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Jerry Hale continues his adventure in the academic world.  “I was invited to travel to Beijing this past June with a team of eight Chinese high school cadets from Valley Forge Military Academy (VFMA).  Two American female West Point cadets and three former military officers (graduates of USMA, USNA, and USAFA) joined us in participating in a week-long series of character based leadership seminars with influential business and educational leaders in such venues as Tsinghua University and Beijing University.  For the seminars, each of the VFMA cadets chose one of the nine core character virtues emphasized at VFMA and gave examples of how they learned and experienced it during their cadet life.  The West Pointers followed up describing what they were learning about leadership in their program.  Each cadet also spoke of how they had developed spiritually during their time at VFMA and USMA.  The parents of two of the Chinese cadets joined the group presentations and sponsored meals for us at local restaurants.  Our hosts for the seminars were impressed with the depth of commitment and level of maturity exhibited by the cadets.  The team also made trips to the Great Wall, Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, and attended a Sunday worship service at Haidian Church.  After the Beijing seminars, I traveled to Shanghai where I was hosted by a VFMA family, visited the local tourist sites, and met for dinner with five Academy families.  My final stop was Inner Mongolia where I was hosted by another VFMA family and given the VIP treatment.  Highlights included an overnight stay in a Mongolian yurt, horseback riding, fireworks, and enjoying the graceful Mongolian singing and dancing.  I also had meetings with private middle school students and local church groups.  I was overwhelmed by the gracious hospitality of our Chinese families and I look forward to a return visit.”
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1969: Jerry Hale and the VFMA delegation at the Great Wall of China

Facebook yielded another photographic gem.  The photo of Tim & Marlene Josiah and their granddaughters from Albuquerque - Jill (left) and Judy - was taken during a recent two week visit.  “For a while we had all five grandchildren (ages 7,7,5,3,1 1/2) in our house, which meant a truly amazing amount of activity.  This is making retirement a lot of fun!  No photo of me with all five though.”  Perhaps Tim can’t get them to stay still long enough for a group shot!
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1969: Tim & Marlene Josiah with granddaughters


John Zeigler celebrated Coast Guard Day 2013 in Banger, Northern Ireland, by winning the silver medal in the men’s 65-69 age, 100 meter butterfly at the 2013 World Police & Fire Games held from August 1-11 in Belfast, Northern Ireland.  John won nine medals including a bronze in the 50 degree Irish Sea ocean waters in the two mile swim.  “The open water ocean swim was done with a wet suite, but was very cold.”
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1969: John Zeigler & Tokyo Policewoman at closing ceremony


Paul Garrity sent a photo of the 2013 Annual Cape Cod Pterodactyl Gathering hosted by Brian Wallace on August 21st.  In attendance, starting from the back and going from left to right were Paul, Mike Wrighter (CGA ’67), Brian Wallace, Dick Buttrick (CGA ’60), Chris Dewhirst (CGA ’74), Jim Perry, Kurt Carlson, Buck Bailey (CGA ’72), Pat Garrity, Edie Buttrick, Joe Amaral (CGA ’61), Charlie Burch, John Carroll, Bud Breault, Marcie Perry, JoAnn Amaral, Kathie Burch, Marcia Breault and Lois Wallace.
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1969: 2013 Cape Cod Pterodactyl Gathering


Stu White reported that he enjoyed playing in The Otto Graham golf outing in Pinehurst.  “Too bad I was the only '69 representative, but I did team with three members of '67 (kept it odd).  Shortly thereafter I went on a road trip to Columbus, Ohio; Traverse City, Michigan, where I saw old friends Kathleen & Tom Allard (CGA ’73), Beth & Carl Pearce (CGA’65), Brenda & Jack Denninger (CGA ’62), and Arlene & Wes Nelson and son Kevin Nelson (CGA ’88); Northfield, Minnesota, where my Mother, brother and his family recently moved; and friends in the Chicago area. I tore my right shoulder rotator cuff on July 3rd on the 3rd tee, which I confirmed with an MRI on return from my travels.  Surgery was August 29th, with short trip to the ER on the 30th.  Now the long rehab and recovery begins - no golf, skiing, tennis, driving at the track and caddying for quite a while. Not what retirement should be.”
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1969: Stu White at the Otto Graham Golf Classic


Tim & Jenny Cenna recently celebrated their first wedding anniversary.  Tim says the year went by very fast.  They have been spending a lot of weekends traveling between Cleveland, Columbus, Chicago and Boston visiting children and grandchildren.
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1969: Tim & Jenny Cenna celebrating their wedding anniversary

Bob Pokress spent more time on the CGC Eagle this summer with his grandchildren than he did during his four years at the Academy!  “The first photo is of Matt’s two youngest, Nate and Jane, on board the Eagle on July 27th when it visited Boston and tied up alongside the USS Constitution at the Charlestown Navy Yard.  Jane is wearing one of my Dixie cups, which my brother David found after 44 years packed away among items in his basement.  The cadets on the Eagle were impressed to see Jane wearing a cadet cap from when we sailed on the Eagle.  They gave her salutes as she walked by and made her feel like a million bucks.  My Dixie cup made it back to the Eagle a second time a week later when the Eagle made a port call to Portsmouth.  Becca’s two daughters, Dani and Gabby, toured the Eagle with me when it pulled into Portsmouth.  They stood watch as helmsmen wearing my cap like their cousin Jane did a week earlier, and then wanted to see what would happen if they started pulling some of the running rigging off their belaying pins!”
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1969: Bob Pokress with Nate and Jane on the CGC Eagle in Boston
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1969: Bob Pokress' granddaughters, Dani and Gabby, on the CGC Eagle in Portsmouth, NH

Mark & Paula Present have become the frequent flyers of our class!  “In June we spent 21 days in Italy; Venice, Tuscany and Sorrento.  Tuscany was terrible in the weather department but we did see some beautiful sights, unfortunately you have to be part mountain goat.  Venice was crowded and expensive but so very beautiful.  We both love the Sorrento area; had wonderful pasta and seafood.  We then spent a night in July at a bed and breakfast at the East Brother Light Station in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Talk about stepping back in time.”
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1969: Mark & Paula Present East Bay Light Station
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1969: Mark & Paula Present in Tuscany
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1969: Mark Present with an Italian Bus
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1969: Mark & Paula Present in Pompeii
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1969: Mark Present in Venice
Kathy and I spent ten days in June in Lisbon, Portugal attending the Rotary International Convention and took some time to visit the surrounding area.  We were joined by British Rotarian friends from Ipswich, UK, which is our sister club in England.  Beautiful countryside, historic city, friendly people and a great Rotary event.  I know that Jim Underwood, CGA ’72, is an active Rotarian and also attended the Convention in Portugal.  Jim’s classmate, Tom Meyers, is also a Rotarian in Cape Elizabeth, Maine.  Are there any others out there Doing good in the world as Rotarians?

[image: image14.jpg]



1969: Bob & Kathy Gravino in Lisbon, Portugal

