kennedy, Carl Meredith, Hugh and Eileen O’Doherty, Jim and Marcie Perry, Brian and Lois Wallace, Mike and Babs Wrighter (CGA ’67), and KATHY and me.
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1969: 2012 Cape Cod Mini Pterodactyl Gathering
The Summer 2012 Connecticut College Magazine had a great photo of JANE and JAY SNYDER and ANNE CURTIS taken at the wedding of JOHN and ANNE’S daughter Katie in Alton, Minnesota on August 6, 2011.  Even though I had been bested by the Connecticut College Class of 1971, I asked JOHN to send me a copy for our viewing pleasure.
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1969: JANE & JAY SNYDER and ANNE CURTIS at the wedding of JOHN & ANNE'S daughter
BRUCE and GAIL GRIFFITHS made their annual summer pilgrimage from San Diego to their lake house near Green Bay, Wisconsin, where they hosted TOM and KAREN RUTENBERG for a weekend.  Those weekends are when BRUCE’S storytelling begins!  “Whenever TOM and I get together we always recall a great misadventure from our summer in 1969.  We were waiting at my parent’s place near St. Louis to fly to Vietnam to meet our first duty assignment, the USCGC Spencer (WHEC-36).  Our two cars, my Camaro and TOM’S Barracuda, were straining at the bit for some action.  So we looked at a map of North America and drew concentric circles to see where we could drive to and from in the time we had.  One arc hit Acapulco, so we jumped in his ‘Cuda and away we went.  Needless to say, once we hit Nuevo Laredo, the quality of the roads deteriorated exponentially.  We did make it to Acapulco and back, and the trip generated a lot of great stories!  While here I also attended my first Green Bay Packer Shareholder meeting as a new NFL owner (just like Jerry Jones – only different).  They hold the meeting in football’s most sacred stadium, Lambeau Field, as they typically draw more than 10,000.”
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1969: The GRIFFITHS & RUTENBERGS in Wisconsin
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1969: BRUCE GRIFFITHS at Lambeau Field
 A few months ago I was talking with JERRY HALE and asked him if he had ever gone on a mission trip.  JERRY’S reply: “That got me asking myself why I hadn’t and I decided to organize one for our Valley Forge Military Academy & College cadets during Spring Break next year.  I’m working with a group in Jamaica as a possibility.  I also approached my bosses about raising money for Chapel programs and projects to include the mission trip.  I approached two families at graduation about giving a gift to the Chapel to memorialize their sons’ time at the school.  Together they gave the Chapel $16,000!  One of the families said they would send a check for the Chapel every year I’m still the chaplain.  Since then I put together a flyer to advertise the “Centurion Fund”.  (Our Chapel is The Alumni Memorial Chapel of St. Cornelius the Centurion).  The flyer is hot off the press, and we’re moving forward.”
CHRIS KREILER sent photos of the trip that he and JUDY took to the Mediterranean and Budapest earlier this summer.  Like I do with all classmates, I asked that he send photos when they returned.  As the old saying goes, “be careful what you ask for”; the number of photos sent crashed my computer!  The photo included with this column shows CHRIS and JUDY enjoying the sights of Pisa, Italy.  If you look closely, you can see that he is holding a copy of the April 2012 Academy Alumni Bulletin.  
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1969: CHRIS & JUDY KREILER in Pisa, Italy
MIKE MOORE sent me an update prompted by my anniversary e-mail of June 4th.  “The Texas startup airline I was working for ran into difficult times in 2009.  The operations and training manuals that I wrote were approved by the FAA, but there were problems with the maintenance portion of our certification.  Our funding sources dried up due to the economic downturn and the company officially ended operations in 2010.  The demise of the airline placed me in the ranks of the retired, and I moved back to Maryland to work on the “Honey Do” list that had grown during my 3½ year absence.   ALICE continues to work for the State of Maryland in the WIC program.  Our daughter Rebecca worked in Hawaii on the NCL cruise ship Pride of America as Assistant Cruise Director before moving to California in 2011 to work for the San Diego Omni Hotel.  She begins a master’s program in chemistry at the University of San Diego this fall.  Son Chris and his wife Meaghan had their first child, Jocelyn Christine, in December 2011.  He is the helicopter coordinator for a Norfolk based Carrier Strike Group, and deployed in June aboard the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower on an 8 month deployment to the Med and Arabian Gulf.  Our daughter Laura and husband Chris welcomed in May their fifth child, fourth son (our sixth grandchild) to their family in Arlington, Texas.  Travel is a big part of our lives.  Last September we took a trip to Italy and a cruise of the Mediterranean, the highlight of which was a visit to ALICE’S maternal grandparent’s ancestral home in a small Sicilian town.  We viewed the original record book where her grandparent’s wedding was recorded in 1912.”
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1969: ALICE & MIKE MOORE in Palermo, Sicily
My apologies to TIM JOSIAH for not including him in the list of names for classmates participating in the BARRY KANE hosted Eastern Carolina Golf Marathon.  The August 2012 column clearly shows TIM in the photo.  His comment: “I think my name was not mentioned because the other guys did not consider what I was playing as actually being Golf.”
The Class sends its condolences to JOHN and LESLEY MINER on the passing of her father, CAPT. Stephen G. Carkeek, USCG (Ret), and CGA ’42, on August 2, 2012.  LESLEY’S mother, Ruth, passed away on February 12, 2012.  Our thoughts and prayers are with LESLEY and JOHN and their families.
